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Today we stand at a crossroads.  
As the latest World Meteorologi-
cal Organization data shows,1 2019 

concludes a decade of unprecedented 
global heat, melting ice and rising sea 
levels caused by human activities. Ac-
celerating and scaling up climate action, 
as well as protecting and restoring major 
ecosystems, particularly forests, is par-
amount. Projected pathways, consistent 
with limiting average global warming to 
1.5°C, send a clear message: we need to 
halve emissions by 2030 and reach net 
zero emissions by 2050.2 If not, we risk 
failing our young people and future gen-
erations who deserve to inherit a healthy 
and prosperous planet. 

Year 2020 must set the agenda for 
demonstrating robust climate action in 
the decade ahead. Building on the mo-
mentum generated around nature-based 
solutions by the 2019 Climate Action 
Summit convened by the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the United Nations, 2020 pro-
vides an unprecedented opportunity to 
chart a new course for nature, and expo-
nentially accelerate action to tackle the 

climate crisis as part of the COVID-19 
recovery response. In 2020, more than 
ever, we need to understand that by in-
vesting in nature, we invest in our health, 
climate, well-being and the future of the 
planet.
 
This is also the year that the Paris 
Agreement will be reassessed, marking 
the first time since its adoption that 
countries will come together to evaluate 
progress in its implementation. Current 
national climate targets under the Paris 
Agreement – nationally determined 
contributions (NDC) – are inadequate 
to put humankind on a safe and sustain-
able path to climate neutrality by 2050. 
What’s more, greenhouse gas emissions 
have been on the rise since the landmark 
agreement was reached in 2015. Action 
on reducing emissions from deforesta-
tion and forest degradation, conserva-
tion, sustainable management of forests 
and enhancement of forest carbon 
stocks in developing countries (REDD+), 
which is a major part of the solution to 
the climate crisis, is lacking or is poorly 
addressed in NDC targets around the 

world. In light of the 2020 global NDC 
review and upgrade process, the United 
Nations Collaborative Programme on Re-
ducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation in Developing Coun-
tries (UN-REDD) is working intensively 
to correct this policy gap, but that work 
will need to continue and expand over 
the coming years, as the 2030 horizon 
approaches. The revisions of Nationally 
Determined Contributions will also need 
to incorporate post COVID-19 economic 
recovery agendas across the forest and 
agriculture sectors in order to increase 
ambition and ensure commitments.
 
Consequently, the work of UN-REDD 
has never been more relevant. Since its 
inception in 2008, UN-REDD has been 
a vanguard initiative on climate and 
forests, becoming a flagship United Na-
tions partnership for delivering on the Paris 
Agreement and a dedicated promoter of the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
forested countries. UN-REDD is the largest 
international provider of REDD+ readiness 
assistance in terms of funding, expertise and 
geographical scope. 

1	� https://public.wmo.int/en/media/press-release/2019-concludes-decade-of-exceptional-global-heat-and-high-impact-
weather

2	 https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/ 
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At the twenty-fifth session of the Con-
ference of the Parties to the United Na-
tions Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC COP-25), the three 
heads of the United Nations partner 
entities of UN-REDD, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO), the United Nations De-
velopment Programme (UNDP) and the 
United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), highlighted the importance of 
UN-REDD as a platform that continues 
to exemplify REDD+ as a successful in-
strument that is able and ready to deliver 
concrete nature-based solutions to the 
climate crisis. As the Administrator of 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP), Achim Steiner, de-
clared at COP-25, “REDD+ is a ‘ready to 
go’ nature-based solution. The UN-REDD 
Programme provides a platform for the 
UN to support countries to raise their na-
ture-based NDC ambition.” Qu Dongyu, 
Director-General of FAO, underlined that 
“for transformational change to happen 
we must tackle food security, agriculture 
and forestry together, and scaling-up 
solutions is key. UN-REDD is an example 
of work being done with a wide range of 
partners that could be scaled up”. The 

Executive Director of UNEP, Inger An-
dersen, concluded that “the good news 
is that there is much greater awareness 
about the state of our forests than ever 
before and when we build leadership in 
one place, we will witness a race to the 
top to save our planet’s forests.” Na-
ture-based solutions are crucial, not only 
because they can deliver up to one third 
of the reductions needed in greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2030, but also because 
they have benefits that go beyond cli-
mate action, notably strengthening the 
resilience of local communities and con-
serving biodiversity.
 
For more than a decade, UN-REDD has 
demonstrated the power of “working as 
one” within the United Nations to enable 
countries to transition from REDD+ read-
iness to implementation and demon-
strated results. For instance, UN-REDD 
provided knowledge and technical assis-
tance to the first four countries – Brazil, 
Chile, Ecuador and Paraguay – to pre-
pare, appraise and submit their REDD+ 
payment proposals to the Green Climate 
Fund (GCF) in full alignment with the 
provisions of UNFCCC on REDD+, result-
ing in the channelling of approximately 

$230 million of climate finance to those 
countries. 
 
Bold and widespread action must be 
taken now to safeguard our forests and 
avert a climate disaster. We will suc-
ceed by working together: reconnecting 
people and nature to implement the 
Paris Agreement effectively, thereby 
securing a sustainable future for all. The 
Programme will continue to build on the 
best practice approaches, innovations 
and complementary experience of its 
three partner entities to deliver as “One 
United Nations”, providing the network 
of technical experts and the convening 
capacity that has underpinned the suc-
cess of UN-REDD since its inception. As 
we head toward the future, concerted 
initiatives, such as the UN-REDD Pro-
gramme, will play an instrumental role 
in laying out a solid foundation for a 
post-COVID-19 economic recovery that 
addresses deforestation and climate 
change.
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This annual report presents the 
results of the United Nations 
Collaborative Programme 
on Reducing Emissions from 

Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
in Developing Countries (UN-REDD) 
through 2019, building on and continuing 
a progressive series of policy, institu-
tional and knowledge achievements 
in countries and across the world at 
the nexus between climate and forests 
since its launch in 2008. As UN-REDD 
partner countries are making ever great-
er progress in preparing for reducing 
emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation and the role of conservation, 
sustainable management of forests and 
enhancement of forest carbon stocks 
in developing countries (REDD+), 
UN-REDD is increasingly focused on 
responding to country demand for tech-
nical assistance to implement REDD+ 
and access results-based payments 
for REDD+ and, ultimately, to realize 
commitments under the Paris Agree-
ment. As of December 2019, UN-REDD 
had enabled its 65 partner countries 
across Africa, Asia and the Pacific, Latin 
America and the Caribbean to access 
knowledge and make significant progress 
towards adopting and implementing 
REDD+ actions.

In 2019, a key focus of the Programme 
remained assisting partner countries in 
their efforts to complete the four pillars 
of the Warsaw Framework for REDD+, a 
requirement for results-based payments. 
Adopted in 2013, the Framework outlines 
four areas of REDD+ readiness: national 
REDD+ strategies or action plans (NS/
APs), national forest monitoring systems 
(NFMS), forest reference emissions lev-
els/forest reference levels (FREL/FRLs), 
and safeguards information systems 
(SIS). 

Bangladesh, Honduras and Mongolia all 
finalized national REDD+ strategies or 
action plans in 2019, bringing to 28 the 
number of countries that have adopted, 
with UN-REDD support, strategic policy 
frameworks to institutionalize forest 
solutions to climate change. To date, 
UN-REDD has provided support to 45 
countries in developing NFMS. In 2019, 
UN-REDD supported Viet Nam and 
Zambia to undertake testing and training 
with Open Foris, facilitating satellite and 
ground data processing. Benefitting from 
UN-REDD knowledge materials, Argenti-
na, Bangladesh, Nigeria and the Solomon 
Islands submitted their FRELs/FRLs to 
the UNFCCC secretariat in early 2019 
while Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, 

Kenya and Mexico finalized their FRELs/
FRLs for submission in early 2020. Seven 
countries made progress in the design 
and operation of their SIS at a national 
level in 2019. Argentina, Chile and Para-
guay put their SIS online, thus facilitating 
access to information on how safeguards 
are being addressed and respected in 
those countries. In addition, Côte d’Ivoire 
and Zambia developed test versions of 
their SIS platforms and will make them 
available online in 2020. Colombia final-
ized the design of its SIS, and Myanmar 
moved forward in the design of its sys-
tem.

Throughout the year, 14 partner coun-
tries received customized UN-REDD 
support through national programmes 
and technical assistance for REDD+ im-
plementation. In addition to supporting 
seven national programmes, UN-REDD 
continued to deliver its multiannual 
2018–2020 technical assistance to 
REDD+ implementation projects in nine 
countries and six knowledge manage-
ment areas. 

UN-REDD knowledge management sup-
port complements its country-level work 
and is critical to the achievement of the 
four pillars of the Warsaw Framework U
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and the goal of REDD+ implementation. 
Below are some highlights of the Pro-
gramme’s knowledge management work 
from 2019. 

Most notably, UN-REDD generated, 
mobilized and offered knowledge to 
craft innovative funding arrangements 
in support of implementing REDD+ ac-
tions in five countries. Building on over 
a decade’s worth of knowledge, while 
supporting countries to put in place the 
required institutional, policy and financial 
arrangements for REDD+, in 2019 the 
Programme provided intensive support 
to Brazil, Chile, Ecuador and Paraguay to 
access REDD+ results-based payments 
from the GCF. These first countries to 
receive such performance-based finance 
from the GCF, accessed a combined total 
of $230 million.

Further, UN-REDD financing and private 
sector work focused on building the busi-
ness case for more sustainable ways to 
produce soft commodities, decoupling 
them from deforestation, as well as 
identifying the kinds of policies and mea-
sures that Governments can develop and 
embed in national REDD+ strategies. In 
2019, UN-REDD contributed to a number 
of business cases at country level, in-
cluding from Costa Rica to Viet Nam.

Argentina, Côte d’Ivoire and Viet Nam 
benefited from UN-REDD knowledge 
on landscape approaches and planning, 
applying spatial planning to REDD+ 
implementation within their national 
contexts. As countries look ahead to the 
United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration, those types of analyses can 
also help in the identification of areas 
with potential for forest restoration that 
can help secure a range of benefits.
UN-REDD continued to be active in rais-
ing the profile of issues such as securing 
land tenure, mainstreaming indigenous 
rights and promoting social inclusion in 
REDD+ policy and actions in 2019. High-
lights from 2019 include: collaboration 
with the UNFCCC secretariat to launch 
an inception process for the new Local 
Communities and Indigenous Peoples 
Platform; the generation of global knowl-
edge and provision of support to expert 
dialogues on forest governance, tenure 
and the rights of indigenous peoples as 
key to unlocking the full climate mitiga-
tion potential of REDD+; and the deploy-
ment of critical UN-REDD knowledge on 
forest tenure and the rights of indigenous 
peoples, and associated elements, in 
several countries. 
UN-REDD also provided assistance to 
14 countries to break down gender barri-
ers and inequalities and integrate gender 

equality and women’s empowerment 
activities into nationally led REDD+ ac-
tion. In many cases, this work involved 
moving from policy to practice, produc-
ing positive and tangible outcomes and 
impacts at the national and subnational 
levels. 

UN-REDD furthered synergies and sup-
ported the inclusion and enhancement 
of forest and land-use action as part of 
nature-based solutions in NDCs and the 
broader 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, a theme that has achieved 
notable traction following the Climate 
Action Summit. 

