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Introduction

The Cambodia National REDD Readiness Roadmap notes that UNEP-WCMC has secured funding in order to develop a policy briefing that reviews forest carbon stocks, deforestation rates, different forest management units (protected areas, protected forests, suspended forest concessions, community forests) in the context of biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation priorities. The briefing would demonstrate the extent to which implementation of REDD would meet biodiversity conservation and poverty alleviation objectives, and the potential contribution of different sub-national areas towards meeting these objectives.
Background

Between 2000 and 2006 Cambodia’s forest cover was reduced by about 373.510 hectares
. One of Cambodia’s targets under Millennium Development Goal  7 (MDG 7) is to maintain the forest cover of the country above 60%. The REDD+ mechanism offers one way of enabling Cambodia to reach this target. In October 2009 Cambodia joined the UN-REDD Programme as an Observer. 
The maintenance of Cambodia’s forest will not only lead to the conservation of carbon stocks. REDD+ also has the potential to deliver significant co-benefits such as biodiversity conservation and contributions to poverty reduction. 
UNEP-WCMC is working in collaboration with the UN-REDD Programme on how these co-benefits can be considered in the preparation of countries for REDD. On last year’s UNFCCC COP14 in Poznan, Poland, UNEP-WCMC released Carbon and biodiversity: A demonstration atlas (Kapos et al. 2008). This publication demonstrated how simple spatial analyses can help identify where carbon overlaps with biodiversity. In 2009, UNEP-WCMC is taking this work further by working with experts from different countries with the aim to produce maps and other tools that support the countries’ preparation for REDD while considering co-benefits. This proposal suggests a collaboration between Cambodia Forestry Administration and UNEP-WCMC with the same aim. 
Objectives
1. To produce national and sub-national maps to demonstrate how Cambodia’s carbon stocks spatially relate to 

· Biodiversity (e.g. in terms of species richness, endemicity, endangered species)

· Protected areas 

· Population density 
· Poverty

· Ecosystem services

· Threats to forests

2. To statistically analyse questions such as 

· How much of the country’s carbon can be found in areas of importance for biodiversity?

· How much of the area of high carbon density is at the same time of importance for biodiversity?

· How much of the country’s carbon is currently within legally protected areas – and how much is outside?

· How much of the area of high carbon density is at the same time densely populated?
· How much of the area of high carbon density is at the same time important for rural people’s access to forest resources to secure their livelihoods?

· How much of the area of high carbon density is at the same time important for other ecosystem services?

3. To produce other tools of relevance for the country. 

These objectives and the list of questions of interest can be further extended and refined according to the country’s priorities and needs.
Activities
1. Consultation and scope
Cambodia’s priorities and needs in the specified context will be identified through consultation with stakeholders involved in REDD preparation and implementation. 
2. Identification of datasets
Best available datasets will be identified for the use in the production of maps and statistical analyses. 
3. Production of maps and statistical analyses
This will be realised by either a visit of staff from UNEP-WCMC to Cambodia for an intense working session in the country, or by a visit of country level experts to UNEP-WCMC to process datasets and conduct statistical analyses in our offices. Either visit would be of about 2 weeks. 
4. Finalisation of products
Outputs of Phase 3 will be finalised after the intense working session in close collaboration between x and UNEP-WCMC. 
Products
1. Maps as described in objective 1. 

2. A report presenting and describing the maps and results from statistical analysis.

The product list can be extended according to potential amendments to the list of objectives, see objective 3. 

Duration:

Feb – Sept 2010 
Contact details: 

Barney Dickson, Head of the Climate Change and Biodiversity Programme

UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre

Tel: +44 (0) 1223 277314 Email: barney.dickson@unep-wcmc.org 
� � HYPERLINK "http://www.phnompenh.um.dk/NR/rdonlyres/0034FC36-C3D2-48FA-8B0B-BD42255D4B5E/0/ForestCoverChangesinCambodia20022006PaperPreparedbytheTWGFE.pdf" �TWG� Forestry and Environment 2007: Forest Cover Changes in Cambodia 2002-2006
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