The policy and institutional support 
that UN-REDD provided through its 
national programmes, technical advice 
and knowledge dissemination served 
countries to advance their sustainable 
development agendas, not only with 
respect to SDG 13 (climate action) and 
SDG 15 (life on land), but also across the 
spectrum of the SDGs.
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Progress against the 
Warsaw Framework 
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Argentina

Bangladesh
Bhutan

Chile

Colombia

The Congo

Costa Rica

Cote d'Ivoire

Democratic Republic of Congo

Ecuador

Ethiopia

Guyana

Honduras

Kenya
Madagascar

Malawi

Mexico

Mongolia

Nepal
Nigeria

Panama

Paraguay

Peru

The Philippines 

Papua New Guinea

Sri Lanka

Suriname

Tanzania

Viet Nam

Zambia

In addition, support to Cook Islands, Gambia, Kribati, Marshall Islands, Niger, Palau, Senegal, Sierra Leone, Tongo and Tuvalu.

Cambodia
Indonesia

Myanmar

FIGURE 1. UN-REDD PARTNER COUNTRY PROGRESS ON NATIONAL REDD+ STRATEGIES AND ACTION PLANS AT THE 
CLOSE OF 2019

NATIONAL REDD+ STRATEGIES  
OR ACTION PLANS
Since 2008, UN-REDD has supported 
34 countries to advance national REDD+ 
strategies or action plans in line with 
the Warsaw Framework for REDD+. A 
total of 28 countries have finalized and 
adopted these strategic policies for na-
ture-based emissions reductions. As a 
result of this catalytic support, partner 
countries are now actively implement-
ing frameworks to reduce emissions 
from the forest sector, with Brazil, Chile, 
Ecuador and Paraguay all receiving 
results-based payments for emissions 
reductions. 
 
In 2019, UN-REDD provided dedicated 
advice and support to Bangladesh, Hon-
duras, Mongolia and Myanmar in their 
efforts to define, analyse, consult and 
adopt their national strategies or action 
plans for REDD+. In addition, UN-REDD 
provided support to Argentina, Chile, Co-
lombia, the Congo, Peru and Zambia to 
test sustainable forest management ap-

proaches and prepare investment plans 
to enable the financing and implementa-
tion of their REDD+ strategies or action 
plans (see details below in the section on 
progress towards REDD+ implementa-
tion). In 2019, with UN-REDD support:

 Bangladesh finalized its national 
REDD+ strategy. Following a period of 
public comment and a series of consul-
tations with ethnic minorities in 2018, 
Bangladesh held a first national consul-
tation on the strategy in February 2019, 
focusing on institutional arrangements 
and coordination, followed by target-set-
ting workshops in April and a national 
workshop in May 2019. The final valida-
tion workshop for the strategy was held 
on 29 June 2019.

 Honduras finalized its national 
REDD+ strategy, including a funding 
strategy, the strategic social assessment 
report and its corresponding environ-
mental and social management frame-
work. During the preparation process, 

the policies, actions and measures of the 
strategy were socialized by different sec-
torial stakeholders who are linked to the 
strategy’s land-use and climate change 
thematic areas. 

 Mongolia prepared its national 
REDD+ strategy along with an action 
plan, results framework and impact as-
sessment. The strategy was approved 
by the Ministry for the Environment in 
September 2019.

 Myanmar produced a final draft of its 
national REDD+ strategy, based on a se-
ries of more than 50 consultation events 
that included representatives of both 
federal government and ethnic armed 
organizations, as well as of non-govern-
ment stakeholders. The updated strategy 
was presented to participants at a na-
tional validation workshop in September 
2019 and is in the process of being offi-
cially approved. 
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During REDD+ strategy or action plan 
development, UN-REDD supports coun-
tries to undertake an in-depth analysis 
of deforestation drivers, applying a 
participatory approach with stakeholder 
engagement and the inclusion of the 
rights of indigenous peoples and forest 
communities, and embedding capaci-
ty-building for Governments and other 
key stakeholders for REDD+ actions. 
National strategies or action plans for 
REDD+ include measures to integrate 
social and environmental safeguards, in 
particular transparent governance and 
gender mainstreaming. UN-REDD also 
supports the integration of such strate-
gies and actions plans into the land-use 
and forest sector components of NDCs 
for climate change mitigation, as well 
as defining clear paths to ensure that 
national REDD+ strategies contribute to 
the SDGs.

NATIONAL FOREST MONITORING 
SYSTEMS
Forest monitoring that is tailored to spe-
cific countries enables national and local 
forest policymaking with up-to-date, 
reliable, transparent and easily accessi-
ble information. 

Over the last 12 years, capacity develop-
ment supported by UN-REDD has given 
rise to unprecedented transparency in 
terms of country-level forest data, pro-
viding countries with the ability to meet 
international reporting requirements for 
REDD+ under the enhanced transparen-
cy framework of the Paris Agreement. 

Since its inception, UN-REDD has sup-
ported 45 countries in developing NFMS 
through national programmes, targeted 
support or technical assistance strength-
ening the NFMS pillars of satellite land 
monitoring systems (SLMS), national 
forest inventories (NFI), and greenhouse 
gas inventories. 

UN-REDD materials and open-source 
software were used in 2019 to support 
the elaboration of NFIs in Bangladesh, 
Georgia, Honduras, Liberia, Papua New 
Guinea, Serbia, Sudan, Uganda and Viet 
Nam, as well as NFI pilots in Cambodia 
and Myanmar. 

The Programme provided technical 
support for maintaining and developing 
forest monitoring information systems 
during 2019 in Bangladesh, Côte d’Ivo-
ire and Zambia, while in Colombia the 
Programme updated the road map for 
NFI implementation. For improved dis-
semination of NFMS information in a 
transparent way, UN-REDD supported 
the construction of operational web 
platforms for Liberia and Sudan. An 
additional 22 countries have developed 
and launched operational web platforms 
for transparently disseminating NFMS 
information. A total of 18 countries have 
received direct technical support and 
have implemented NFIs since UN-REDD 
began its work, significantly strengthen-
ing forest data for national and interna-
tional needs.

UN-REDD provided support to ground 
and satellite and data processing through 
the Open Foris suite of free open-source 
software tools, with over 20,000 country 
downloads and installations from 2012 to 
date. Testing of and training in the Open 
Foris tools has been carried out with UN-
REDD technical assistance in Viet Nam 
and Zambia. In addition, steady progress 
has been achieved in the conversion of 
Open Foris tools into a new cloud-based 
system. These efforts, made possible by 
contributions from UN-REDD, will better 
serve NFMS and related capacities for 
measurement, reporting and verification 
(MRV). The new cloud-based system is 
scheduled to be released in 2020.

FOREST REFERENCE EMISSION 
LEVELS/FOREST REFERENCE LEVELS
Following 10 years of UN-REDD support, 
national forest emissions data are more 
transparent and of a higher quality than 
ever before. 

The Programme has been crucial in 
providing technical assistance and ca-
pacity-building for FREL development, 
which has had an impact far beyond the 
submission of FRELs to the UNFCCC 
secretariat. The data gathering enables 
countries to better address the require-
ments of the enhanced transparency 
framework under the Paris Agreement, 
and provides important input for policy 
and decision-making.

Of the 50 countries that had submitted 
FRELs/ FRLs to the UNFCCC secretariat 
by January 2020, around 60 per cent 
(29 countries) had received UN-REDD 
support. UN-REDD material was used to 
support Argentina, Bangladesh, Nigeria 
and Solomon Islands in 2018, all of which 
subsequently submitted their FRELs/
FRLs to the UNFCCC secretariat in early 
2019. 

The support of the Programme, either 
through direct work under the Pro-
gramme in 2019 or building on previ-
ously provided assistance, also enabled 
five countries – Colombia, Ecuador, 
Honduras, Kenya and Mexico – to finalize 
their FRELs/FRLs for submission in early 
2020. 

Several countries received support to 
assess and report REDD+ results to the 
UNFCCC secretariat (Argentina, Chile, 
Colombia, Ecuador and Papua New 
Guinea). This support was provided 
through methodological work and con-
sultations with a range of stakeholders 
from Government ministries, non-gov-
ernmental organizations, academia and 
the private sector. The Programme built 
in-country capacity and understanding 
of FRELs/FRLs through training on the 
UNFCCC requirements and information 
on the policy and technical implications 
of FREL/FRL construction. The critical 
value of FRELs/FRLs is that they allow 
countries to publicly demonstrate and 
be rewarded for REDD+ results. To date, 
REDD+ results have been submitted by 
a total of 10 countries around the world, 
4 of which have received support from 
UN-REDD to prepare and submit their 
REDD+ results, helping them to gain 
international recognition and mobilize 
financial rewards.

As countries continue to make prog-
ress against the pillars of the Warsaw 
Framework, technical assistance and 
capacity-building on FRELs/FRLs remain 
fundamental components of UN-REDD. 
The support of the Programme responds 
to countries’ changing circumstances, 
and as they move closer to receiving 
results-based payments, more work has 
been carried out in 2019 on managing 
emission reductions at different scales. 
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The lush tropical jungles, rainforests, savan-
nahs, lakes and rivers of Uganda are home to 
an astonishing array of biodiversity. As well 
as supporting wildlife, which is vital for the 

country's heritage and tourism industry, the forest re-
sources of Uganda are essential to the local population’s 
livelihoods. However, these valuable forest resources 
are disappearing rapidly, at a rate of 135,200 hectares 
annually. If this continues, most of the country’s forests 
will disappear in the coming century. 

It is therefore essential to obtain forest resource infor-
mation for effective policymaking, reporting, planning 
and sustainable management, all of which are critical in 
combating climate change. The National Forestry Au-
thority of Uganda has been working to develop reliable 
forest resource information using satellite land monitor-
ing systems, managed by the remote sensing/geograph-
ical information system (GIS) unit, comprising a small, 
specialized team within the Authority. With the support 
of UN-REDD, this unit is now considered one of the most 
strategic within the Authority, providing support in map-
ping, reporting and data production for various projects 
across the country, including a FAO/Office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
wood fuel assessment project that is designed to map 
land area changes around refugee settlements. 

Compared to deforestation, forest degradation is 
harder to detect and quantify. However, in the sum-
mer of 2019, the remote sensing/GIS unit took on the 
challenging task of assessing forest degradation across 
Uganda for the first time in its history. With the help of 
the innovative FAO SEPAL platform, the first estimates of 
forest degradation have recently been generated. SEPAL 
reports and photographic evidence indicate a high rate 
of deforestation and forest degradation in the Bugoma 
Central Forest Reserve, a 41,000-hectare protected area 
that is home to significant biodiversity, but that is facing 
growing human pressure from a nearby refugee settle-
ment. 

"Ugandan people depend on forests and trees for 
cooking, heating and eating,” says Edward Senyonjo, 
National Forestry Authority Coordinator of NFIs. “This 
is why we should guide the local communities to better 
manage their forest resources, to avoid degradation and 
deforestation and to improve sustainability.” 

John Diisi, National Forest Authority Remote Sensing 
Lab Coordinator, says, “Mapping is key in addressing 
forest deforestation in Uganda since you cannot manage 
what you don’t know. The level of degradation deter-
mines where our intervention is more urgent and what 
areas need more protection or restoration.” 

Diisi was part of the team that worked on the Au-
thority’s report from June to August 2019. With tech-
nical expertise provided by FAO, the report covers data 
and trends for the period 2016–2019 that will support 
policymaking and management decisions to protect the 
Bugoma ecosystem. This marks an important strategic 
step towards the sustainable management of Ugan-
dan forests. As the first-ever forest degradation report 
produced in the country, it lays the foundation for similar 
work to be done in the future in other parts of Uganda.
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Impact Story: Uganda
MAPPING FOREST DEGRADATION IN UGANDA
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In Cambodia, Indonesia and Zambia, the 
Programme contributed strategic advice 
on how to bring together forest moni-
toring systems, registries for mitigation 
activities and applicable regulations in a 
coherent system for managing REDD+ 
emission reductions.

UN-REDD also supported the improve-
ment of FRELs for Colombia and Mexico; 
both countries will submit their improved 
FRELs in early 2020. Indonesia received 
support on nesting and considering 
strategies to reconcile REDD+ at multiple 
scales. With UN-REDD support, several 
countries are moving beyond the REDD+ 
readiness phase. UN-REDD also sup-
ported Viet Nam in the elaboration of the 
REDD+ technical annex to the biennial 
update report (BUR), the submission of 
which is planned in 2020. 

SAFEGUARDS AND SAFEGUARD 
INFORMATION SYSTEMS 
Since its creation, UN-REDD has sup-
ported, directly (through technical assis-
tance) or indirectly (through technical 
feedback and knowledge exchange) 36 
partner countries with their approaches 
to meeting UNFCCC safeguards require-

ments for REDD+. The key achievements 
in that regard for 2019  
are presented below:

 �Ten countries made progress in the
reporting of safeguards. Argentina, Costa 
Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, Paraguay and Zambia 
finalized and submitted their first sum-
maries of information to the UNFCCC 
secretariat. Viet Nam submitted its first 
summary of information to the UNFCCC 
secretariat in January 2019. Colombia 
finalized its third summary of informa-
tion and drafted its fourth. Three coun-
tries made progress in drafting their first 
summaries, namely Honduras, Myanmar 
and Peru; with Myanmar finalizing the 
report, which is currently under review. 
The global progress achieved on summa-
ries of information by the end of 2019 is 
presented in figure 1. 

 �Compared to the previous year, seven
countries made progress in the design 
and operation of their SIS at the national 
level. Argentina, Chile and Paraguay put 
their SIS online, thus facilitating access to 
information on how safeguards are being 
addressed and respected in those coun-
tries, and to details of other elements of 

their approaches to safeguards. In addi-
tion, Côte d’Ivoire and Zambia developed 
test versions of their SIS platforms and 
will make them available online in 2020. 
Colombia finalized the design of its SIS, 
and Myanmar made progress in the 
design of its system. Figure 2 presents 
Global SIS Progress at the end of 2019.

 �Knowledge was shared on SIS in a 
South-East Asia subregional exchange 
which focused on moving from SIS de-
sign to SIS operation. Representatives 
of Cambodia, Myanmar and Viet Nam 
participated in the event. 

 �Technical and communications ma-
terials on REDD+ safeguards were devel-
oped, including an infographic and the 
drafts of two technical briefs on SIS op-
eration and the production of summaries 
of information.
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FIGURE 2. GLOBAL PROGRESS ON SUMMARIES OF SAFEGUARDS INFORMATION AT THE CLOSE OF 2019

FIGURE 3. GLOBAL PROGRESS ON SAFEGUARDS INFORMATION SYSTEMS AT THE CLOSE OF 2019

Progress on summaries  
of information
 Second summary submitted
 First summary submitted
 First summary being drafted
 First summary being planned

SIS progress
 SIS online
 SIS v1.0 designed
 SIS design in process
 SIS design being planned
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Paraguay is home to the second largest forest eco-
system in South America and to many indigenous 
communities who depend on the forest for their 
livelihoods. But the region has one of the highest 

rates of deforestation in the world, with roughly 20 per 
cent of the Gran Chaco forest converted to farmland or 
grazing land since 1985. 

“Our forests give us food, shelter, materials to build 
our houses and medicinal plants to cure the members 
of our community,” says Cornelia Flores, the indigenous 
and spiritual leader of Isla Jovai Teju, one of the Mbya 
Guarani communities in Caagazu, Paraguay. “I plant trees 
and make sure we maintain the medicinal plants so as 
to preserve our ancestral indigenous knowledge that is 
slowly getting lost as the forests disappear.”

Flores is concerned about the youth in her community, 
particularly their dependence on mobile phones and 
their lack of knowledge about local plants and forests. 
But Rumilda Fernández, a young indigenous forest tech-
nician from the same community, says her smartphone 
can serve for far more than just entertainment. “My 
phone is also my tool to monitor the forest,” she says. 
“I took several training sessions and am now proud to 
be able to use my phone to support the community by 
monitoring the forest.”

Fernández is one of the indigenous youth to benefit 
from a series of trainings that began in Paraguay in 2017 
with the goal of strengthening local capacity for com-
munity-monitoring and natural resource management in 
four Mbya Guaranies communities. She was trained by 
indigenous technicians from Panama, a team from FAO 
and other partner institutions from Paraguay on topics 
like GIS, mapping, natural resources management and 
the use of mobile applications.

Rafael Valdespino, an indigenous technician from 
Panama, has been part of the capacity-development 
programme on community forest monitoring since 2015. 
After attending several training courses, he is now an 
instructor and travels to other countries to share his 
experience through South-South exchanges organized by 
UN-REDD. “I was born in the forest,” he says. “My grand-
father and my father taught me about the forest, the 
plants and how to protect and take care of them. Com-
bining ancestral knowledge with new technologies has 
made me a stronger protector of our indigenous forests.”

Valdespino believes training other indigenous youth is 
an important step in motivating them to actively engage 
in protecting the forest. At these exchanges, a sense of 
common purpose arises.

“I learned a lot from the exchanges we had with the in-
digenous technicians from Panama,” says Fernández. “It 
is so inspiring to see what they were able to accomplish. 
We learned from what they are doing, but it also gave us 
hope to know they also had setbacks. We learned things 
are not going to change in one day, that it is a process, 
sometimes a long one. That really motivated me and 
the other youth to persevere, to continue on our paths. I 
hope more communities in Paraguay will be able to bene-
fit from these trainings.”

Impact Story: Paraguay
USING IMPROVED TECHNOLOGY TO SAFEGUARD INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE 
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Progress towards 
REDD+ implementation
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During 2019, UN-REDD support-
ed countries along the REDD+ 
implementation spectrum, more 

broadly than ever, up to the stage of 
mobilizing payments for demonstrated 
REDD+ results. In particular, UN-REDD 
provided knowledge and technical 
assistance to the first four countries 
– Brazil, Chile, Ecuador and Paraguay – 
to prepare, appraise and submit their 
REDD+ payments proposals to the GCF, 
in full alignment with the provisions on 
REDD+ of UNFCCC. The GCF Board 
agreed to pay these pioneer countries 
more than $228 million for their REDD+ 
results in past years. To ensure the long-
term viability and impact of REDD+ in 
those countries, the use of results-based 
payments, as detailed in their GCF 
proposals, aligns to national policy, 
addresses and respects UNFCCC REDD+ 
safeguards, and is integrated into the 
national finance frameworks for REDD+, 
which UN-REDD has helped to build 
over the years. Further details can be 
found in the section of the present report 
on UN-REDD knowledge management 
results under the subsection on REDD+ 
funding mechanisms. Thus, UN-REDD 
knowledge and advisory skills contribut-
ed tangibly to the fulfilment of article 5 
of the Paris Agreement, helping to prove 
that REDD+ is an effective avenue for 
addressing the climate and deforestation 
crises. 

During 2019, many countries undertook 
a wide range of actions to implement 
their REDD+ policies and measures, fre-
quently asking for UN-REDD knowledge 
and advisory support. Such requests 
included support for pilot initiatives, 
national REDD+ financing strategies, 
investment programmes, jurisdictional 
approaches, the above-mentioned pro-
cessing of results-based payment pro-
grammes and scoping deforestation-free 
commodity supply chains.  
A few illustrative examples of country 
implementation with UN-REDD engage-
ment are described below.
 
 Chile conducted a successful analysis 
of its technical annex on REDD+ results 
and met the GCF eligibility criteria to 
access REDD+ results-based payments. 
With FAO as the accredited entity, a GCF 

REDD+ results-based payments funding 
proposal was submitted and approved 
by the GCF Board in November 2019 
for $63.6 million to support the imple-
mentation of the national strategy on 
climate change and vegetation resources 
(ENCCRV). Through the UN-REDD na-
tional programme, Chile tested four new 
incentive approaches to address drivers 
of deforestation and degradation in the 
Coquimbo, Metropolitan, Araucania and 
Magallanes regions. The results of these 
pilot approaches will inform the imple-
mentation of the GCF results-based pay-
ments project.
 
 Colombia mainstreamed REDD+ 
actions into key national institutions, 
including the national fund for financing 
the agriculture and livestock sectors 
(FINAGRO) and various national devel-
opment banks, thereby aligning public 
finance with REDD+ goals. In a unique 
negotiation process with indigenous 
peoples, Colombia incorporated the core 
elements of the national REDD+ strate-
gy into the national development plan, 
which was endorsed by the Parliament 
and which will govern the current presi-
dential term (2019–2022). This case was 
presented by UN-REDD at the Global 
Landscapes Forum in June as an example 
of the influence of inclusive REDD+ pol-
icy. In addition, a model for community 
forest management activities is being 
implemented in a number of regions to 
enhance the value chains for timber, ca-
cao, coffee, vanilla and honey.

  The Congo drafted a strong core 
investment programme for REDD+, for 
GCF financing. It focuses on reducing 
pressure on forests from small-scale 
agriculture and fuelwood collection. The 
proposal, along with CAFI support, will 
serve the country in implementing the 
national REDD+ strategy and investment 
plan.

 Indonesia has taken significant action 
to achieve more sustainable peatland 
management at the national level and is 
inspiring others to act globally through 
multilateral and South-South collabora-
tion linked to the Global Peatlands Initia-
tive (in which Indonesia is a partner with 
the Congo, the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo and Peru). In 2019, UN-REDD 
held a successful awareness-raising tour 
of Indonesian peatlands for the South-
East Asian media that generated power-
ful stories about peatlands and climate 
change. 

 Mexico made progress on a finance 
strategy and road map for the forestry 
sector. In addition, the National Forestry 
Commission (CONAFOR) undertook a 
critical survey of financial intermediar-
ies to better understand the barriers to 
accessing finance in the forest sector. 
Thereafter, the country’s Forest Law was 
revised to include options for economic 
incentives for forest conservation (forest 
bonds or “bono forestal”), as well as 
issues and provisions related to bene-
fit-sharing, in order to halt the granting of 
agricultural subsidies in deforested areas A
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or for activities that promote deforesta-
tion.
 
 Myanmar, which recently adopted 
a national REDD+ strategy through an 
inclusive stakeholder process, began 
designing a REDD+ investment plan to 
enable the Government and partners to 
take priority actions. Ways of engaging 
ethnic armed organizations in rebel areas 
in REDD+ implementation were also 
scoped.

 Paraguay presented a proposal for 
REDD+ results-based payments to the 
GCF pilot programme in an example of 
“Delivery as one United Nations”. UNEP 
is the accredited entity for the $72 mil-
lion proposal, while implementation will 
be undertaken by the three UN-REDD 
partner entities: FAO, the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and 
UNEP. UNDP will build upon the support 
provided for the development of Para-
guay’s national strategy on forests for 
sustainable growth and will assist in the 
implementation of the strategy’s policies 
and measures. FAO will support the im-
provement of the country’s NFMS. It will 
also assist in the application of rigorous 
methodologies to assess, quantify, moni-

tor, report and verify emission reductions 
at the national level. UNEP will support 
the implementation of incentives to 
reduce deforestation and forest degra-
dation. It will also help to enhance social 
and environmental safeguards, and 
engage in communications and aware-
ness-raising efforts. Having worked 
together for nearly a decade under the 
“Delivering as one” initiative, United 
Nations entities have demonstrated 
the power of that approach in providing 
Paraguay with access to significant inter-
national resources to implement its na-
tional strategy on forests for sustainable 
growth and achieve the mitigation goals 
set out in the country’s NDC. 
 
 Peru made progress in developing 
the implementation framework for its 
national strategy on forests and climate 
change, including the establishment of 
stakeholder participation and institution-
al coordination mechanisms to facilitate 
REDD+ implementation. Progress was 
also achieved on the definition of a 
nesting approach, as part of the process 
to harmonize REDD+ implementation 
schemes at the national level, taking into 
consideration a dialogue that Peru has 
initiated with voluntary market REDD+ 

project developers. 

 Zambia advanced efforts to secure 
additional funding for REDD+ implemen-
tation via the GCF and continued to work 
on designing the country’s approach to 
nesting subnational REDD+ efforts and 
carbon credit projects.

As mentioned earlier, UN-REDD provid-
ed support to a number of countries in 
closing the circle of REDD+ implemen-
tation, namely securing payments for 
REDD+ results that were generated and 
demonstrated to be in compliance with 
the UNFCCC REDD+ provisions. Suc-
cessful results-based payment proposals 
were presented by Brazil and Ecuador, 
and awards of $96 million and $18.5 mil-
lion, respectively, were made by the GCF.
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Contribution 
to the SDGs
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UN-REDD is widely and purpose-
fully contributing to achieving the 
SDGs, not only the more obvious 

goals on climate action (SDG 13 – Take 
urgent action to combat climate change 
and its impacts) and sustainable forest 
management (SDG 15 – Protect, restore 
and promote sustainable use of terres-
trial ecosystems, sustainably manage 
forests, combat desertification, and halt 
and reverse land degradation and halt 
biodiversity loss), but also more broadly 
across the whole spectrum of the SDGs. 

The different national strategies, invest-
ment plans, NFMS, deforestation-free 
commodity-chain partnerships and fi-
nancial arrangements for the sustainable 
governance of lands and forests that 
countries develop, adopt and implement, 
with technical assistance and policy ad-
vice from UN-REDD, are allowing coun-
tries to address issues pertaining to rural 
livelihoods (SDG 1 – End poverty in all its 
forms everywhere), to promote sustain-
able agriculture (SDG 2 – End hunger, 
achieve food security and improved nu-
trition and promote sustainable agricul-
ture), to tackle energy issues related to 
charcoal use and sustainable alternatives 
(SDG 7 – Ensure access to affordable, re-
liable, sustainable and modern energy for 
all), to foster responsible production and 
trade (SDG 12 – Ensure sustainable con-
sumption and production patterns) and 
to build inclusive governance institutions 
(SDG 16 – Promote peaceful and inclu-
sive societies for sustainable develop-
ment, provide access to justice for all and 
build effective, accountable and inclusive 
institutions at all levels). In addition, the 
robust social inclusion approaches that 
are integrated into UN-REDD support, 
from stakeholder engagement to gender 
mainstreaming and to attention to the 
rights of indigenous peoples, enhance 
progress at the national level on gender 
equality (SDG 5 – Achieve gender equal-
ity and empower all women and girls) 
and political inclusion (SDG 10 – Reduce 
inequality within and among countries). 
Lastly, UN-REDD, which across 2019 has 
been recognized as the United Nations 
platform for forest solutions to the cli-
mate emergency, is a convener, nurturing 
innovative and multi-stakeholder part-
nerships for the sustainable governance 

of forests (SDG 17 – Strengthen the 
means of implementation and revitalize 
the Global Partnership for Sustainable 
Development).

In 2019, UN-REDD has been active 
across diverse fronts that contribute 
widely to the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development, while fostering inner 
synergies, including with regard to the 
following SDG targets: 

 �Supporting measures towards decou-
pling economic growth from environ-
mental degradation (target 8.4)

 �Empowering and promoting the so-
cial, economic and political inclusion 
of all (target 10.2) by promoting 
multi-stakeholder dialogues, engage-
ment and partnerships 

 �Encouraging official development 
assistance and financial flows, in par-
ticular to least developed countries 
(target 10.B) 

 �Encouraging the private sector to 
adopt sustainable practices (target 
12.6) 

 �Broadening and strengthening the 
participation of developing countries 
in the institutions of global gover-
nance (target 16.8) 

 �Mobilizing additional financial re-
sources for developing countries from 
multiple sources (target 17.3) 

 �Offering international support for im-
plementing capacity-building in de-
veloping countries to support national 
plans to implement all SDGs, includ-
ing through South-South cooperation 
(target 17.9)

Country-specific examples of how UN-
REDD support is advancing the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development 
are found throughout the present report. 
Notable cases from 2019 are highlighted 
below.

In Côte d’Ivoire, the policy and financing 
work on the nexus between cocoa and 
forests supported by UN-REDD, cou-
pled with REDD+ pilot initiatives on the 
ground and the emerging jurisdictional 
approaches, serve as a catalyst for the 
2030 Agenda and its SDGs. These ef-
forts uniquely integrate several SDGs, 
notably with regard to sustainable farm-

ing (SDG 12), protecting and restoring 
forests (SDG 15), making the country a 
recognized force in global climate miti-
gation (SDG 13) and underpinning pub-
lic-private partnerships for sustainable 
production and trade (SDGs 12 and 17).

Direct contributions to SDG 13 (climate 
action), SDG 1 (no poverty) and SDG 15 
(life on land) are intrinsic to the national 
REDD+ strategy of Honduras, which 
prioritizes actions that give rise to co-
benefits beyond just mitigating climate 
change, such as biodiversity conserva-
tion and poverty alleviation. The institu-
tionalization of NFMS within the Govern-
ment also contributes to SDG target 15.9. 
Furthermore, Honduras is actively work-
ing to ensure the full and effective partic-
ipation of women in its national REDD+ 
strategy, as well as defining actions that 
are gender-sensitive, thus aligning with 
SDG 5 (gender equality).

In Myanmar, the focus on engagement 
with ethnic minorities continues to con-
tribute to progress on SDG 16 (peace, 
justice and strong institutions). The 
National Ceasefire Agreement calls for 
cooperation between the Government 
and ethnic armed organizations on envi-
ronmental conservation, but there have 
been no examples of such cooperation as 
yet. Given that REDD+ in Myanmar will 
operate at the national level, the en-
dorsement of specific REDD+ actions by 
the Government and ethnic armed orga-
nizations is essential. REDD+ in Myan-
mar will also contribute to SDG target 
15.2 – by 2020, promote the implemen-
tation of sustainable management of all 
types of forests, halt deforestation, re-
store degraded forests and substantially 
increase afforestation and reforestation 
globally. 
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Country results 
The following section outlines results across the 14 countries that were actively supported by UN-REDD in 2019 through technical 
assistance and national programmes. A “traffic light” colour code is used to give a snapshot of progress in each country against 
the two delivery-support mechanisms the Programme used in 2019, namely technical assistance (TA, comprising technical assis-
tance provided to ongoing national programmes and technical assistance for REDD+ implementation) and national programmes 
(NP).

TRAFFIC LIGHT SYSTEM
Each country has identified the type of support received from UN-REDD 
and the status of implementation. In the case of multiple types of support, 
each is listed separately. Under the traffic light system, the implementation 
status of each type of support is identified as follows:

Completed: All activities have been completed in 2019; the programme is 
pending closure or closed.

On track: All activities are under way in accordance with the 2019 annual 
workplan.

Delayed: Activities have been delayed. The cause of the delay and solu-
tions to ensure the programme’s successful completion are briefly outlined 
in the “Challenges and solutions” section.

ABBREVIATIONS FOR THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK PILLARS
In order to simplify country updates, the fol-
lowing abbreviations for the pillars of the War-
saw Framework will be used when discussing 
progress against the Framework:

NS/AP: National REDD+ Strategy or Action 
Plan

FREL/FRL: Forest Reference Emission Level/
Forest Reference Level

NFMS: National Forest Monitoring System(s)

SIS: Safeguard Information System(s)

Completed	 On track	 Delayed	

National Programme NP

Technical Assistance to  
REDD+ implementation TA
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ARGENTINA NP

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME

NS/AP: The national action plan on for-
ests and climate change (NAPFCC) of 
Argentina was published in January at 
the REDD+ Info Hub. The national action 
plan is considered to be the country’s 
NDC instrument to address the Land 
Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LU-
LUCF) sector commitment. It was devel-
oped based on a deforestation and forest 
degradation assessment and following a 
participatory process.

NFMS: 2019 was particularly relevant 
for the enhancement of the NFMS of the 
native forests of Argentina. Thanks to 
the continuous support of UN-REDD, the 
country consolidated and further boost-
ed progress with regard to the key pillars 
of the system:
1.	 �Management unit of the forest  

assessment system.

2.	 Deforestation early warning system.

3.	 �Second national inventory of native 
forests. 

4.	 National forest statistics programme.

FREL/FRL: FREL for deforestation at the 
subnational level (four forest regions, 
accounting for approximately 90 per 
cent of Argentinian forests) was finalized 
and submitted to the UNFCCC secretar-
iat in January 2019. The FREL reported is 
101,141,848 tCO2eq for the historical pe-
riod 2002–2013. The UNFCCC technical 
assessment was completed satisfactori-
ly, and the technical assessment report 
was published in November 2019.

SIS: Argentina made important prog-
ress in its national safeguards approach, 
completing key safeguards requirements 
under UNFCCC. The national safeguards 
interpretation and the SIS design doc-
ument were finalized and the SIS was 
made available online. The summary, 
reporting on how safeguards have been 
addressed and respected in the period 
2014–2019, was submitted to the UNF-
CCC secretariat. A toolkit for NAPFCC 
implementation was developed, with 
guidance on participation; free, prior and 
informed consent; gender; and planning 
for social and environmental benefits.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
While the UN-REDD national programme 
focused on the readiness phase and 
therefore did not implement REDD+ 
actions on the ground, it provided 
support to the country in identifying, 
calculating and reporting to the secre-
tariat of UNFCCC emissions reductions 
achieved through other means. Argenti-
na remains committed to implementing 
actions aimed at reducing emissions and 
enhancing carbon stocks, the country 
is continuing REDD+ work through the 
implementation of an Forest Carbon 
Partnership Facility (FCPF) project and is 
exploring options to secure results-based 
payments through GCF. 

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
The main challenges in 2019 were elec-
toral activity and a change of Govern-
ment. The authorities asked UN-REDD 
not to organize any high-level workshops 
or meetings as of July 2019. As a result, 
the closure of public activities prevented 
the sharing of several important results, 
such as the SIS, summary of information 
and the technical annex of the BUR, 
which were finalized between September 
and November 2019. The change of Gov-
ernment in December 2019 also resulted 
in the rescheduling to the first quarter of 
2020 of visits by the UN-REDD technical 
advisors aimed at informing the new 
authorities about REDD+ issues.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
A draft assessment to integrate gender 
considerations for the implementation 
of the NAPFCC of Argentina was devel-
oped. This assessment included specific 
discussions on gender dynamics around 
REDD+. A tool to integrate gender con-
siderations for NAPFCC implementation 
was developed in 2019, together with 
guidance for public servants on how to 
implement free, prior and informed con-
sent for indigenous peoples, with a view 
of applying it through REDD+ implemen-
tation. These two instruments are part of 
a set of tools that form the REDD+ SIS of 
Argentina.
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PARTNERSHIPS 
The UN-REDD national programme is 
being implemented in coordination with 
the country’s FCPF readiness project. 
Interaction between the two initiatives is 
ensuring that efforts are not duplicated, 
as well as identifying potential comple-
mentarities and areas for follow up by 
the FCPF project once the UN-REDD 
national programme is closed.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The UN-REDD national programme 
of Argentina responds directly to SDG 
13 (climate action), while SDG 15 (life 
on land) is intrinsic to the NAPFCC, 
which prioritizes actions that give rise 
to co-benefits beyond just mitigating 
climate change, such as biodiversity 
conservation and climate change adap-
tation. The strengthening of NFMS also 

contributes to SDG target 15.9. Aligning 
with SDG 5 (gender equality), UN-REDD 
is actively working to ensure the full and 
effective participation of women in the 
country’s REDD+ process.

TIMELINE

October 
Became Partner 
Country

2009 2012 2013 2014 2015 2019

November 
Approval of 
targeted support

July Policy 
Board approval 
of NP

March Signature 
of NPD
April First Fund 
Transfer for NP

July 
NP Final Evaluation
December  
NP End Date
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME

NP

NS/AP: The national REDD+ strategy 
document of Bangladesh was completed 
in 2019. The first national consultation on 
the strategy was held in February 2019, 
focusing on institutional arrangements 
and coordination, and was followed by 
target-setting workshops in April and a 
national workshop in May 2019. The final 
validation workshop for the strategy was 
held on 29 June 2019.

FREL/FRL: A revised version of the FRL 
was submitted to the UNFCCC secretari-
at in January 2019, having been approved 
by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change. UN-REDD support-
ed Government counterparts in the tech-
nical assessment process, by means of 
technical training and consultations, up 
to the closure of the national programme 
in June 2019.

NFMS: Following its launch in Decem-
ber 2018, the Bangladesh Forest Infor-
mation System (BFIS)and its modules 
were reviewed, maintained and updated 
during 2019 by the Bangladesh Forest 
Department with technical support from 
UN-REDD. A data sharing policy for the 

Bangladesh Forest Department was ap-
proved by the Ministry in June 2019.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
The recommendations arising from a 
one-week stocktaking mission undertak-
en in March 2018 were submitted, along 
with a no-cost extension request, in April 

2018, to extend the Programme to June 
2019, taking into account the delayed 
initiation of activities and the lack of a 
mid-term review. However, these recom-
mendations were not officially commu-
nicated to the national project steering 
committee until December 2018, and 
many were therefore not acted upon. 
Prominent recommendations referred 
to a budget revision, regular meetings of 
the UN-REDD Executive Board and ac-
celerated actions on the national REDD+ 
strategy. Formal approval of the budget 
revision was secured from the Ministry 
in January 2019, two Programme Exec-
utive Board meetings were convened in 
February and June 2019, respectively, 
to support the timely conclusion of the 
strategy, with input from an additional 
international expert who was recruited 
to support the review and finalization of 
the strategy.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
The national programme engaged a 
gender expert for eight regional con-
sultations on policies and measures to 
ensure that gender concerns were main-
streamed, with the results of those con-
sultations being reflected in the national 
REDD+ strategy. 

BANGLADESH
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The national programme designed a con-
sultation process that ensured the active 
participation of indigenous peoples and 
civil society organizations in the process 
to develop the policies and measures. 

This process was based on the partic-
ipation of national indigenous people 
and civil society representatives who 
were selected by their constituencies to 
engage with the Programme Executive 
Board. Indigenous peoples were widely 
represented during the validation of the 
national REDD+ strategy, which also 
includes measures to ensure their con-
tinual engagement in future phases of 
REDD+.

PARTNERSHIPS 
UN-REDD support continued to be 
coordinated alongside the Bangladesh 
NFI project of USAID. The national 
programme provided support to the In-
vestment Plan Preparation Project team 
of the World Bank Forest Investment 
Programme, as well as inputs to the 
development of the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) project proposal on the 
Capacity-building Initiative for Transpar-
ency and the country proposal for the 
readiness window of the GCF.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The national programme contributes to 
SDG indicator 13 b, by building capacity 
for climate change-related planning and 
management. The BFIS supports the pro-

vision and transparency of information 
required to adapt planning processes 
to the impacts of climate change and to 
mitigate emissions related to Agriculture, 
Forestry and Other Land Uses (AFO-
LU); the REDD+ strategy development 
process provides a policy framework for 
these planning processes, and the FRL 
provides a benchmark against which the 
effectiveness of plans can be assessed. 
The national programme also contributes 
to SDG indicator 15.2 (indicator 15.2.1) 
by promoting the sustainable manage-
ment of forests, restoration of degraded 
forests and increase in afforestation in 
Bangladesh, through the development 
and institutionalization of the national 
REDD+ strategy.

TIMELINE

August  
Became  
Partner  
Country

2010 2012 2013 2014 2015 2019

January Approval of targeted support (1st)
July Approval of targeted support (2nd)
August Approval of targeted support (3rd)

July  
Approval of 
targeted  
support (4th)

December 
Policy Board 
approval  
of NP

May Signature
of NPD
June First Fund
Transfer for NP

June  
NP End Date
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CHILE NP

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME

PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
NS/AP: Several measures of the national 
REDD+ strategy (ENCCRV) were as-
sessed for implementation through the 
field testing of new sustainable models 
for forest management that can be repli-
cated and scaled up. 

FREL/FRL: The first REDD+ technical 
annex was revised by the UNFCCC sec-
retariat. REDD+ emission reductions 
were confirmed.

NFMS: Progress was made in the inte-
gration and harmonization of the cadas-
tre and evaluation of vegetation resourc-
es of Chile project, the national inventory 
of greenhouse gas emissions, the NFI 
and the wood energy inventory. 

SIS: An operational module is currently 
under development, including the design 
of the national modules and indicators. 

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
UN-REDD and other international coop-
eration funds, including FCPF, the Swiss 

Agency for Development and Coopera-
tion and GEF, collaborated during 2019 to 
support Chile to mobilize $63.3 million 
from GCF for REDD+ results obtained in 
the period 2014–2016. Those resources 
will be channelled to support six regions 
in the country (Maule, Biobio, Ñuble, Ar-
aucania, Los Rios and Los Lagos), where 
native species will be planted across 
7,688 hectares, a total of 4,271 hectares 
of native forest that have disappeared or 
been degraded will be restored, sustain-
able management will be implemented 
across 9,738 hectares of native forest, 
and silvicultural preventive actions will 
be promoted across 3,888 hectares.

With UN-REDD support, the imple-
mentation of four new models of forest 
management continued to test novel 
approaches to sustainable forest man-
agement and ecological restoration in 
diverse landscapes of the Coquimbo, 
Metropolitan, Araucania and Magallanes 
regions. The results of these pilot initia-
tives will inform the implementation of 
the REDD+ strategy at the regional level 
and eventually at the national scale. 

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
Chile’s national programme encountered 
challenges relating to social inclusion 
and safeguard implementation in 2019. 
To overcome those challenges, UN-
REDD supported the establishment of 
a permanent participatory process that 
was free, informed and respectful, and 
that incorporated all the cultural aspects 
relevant to the communities concerned. 
Steps were also taken to incorporate 
the traditional activities of women in 
the ecological restoration processes. In 
order to ensure the appropriate inclusion 
of safeguards in the implementation of 
activities, UN-REDD provided technical 
backstopping on environmental and 
social safeguards. In addition, significant 
effort was made to disseminate and raise 
awareness of the tools set out in the 
ENCCRV for environmental and social 
frameworks. 

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
The Chile national programme made 
progress on several fronts with regard 
to gender and social inclusion in 2019. A 
major achievement relating to the imple-
mentation of pilot approaches for forest 
management was the incorporation of 
farming women from the Ovalle com-
mune in the process of ecological resto-
ration in Cerro Blanco. A group of women 
were included in the formulation and 
design of the project and were offered 
scheduling flexibility during the imple-
mentation phase so as to mitigate the 
effect of their absence from their house-
hold, thereby reducing the risk of them 
abandoning the project. The hill where 
they worked was once known as the “Hill 
of shame”. Today, thanks to their efforts, 
the community now calls it the “Hill of 
hope”. As a result of this success, Chile 
is working on ways to replicate and scale 
up this experience and promote financial 
incentives for women to participate in 
environmental restoration processes.

The implementation of pilot approach-
es for sustainable forest management 
included workshops and meetings with 
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traditional authorities to address relevant 
cultural aspects that were prioritized by 
communities in the actions taking place 
in their areas. One important achieve-
ment was the participatory process led 
by the Quinquén community resulting in 
the design of a payment for ecosystem 
services scheme, which is expected to be 
implemented in 2020.

PARTNERSHIPS 
Thanks to the contribution from UN-
REDD, Chile is eligible for results-based 

payments. The National Forest Corpora-
tion (CONAF) made progress in building 
capacities to seek international financing 
to implement the ENCCRV. The country’s 
results-based payments phase is ex-
pected to begin in 2021 with GCF funds, 
comprising payment for reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions generated 
during the period 2014–2016, and con-
tinue thereafter in 2023 with funds from 
the FCPF Emissions Reductions Payment 
Agreement, comprising payment for 
such reductions in 2018.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
Implementation of the ENCCRV con-
tributes directly to SDGs 13 (climate 
action) and 15 (life on land) and indi-
rectly to SDGs 6 (Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of water and 
sanitation for all), 8 (Promote sustained, 
inclusive and sustainable economic 
growth, full and productive employment 
and work for all) and 12 (sustainable 
consumption and production). 

TIMELINE

December 
Became Partner 
Country

2011 2013 2014 2015 20202017

November 
Approval 
of targeted 
support

November  
Policy Board 
approval of NP

December 
Planned NP 
End Date

August Signature  
of NPD
October First Fund 
Transfer for NP
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COLOMBIA TA

PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK
NFMS: With the support of UN-REDD, 
Colombia completed the analysis of the 
second technical annex for REDD+ in 
compliance with UNFCCC requirements.
UN-REDD and the World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF), through the Norwegian 
International Climate and Forest Initia-
tive, facilitated a South-South exchange 
on lessons learned and best practices 
with Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Pan-
ama.

The Programme also updated the road 
map for the implementation of the NFI in 
the country.

FREL/FRL: The country finalized its first 
national FREL, with technical support 
from UN-REDD, as well as the submis-
sion of the second technical annex of 
REDD+.

SIS: With the support of UN-REDD, 
Colombia finalized its third summary of 
safeguards information and drafted its 
fourth, which is currently under review. 

The Programme trained new officials on 
previous safeguards processes.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
UN-REDD trained key directors from the 
Colombian fund for financing the agri-
culture and livestock sectors (FINAGRO) 
in the review of their forest products and 
incentives portfolio, and facilitated an 
exchange with other national develop-
ment banks in the region to strengthen 
their knowledge and capacities, thereby 
enabling them to adapt their products to 
finance REDD+ activities.
The Programme implemented communi-
ty forest management activities, enhanc-
ing social capital and developing value 
chains for specific products in various 
districts throughout the country (An-
tioquia, Cauca, Bolívar, Valle del Cauca, 
Chocó, Tolima, Putumayo, Huila). 
Thanks to a partnership with WWF, a 
South-South dialogue was convened with 
representatives of the afrodescendant, 
indigenous and peasant communities of 
11 countries from the region to strength-
en their capacities and share experienc-
es, best practices and lessons learned on 

diversified agroforestry systems (cacao, 
coffee, vanilla and honey).
With the support of UN-REDD, the In-
stitute of Hydrology, Meteorology and 
Environmental Studies (IDEAM), devel-
oped a road map for all the participatory 
community monitoring work related to 
REDD+. IDEAM also received technical 
support at the fourth annual seminar 
on forest cover monitoring – a national 
seminar with the participation of inter-
national panellists. Communication and 
dissemination materials were produced 
for all REDD+ activities, leading to im-
proved knowledge management among 
stakeholders.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
Changes in Government focal points de-
layed the delivery of technical assistance 
to Colombia. Country visits were com-
bined with capacity-building directed to 
new personnel to address the challenges 
identified.

The limited availability of some of the 
country focal points changed the focus 
of the activities agreed upon under the 
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UN-REDD technical assistance. The 
Programme made repeated follow-ups 
with the local authorities to address this 
challenge.

The new officials of the national entities 
perceived the technical assistance as 
isolated support from the United Na-
tions entities involved in UN-REDD. The 
Programme has actively engaged focal 
points to address this challenge.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
Gender equity was analysed in the Heart 
of the Amazonia Programme, in partic-
ular the important roles of women and 
men in the processes of conservation 
and preservation, the use and manage-
ment of forests and jungles and raising 
awareness among the Programme’s 
stakeholders. Subsequently, the country 
generated the first results of the imple-
mentation of the technical assistance 
model for community forest manage-
ment in the framework of the REDD+ 
national strategy (ENREDD+). Several 
initiatives to implement this model were 
carried out specifically within peasant, 
indigenous and afrodescendant commu-
nities. Two reports presenting the results 
of community-based forest management 
efforts, including the gender approach, 
were published.

At the national level, with UN-REDD 
support, the Ministry of Environment and 
Sustainable Development convened the 
fourth national REDD+ platform meeting 
(mesa nacional REDD+) in January 2019. 
Capacity development was provided 
throughout the year to indigenous peo-

ples’ organizations – the National Indig-
enous Organization of Colombia (ONIC) 
and the Organization of the Indigenous 
Towns of the Colombian Amazonia (OPI-
AC) – on the joint declaration of intent 
between the Government of Colombia 
and the Governments of Germany, Nor-
way and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Northern Ireland (JDI), the 
REDD+ implementation framework and 
climate finance. With UN-REDD support, 
the permanent national REDD+ plat-
form, established by indigenous peoples’ 
organizations and the Government of 
Colombia, agreed to design a national 
environmental commission for indige-
nous peoples with the mandate to deal 
with forest and deforestation issues in 
indigenous territories. This represents a 
milestone in the implementation of the 
national development plan, and a critical 
platform for implementing the national 
REDD+ strategy.

The Programme produced a video high-
lighting community monitoring carried 
out by an Afrodescendant community 
in the north of Chocó to empower local 
communities and to promote the impor-
tance of forest monitoring.

PARTNERSHIPS
On community monitoring, UN-REDD 
worked with IDEAM, civil society organi-
zations and other institutions, including 
WWF, The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
the German Agency for International 
Cooperation (GIZ), Fondo Acción, Fun-
dación Natura, and Fundación para la 
Conservación y el Desarrollo Sostenible, 
in developing joint planning and activi-

ties. FAO signed an agreement with the 
Ministry of Environment and Sustainable 
Development to support the implemen-
tation of community forest management 
together with other partners. The Pro-
gramme generated crucial information 
that was used to build the capacities of 
the autonomous regional authorities, 
communities and other stakeholders.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
Technical assistance to Colombia con-
tributed to SDG 5 (gender equality), spe-
cifically to target 5.A, which stresses the 
importance of giving women equal rights 
to economic resources, as well as access 
to ownership and control over land and 
other forms of natural resources. Activ-
ities contributed directly to SDG 13 (cli-
mate action), to targets 13.2 to integrate 
climate change measures into national 
policies and 13.3 to improve aware-
ness-raising and institutional capacity on 
climate change mitigation, as well as to 
SDG 15 (life on land), in particular target 
15.2 by promoting the sustainable man-
agement of forests, halting deforestation 
and restoration of degraded forests.

TIMELINE

August  
Became Partner 
Country

2010 2013 2014 2015 2018 2019

February Approval 
of targeted support
June Policy Board
approval of NP

August Signature of NPD
First Fund Transfer for NP
September Approval of 
regional CNA incl. Colombia

June  
• NP end date
• NP Final 
Evaluation

June  
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation 
(continued)

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)

2017

June Approval 
of 2018-2020 
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation
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PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
In 2019, UN-REDD provided support to 
the Congo with the consolidation of the 
NFMS and the FREL revision. Building on 
the technical know-how developed for 
the FREL construction, the Congo final-
ized and validated its change map for the 
period 2014–2016 with technical support 
from UN-REDD. The map served as a ba-
sis for negotiating its deforestation cap in 
the letter of intention to the Central Afri-
can Forest Initiative (CAFI), showing real 
strengthening of the MRV capacities of 
the National Centre for Forest Inventory 
and Zoning (CNIAF). 

The country also geared up in terms of 
technology, by adopting cloud-comput-
ing solutions for monitoring forest per-
turbations and deriving high-resolution 
deforestation and degradation maps for 
the period 2016–2018 for the Likouala 
department. The methodology will be 
replicated and extended at the national 
level to include degradation as a REDD+ 
activity in the revised FREL, to be final-
ized in 2020.

In 2019, the Programme improved the 
country’s capacities for monitoring forest 
emissions, especially those related to 
forest degradation, and inventory data 
analysis, thereby greatly improving its 
reporting data set. This will enable the 
country to submit its first BUR by 2020, 
which will include a technical annex of 
REDD+ results.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
UN-REDD supported the finalization 
of a GCF full proposal (with FAO as 
the accredited entity) that was due for 
submission in January 2020, which 
aims to secure financing for the REDD+ 
investment plan for reducing pressure on 
forests from small-scale agriculture and 
fuelwood collection. 

The proposal is fully aligned with the 
national REDD+ investment plan and 
should allow the country to achieve 
economic diversification alongside 

low-emission climate resilience develop-
ment and to position itself as a strategic 
partner and a leading figure in global 
action addressing climate change.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
Changes in the country’s REDD+ coor-
dination unit and uncertainty over its 
future funding resulted in delays in the 
national validation and approval of UN-
REDD products in 2019. UN-REDD is 
working to support the mobilization of 
resources, from sources such as GCF and 
CAFI, to support the National System 
of Agricultural and Forestry Innovation 
(SNIAF) and maintain the country’s nor-
mative REDD+ activities.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
UN-REDD in the Congo actively encour-
ages the involvement of female experts 
and participants at all stages of REDD+ 
readiness and implementation.

The Consultation Framework for Con-
golese Civil Society and Indigenous 
Peoples (CACO-REDD), which is key to 
the REDD+ process in the country, was 
established by representatives of civil 
society organizations and indigenous 
people to coordinate their engagement 
in REDD+ in the country. CACO-REDD 
members were invited to and consulted 
during the kick-off meetings and consul-
tations on UN-REDD activities. However, 

most of the work supported by UN-
REDD in 2019 was at the institutional 
level, resulting in limited direct engage-
ment with indigenous peoples, who are 
mostly located in one remote region of 
the country.

PARTNERSHIPS 
REDD+ partners in the Congo enjoy 
fruitful collaboration thanks to the 
long-established coordination between 
UN-REDD, FCPF, l’Agence française de 
développement (AFD), CAFI and the 
European Forest Institute’s EU REDD 
Facility. Face-to-face coordination meet-
ings are held regularly among partners 
during missions at the national level, 
or, alternatively, meetings are held via 
videoconference. The number of joint 
projects between partners is testament 
to the strength of these partnerships, in-
cluding, for example, the FCPF emissions 
reduction programme, which builds on 
collaboration between the World Bank, 
AFD and UN-REDD. The FCPF readiness 
fund and UN-REDD have developed joint 
workplans over the years in support of 
REDD+ coordination.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
UN-REDD supports the Congo in achiev-
ing SDG 13 (climate action) and SDG 15 
(life on land) by supporting the country’s 
transition from REDD+ readiness to im-
plementation.
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UN-REDD also provided support in the 
form of progress in community-level 
REDD+ pilot initiatives, which are yield-
ing valuable lessons and inspiring stake-
holders, and supported the advancement 
of decentralized, jurisdictional approach-
es to REDD+. UN-REDD is ensuring 
the alignment of these subnational 
processes with the national REDD+ 
strategy and its policy framework. The 
UN-REDD collaborating agencies have 
also provided support to cocoa compa-
nies, such as Mondelez, to develop an 
action framework within the cocoa and 
forests initiative in collaboration with the 
Government. 
Regarding the NFMS, which is a key 
pillar to demonstrate progress and 
enable public-private partnerships for 
REDD+, the country developed a meth-
odology for the assessment of emission 
factors from fire (which was validated 
nationally) and also a methodology for 
the assessment of forest degradation 
(with advances in terms of definitions, 
indicators, institutional arrangements 
and protocols). These methodological 
advancements will enable the country 
to revise and enhance the FREL in 2020, 
which will be critical for the mobilization 
of international climate finance and the 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE
PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW  
FRAMEWORK 
NS/AP: With technical advice and fi-
nancial support provided by UN-REDD 
over recent years, Côte d’Ivoire has 
achieved the four pillars of the Warsaw 
Framework for REDD+. The national 
REDD+ strategy, which was adopted by 
the Government in 2017, was translated 
into an investment plan in 2019, and was 
retained as the base for the NDC review 
process planned worldwide for 2020. 

FREL/FRL: The FREL, which had been 
submitted to the UNFCCC secretariat in 
2017, was appraised with a view to pro-
ducing and submitting a new, enhanced 
version in 2020. 

NFMS: With regard to the NFMS, which 
is already functional, in 2019 UN-REDD 
helped the country develop the meth-
odology for the assessment of emission 
factors from fire and to cover forest deg-
radation. This new NFMS methodology 
will soon be tested to produce a revised 
FREL in 2020. 

SIS: Finally, in 2019 the country finalized 
and submitted its first summary of safe-
guards information.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION 
UN-REDD technical assistance is partic-
ularly timely and instrumental at present 
as Côte d’Ivoire is making the transition 
to REDD+ implementation. In 2019, 
UN-REDD helped the country to make 
progress on a series of policy, institution-
al, technical, partnership, legal and field 
arrangements. For instance, discussions 
were held with the GCF secretariat 
regarding the financing of the forerun-
ner programme of the national REDD+ 
investment framework, which focuses 
on zero-deforestation agriculture by 
connecting cocoa production with reduc-
ing deforestation and promoting forest 
restoration. This investment programme 
also engages with private companies 
through the Cocoa and Forest Initiative. 

engagement of the private sector, as well 
as for the NDC review process. 

In addition, a new national Forest Code 
was finalized and adopted in 2019 (law 
no. 675/2019). In order to implement 
the Forest Code, UN-REDD assisted the 
Ministry of Water and Forests to formu-
late a series of draft regulatory texts as 
well as with a review of an investment 
portfolio for the country that will be pre-
sented at a donor round table in 2020. 
The legal review by UN-REDD was sub-
stantial, covering more than ten legal 
texts. In total, 23 legal texts will be ad-
opted, and thus the UN-REDD technical 
assistance will continue in the same vein 
throughout 2020. 

UN-REDD support in 2019 was also 
instrumental in the design, testing and 
review of the structure of the country’s 
SIS platform. Côte d’Ivoire improved its 
matrix for the national interpretation of 
UNFCCC REDD+ safeguards by incorpo-
rating elements of the World Bank and 
GCF safeguards frameworks. The design 
of the financial mechanism is advancing, 
with some feasibility studies ongoing in 
addition to the dialogues on a cocoa-for-
est economic and financing model that 
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would reconcile production, trade and 
conservation goals. 

UN-REDD provided additional support 
to the Ministry of Water and Forests, 
including through a South-South coop-
eration initiative with the Government 
of Costa Rica comprising a high-level 
mission and a joint action plan, as well as 
by building an investment portfolio to be 
finalized and submitted to a donor round 
table in early 2020.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
The major challenge faced by Côte 
d’Ivoire is the coordination of the differ-
ent sectors, investments and partners 
– public and private alike – in order to 
advance substantially and coherently 
along the cocoa-forest nexus, decoupling 
cocoa production from deforestation and 
integrating forest restoration at scale. 
Consolidating a cross-sectoral dynamic 
around cocoa and forests, and crafting 
robust public-private partnerships, are 
arduous tasks which also require reliable 
international funding. Looking forward, a 
great opportunity lies ahead in 2020 as 
Côte d’Ivoire revises its NDC to integrate 
the scope and ambition of the REDD+ 
agenda, with support from the UN-REDD 
collaborating agencies. 

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
As stated in the first summary of safe-
guards information submitted by Côte 
d’Ivoire to the UNFCCC secretariat, 
the country is drafting a manual on 
gender-based approaches to REDD+, 
which will become part of the criteria 
for designing, appraising and monitoring 
REDD+ actions and investments. More-

over, all the relevant efforts pertaining 
to cocoa and forests that are under way 
aim at empowering farmers and commu-
nities to enhance their production and 
incomes, while safeguarding the local 
forests and natural resources, including 
through agroforestry practices and forest 
restoration endeavours. Although it is a 
very inclusive agenda at the grassroots 
level, funding – beyond that provided for 
pilot projects – has been scarce.

PARTNERSHIPS
UN-REDD has played a catalytic role 
in private sector engagement in the 
Côte d’Ivoire REDD+ process. Economic 
models on sustainable cocoa production 
developed by UN-REDD professionals, 
together with the UNEP Finance Initia-
tive team, have received wide approval 
among stakeholders (agribusiness, 
government and non-governmental or-
ganizations) and a data collection effort 
is under way to improve the economic 
models and expand them to account for 
other value chains. In 2019, the “1 for 
20” partnership was created to mobilize 
private investment to implement the 
economic models, finance smallholders 
and improve forest cover in the country. 
Managed from Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, the 
“1 for 20” partnership is a collaboration 
between the Ministry for the Environ-
ment and Sustainable Development, the 
Ministry of Economy and Finance, the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment, and the Coffee Cocoa Council. 
It is supported jointly by professionals 
from UN-REDD, the UNEP Finance 
Initiative and the EU REDD Facility. In 
November 2019, a two-day consultation 
event was held in Abidjan with over 120 

participants from private companies, 
financial institutions (e.g., BNP Paribas, 
Advans), Government institutions, civil 
society and international organizations. 
The event was aimed at clarifying the 
need and opportunities for financing 
agroforestry and developing value chains 
for agroforestry and forest products from 
new models to restore the Ivorian forest. 
Overall, the engagement of the private 
sector remains dynamic, notably through 
the international Cocoa and Forests Ini-
tiative and the Sustainable Trade Initia-
tive. GCF organized an Africa dialogue on 
REDD+ in Côte d’Ivoire, with UN-REDD 
sharing its lessons learned in one of the 
keynote interventions. The Governors’ 
Climate and Forests Task Force – a sub-
national collaboration between states 
and provinces in various countries – also 
engaged in Côte d’Ivoire in 2019 with two 
capacity-building and strategy-building 
projects on jurisdictional approaches to 
REDD+.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The policy and financing work on the co-
coa-forest nexus in Côte d’Ivoire, coupled 
with the REDD+ pilot initiatives on the 
ground and the emerging jurisdictional 
approaches, is a catalyst of the 2030 
Agenda. These efforts have a unique 
ability to fulfil several SDGs, notably with 
regard to sustainable farming (SDG 12), 
protecting and restoring forests (SDG 
15), making the country a recognized 
force in global climate mitigation (SDG 
13) and underpinning public-private part-
nerships for sustainable production and 
trade (SDGs 12 and 17).

TIMELINE

June  
Became 
Partner 
Country

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2017 2018 2019

November 
Approval 
of targeted 
support  
(1st)

December 
Approval 
of targeted 
support  
(2nd)

July Policy Board approval 
of NP
August Approval of targeted 
support (3rd)
October Approval of regional 
CNA incl. Cote d’Ivoire
November Signature of NPD
December First Fund Transfer 
for NP

January 
Approval 
of targeted 
support 
(4th) (part 
of regional 
support for 
West Africa

June  
Approval of 
2018-2020  
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation

April  
NP Dnd  
Date
December  
NP Final 
Evaluation

TA for REDD+ 
Implementation 
(continued)
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Impact Story: Côte d’Ivoire
FINANCING THE TRANSITION TO AGROFORESTRY FOR THE COCOA 
INDUSTRY OF CÔTE D’IVOIRE 

Bamba Ibrahim is a 35-year-old cocoa farmer in 
Agboville, Côte d’Ivoire. He grew up in a family 
of cocoa farmers and has been farming full-time 
since he was 15. Today, his cocoa beans are worth 

less than they were a few years ago, as the price of cocoa 
has dropped. “Of course, I wish I had more land so I 
could plant more cocoa and make more income,” he says.

The chocolate industry is one of the largest in the 
world, with an annual retail market value of approxi-
mately $100 billion. West Africa accounts for 70 per 
cent of global cocoa production, supplied by smallholder 
farmers like Ibrahim. Côte d’Ivoire and Ghana are the 
largest producers, and in Côte d’Ivoire, cocoa production 
and trade represent 40 per cent of export revenues, 
employing eight million people - almost one third of the 
country’s population.

Over the years, extensive cultivation practices have led 
to the ever-increasing expansion of cocoa areas, deterio-
ration of soil quality and decreasing crop yields. This has 
resulted in large-scale deforestation in Côte d’Ivoire, with 
over 80 per cent of the country’s forests now gone.

There are many options that could ensure sustainabili-
ty while increasing yields, namely climate-smart agricul-
ture, soil conservation practices, and the promotion of 
agroforestry to ensure shade-grown cocoa production 
and soil rehabilitation. But how to streamline these solu-
tions is intimately linked to knowledge dissemination and 
the availability of financing.

“The UN-REDD Programme has helped bring the dif-
ferent partners together to set up mechanisms that will 
enable small farmers to access finance,” says Kouamé 
Ahoulou Ernest, Coordinator of the national REDD+ sec-
retariat. “The UN-REDD Programme is helping build sus-
tainable cocoa production by engaging the private sector 
and technical partners and by encouraging farmers to 
use high-quality seedlings and the right agroforestry 
techniques to take care of their plantations.”

 “We have introduced agroforestry in some pilot proj-
ects,” says Jean Paul Aka, a national sustainable land-use 
finance specialist. “But if we want to scale up, we need 
to help farmers working outside cooperatives to access 
finance, in order for them to convert to agroforestry, 
buy seeds and bridge the revenue gap while waiting for 
the new plants to bear cocoa fruits. That’s what we’re 
working on.” 

One challenge for smallholders is the need to possess 
a land title in order to qualify for a bank loan. Obtain-
ing a title costs about $1,400 per hectare, a sum that 
not many farmers can afford. UN-REDD has therefore 
started to bring together cooperatives, cocoa producers, 
supply chain businesses, traders, the forestry sector, 
the fruit sector and the national and international banks 
in the hope of developing a mechanism to help these 
farmers access finance for titling. This means the world 
to smallholders like Ibrahim, who has never been able 
to even taste chocolate due to the prohibitive price. “For 
the money I would have to spend on a bar of chocolate I 
can buy a bag of rice to feed a family of seven people,” he 
says.
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME
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system for forest management and mon-
itoring (SIGMOF) as the official infor-
mation platform of the Institute and of 
Honduras. A capacity-building workshop 
was conducted for the technical staff of 
the Institute and the Secretariat of Envi-
ronment and Natural Resources (MiAm-
biente+) to ensure proper management 
of the SIGMOF. The official launch of the 
SIGMOF and of the map of forest cover 
for 2018 took place in November 2019.

SIS: The National Committee of Environ-
mental and Social Safeguards of Hondu-
ras (CONASASH) carried out dissemi-
nation and validation processes for the 
design and preparation of the SIS, the 
national focus of safeguards, the consult-
ing protocol methodology of the REDD+ 
project, the grievance mechanism and 
conflict management mechanism of the 
REDD strategy of Honduras (MQRMC), 
and the cultural safeguards, with the 
engagement of multiple indigenous orga-
nizations, such as the Board of the Lenca 
Indigenous Peoples Unit of Honduras, 
the Confederation of Indigenous Peoples 
of Honduras, and the School for Equality 
and Empowerment of Rural Women.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION 
Honduras undertook many activities 
and established important guidelines in 
preparation for REDD+ implementation 
processes in 2019, including the follow-
ing documents: EN-REDD+, strategic so-
cial evaluation report, environmental and 
social management framework, analysis 
of the perceptions of the causes of defor-
estation, economic analysis of actions for 
the restoration of productive landscapes 
in Honduras, national programme for 
the recovery of goods and services of 
degraded ecosystems, first summary of 
safeguards information, cultural safe-
guards, gender equality and environment 
strategy, action plan for gender inclusion, 
guide for the incorporation of the gender 
perspective in the development of envi-
ronmental projects, and FRELs.

HONDURAS

PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK
NS/AP: In 2019, Honduras finalized its 
national REDD+ strategy (EN-REDD+) 
and socialized the strategy’s policies, ac-
tions and measures with REDD+ stake-
holders. To facilitate implementation 
and responsible monitoring of EN-REDD, 
a technical profile was developed for a 
Climate Change Management and Moni-
toring Unit to operate under the National 
Directorate of Climate Change.

FREL: The process of collecting inputs 
for the FREL was completed and is cur-
rently being validated for subsequent 
formalization. The FREL was also up-
dated for the five REDD + activities, to 
allow Honduras to be evaluated based 
on performance and contribution to the 
mitigation of climate change through 
action related to forests and subsequent-
ly access mechanisms for results-based 
payments. 

NFMS: The National Institute for Forest 
Conservation and Development, Protect-
ed Areas and Wildlife established decree 
002-2019 to formalize the information 
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CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
Institutional changes in the Secretariat of 
Energy, Natural Resources, Environment 
and Mining took place in 2019, causing 
some delays in the validation process-
es related to REDD+. To overcome the 
challenge of those changes, the national 
programme proposed the establishment 
of a Climate Change Management and 
Monitoring Unit under the National Di-
rectorate of Climate Change, with the 
responsibility of carrying out periodic 
monitoring of climate change mitigation 
and adaptation indicators in order to 
comply with international commitments. 
In order to ensure effective implemen-
tation of REDD+ in Honduras, greater 
coordination is needed to link all the rel-
evant institutions to the Climate Change 
Management and Monitoring Unit. The 
establishment of a REDD+ Coordinating 
Unit, under the National Directorate of 
Climate Change/MiAmbiente+, is there-
fore proposed to coordinate and monitor 
all the actions of REDD+ implementa-
tion.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
In terms of stakeholder participation, 
in order to ensure full and effective 
participation with a genderresponsive 
approach, under the leadership of Mi-
Ambiente+ and with the support and co-
ordination of the National Women’s In-
stitute, the College of Forest Engineers of 
Honduras and the management network 
of the broadleaved forest of Honduras, 
the following instruments were launched: 
a gender and environment equality strat-
egy, an action plan for gender inclusion, 
and a guide for the incorporation of the 
gender perspective in the development 
of environmental projects.
As a result of those efforts, an institu-
tional workshop was held to promote the 
empowerment of gender actions tar-
geting the technical staff in all the units 

of MiAmbiente+, as well as all the staff 
working on projects being implemented 
by the project coordination office of Mi-
Ambiente+ and the National Women’s 
Institute.

Moreover, the REDD+ project interven-
tions were all highly participatory, with 
indigenous peoples actively participating 
in the SIS socialization and validation 
workshops, as well as the cultural safe-
guard and its mechanism of complaints, 
claims and conflict management.

PARTNERSHIPS
As requested by the Ministry of Energy, 
Natural Resources, Environment and 
Mining and with the support of the Na-
tional Directorate of Climate Change, a 
proposal will be prepared for GCF for the 
funding of two pilot projects arising from 
work on REDD+. In addition, through the 
GEF project CONECTA+, a pilot proj-
ect will be executed to implement the 
Warsaw Framework locally and with a 
strong gender focus. In addition, a letter 

of agreement was signed between the 
International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) and UNDP for the elabo-
ration of the national programme for the 
conservation of terrestrial ecosystems, to 
be finalized in February 2020.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The national programme is directly relat-
ed to SDG 13 (climate action). SDG 1 (no 
poverty) and SDG 15 (life on land) are 
intrinsic to the national REDD+ strategy, 
which prioritizes action that produces 
co-benefits beyond mitigating climate 
change, such as biodiversity conserva-
tion and poverty alleviation. The institu-
tionalization of the NFMS within the Na-
tional Institute for Forest Conservation 
and Development, Protected Areas and 
Wildlife also contributes to SDG target 
15.9. Furthermore, the full and effective 
participation of women in the project is 
being actively worked on, as is defining 
actions that are gender-sensitive, thus 
aligning with SDG 5 (gender equality).

TIMELINE

June  
Became Partner 
Country

2011 2013 2014 2015 2019 2020

September Approval of
targeted support (1st)
December Approval of
targeted support (2nd)

September Approval of regional 
CNA, including Honduras
November Policy Board approval 
of NP

August Signature 
of NPD
October First Fund 
Transfer for NP

December  
NP End  
Date

May 
NP  
Final 
Evaluation

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)
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PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK
In 2019, Indonesia underwent a suc-
cessful technical assessment of its BUR 
technical annex, containing REDD+ re-
sults. Based on those results, Indonesia 
submitted a GCF REDD+ results-based 
payments funding proposal, with UNDP 
as the accredited entity. In addition, UN-
REDD has been supporting Indonesia’s 
progress from readiness to achieving an 
agreement for results-based payments 
with Norway for the first time in 2019. 

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION 
UN-REDD has continued to work on de-
veloping capacity on high-level aspects, 
such as FREL, through a regional FREL 
knowledge exchange workshop, and pro-
viding technical advice and options for 
the subnational disaggregation of FREL 
results. In 2019, UN-REDD supported the 
completion of a national assessment of 
forest cover and forest cover changes, 
which was carried out by 37 staff from 
the Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
over the course of a week using the FAO 
Collect Earth Online tool, with 18,000 
samples collected, providing an example 
of rapid MRV and accuracy assessment 
that can assist in calculating emission 
reductions from deforestation. 

With UN-REDD support, Indonesia has 
been mainstreaming sustainable peat-
land management nationally, and inspir-
ing others to act globally through mul-
tilateral and South-South collaboration 
linked to the Global Peatlands Initiative. 
Indonesia, the Congo, the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo and Peru are part-
ners of the International Tropical Peat-
lands Centre.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
Local elections to elect regional heads 
across the country in 2020 may result 
in delays in or deferral of the institution-
alization of integrated fire management 
at the subnational level. The Minister 
of Finance’s Decree No. 779/KMK.
O5/2019 on the establishment of the 

Environmental Fund Management Body 
was released in October 2019. The Body 
is not, however, expected to be fully 
staffed and operational until 2020. 

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION 
UN-REDD ensures that at least 30 per 
cent of participants in its interventions 
are women, including with regard to 
fire risk systems, NFMS and communi-
ty-based fire brigade training. At least 
30 per cent of participants in fire cluster 
management are women. 

Gender analysis produced for UN-REDD 
for the period 2010–2012 informed the 
development of the gender assessment 
and action plan for the GCF REDD+ re-
sults-based payments funding proposal. 
Lessons learned from UN-REDD experi-
ence with regard to indigenous peoples 
and civil society engagement over the 
same period informed the environmen-
tal and social assessment of the GCF 
REDD+ results-based payments funding 
proposal.
 
Moreover, the participation of local 
communities and indigenous groups 
was replicated during alternative liveli-
hood interventions and the fire cluster 
formulation, as highlighted during a joint 
media visit by UN-REDD, the Centre for 
International Forestry Research and the 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry. 

PARTNERSHIPS 
UN-REDD and the Centre for Interna-
tional Forestry Research collaborated 
on media coverage of UN-REDD results 
and the work of the International Trop-
ical Peatlands Centre. A webinar and 
successful study tour for 12 South-East 
Asian journalists on REDD+ actions and 
the importance of peatlands significantly 
raised awareness of REDD+ and the role 
of forests and peatlands as natural cli-
mate solutions, including through a num-
ber of newspaper and TV articles.

UN-REDD strengthened its technical 
support to the Peatland Restoration 
Agency for the assessment of degraded 
small peat islands in Riau.
 
FAO has worked with the World Bank 
FCPF and BioCarbon Fund on the con-
sistency of REDD+ approaches. UNDP 
is coordinating closely with the Embassy 
of Norway and the World Bank to ensure 
that the Environmental Fund Manage-
ment Body will meet international fidu-
ciary and operational standards. 

LINKAGES TO SDGS 
Progress was made towards the SDGs, in 
particular SDG 13 (climate action), with 
the establishment of the Environmental 
Fund Management Body for Indonesia.

INDONESIA TA
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MEXICO
PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
FREL/FRL: UN-REDD provided techni-
cal support to update Mexico’s FREL/
FRL, which is due to be submitted to the 
UNFCCC secretariat in early 2020. The 
activity data were improved with asso-
ciated uncertainties assessed. The new 
FREL/FRL covers the period 2007–2016, 
and the country is seeking to receive 
results-based payments for 2017 and 
2018. 

SIS: In 2019, Mexico developed a series 
of tools to support safeguard implemen-
tation at the state and national levels. 
UN-REDD published a series of nine 
thematic flyers to support the implemen-
tation at the state level of REDD+ safe-
guards, with guidance on how to collect 
relevant information for the national SIS. 

UN-REDD supported Mexico to un-
derstand safeguards requirements for 
results-based payments proposals under 
GCF and ways of using existing safe-
guards’ processes to help meet those re-
quirements. These inputs were possible 
thanks to the experience of UN-REDD 
collaborating agencies as accredited 
entities of approved GCF results-based 
payments project proposals.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
Building on REDD+ finance workshops 
conducted in 2018, and following dis-
cussions with the new CONAFOR au-
thorities, a mapping exercise on REDD+ 
financing opportunities was updated. 
A draft of the country’s REDD+ finance 
strategy was prepared, which will need 
to be updated before endorsement, and a 
road map for developing the revised ver-
sion has been drafted. At the subnational 

level, options for financing REDD+ imple-
mentation through markets in the state 
of Jalisco were analysed and are under 
consideration. UN-REDD also facilitated 
and strengthened collaboration with the 
Mexican initiative of the Governors’ Cli-
mate and Forests Task Force.

UN-REDD supported CONAFOR to sur-
vey financial intermediaries to better un-
derstand the barriers to the forest sector 
accessing finance. In addition, support 
was provided to revise the country’s For-
est Law with respect to options for eco-
nomic incentives for forest conservation 
(forest bonds or “bono forestal”) and 
issues related to benefit-sharing.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
Due to a change in administration in 
December 2018, CONAFOR has con-
centrated its efforts in assisting with the 

TA
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national review of federal programmes. 
For this reason, some UN-REDD tech-
nical assistance activities, such as the 
improvement of the Virtual Centre of 
Excellence in Forest Monitoring as the 
regional NFMS repository, have been 
postponed until 2020.

There have also been substantial budget 
cuts by the Federal Government to the 
Secretariat of Environment and Natural 
Resources (SEMARNAT) and CON-
AFOR, resulting in changes and a reduc-
tion of personnel, which has reduced 
the country’s capacity to implement the 
technical assistance activities. In addi-
tion, due to limited financial resources, 
the implementation of the South-South 
cooperation workplan was at risk. The 
REDD+ compass regional needs assess-
ment undertaken in 2018, under the Me-
soamerican Strategy on Environmental 
Sustainability, enabled regional partners 
to identify MRV gaps and alternative 
ways to address them.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
A flyer entitled “Gender equality: Tools 
for the implementation of REDD+ in 
Mexico” was prepared as part of a series 
of tools to support the application of 
REDD+ safeguards at the state-level; its 
publication is foreseen in early 2020. The 
national REDD+ strategy (ENAREDD+) 
includes a range of guidance and lines 
of action that seek to promote gender 
equality, particularly in reference to par-
ticipation and addressing discrimination.
Moreover, the existing methodology 
for the development of state safeguard 
plans was reviewed and updated. State 
representatives discussed the roles and 
responsibilities of stakeholders as well 
as the process to develop and implement 
a plan, and its key content. A number 
of recommendations were also made 
to promote the active participation of 
indigenous peoples and local communi-
ties in the implementation of the State’s 
safeguards systems and related REDD+ 
activities.

PARTNERSHIPS
South-South collaboration with the Mex-
ican Agency for International Develop-
ment Cooperation, the World Bank and 
SilvaCarbon enabled the continued im-
provement of the NFMS through the use 
of the FAO System for Earth Observation 
Data Access, Processing and Analysis 
for Land Monitoring (SEPAL) tools at 
the subnational level. Best practices 
for monitoring deforestation and forest 
degradation were shared at a regional 
workshop held from 29 to 31 October 
2019 in Guadalajara, Mexico. UN-REDD 
collaborated with GIZ and SEMARNAT 
to analyse options to maximize the role 
of the forestry sector in the Mexican 
carbon market.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
UN-REDD in Mexico is directly contrib-
uting to SDGs 13 (climate action) and 15 
(life on land) by supporting the imple-
mentation of the national REDD+ strate-
gy of Mexico, and contributes indirectly 
to SDGs 1 (no poverty) and 5 (gender 
equality) through the safeguards work.

TIMELINE

December 
Became Partner 
Country

2009 2013 2014 2015 2017

August Approval of targeted 
support (1st)
September Approval of regional 
CNA, including Mexico

December  
Approval
of targeted  
support (2nd)

June  
Approval of 2018-
2020 TA for REDD+ 
Implementation

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)
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PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
The national REDD+ strategy of Mon-
golia, has been prepared together with 
an action plan (AP), a results framework 
and an impact assessment. The strategy 
was approved by the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Tourism in September 2019. 

Activities under the Mongolia UN-REDD 
national programme pertaining to the 
NFMS and FRL were completed in 2018. 
Mongolia provided a response to the 
UNFCCC FRL technical assessment re-
port in February 2019, and the UNFCCC 
secretariat published the report on the 
UNFCCC web platform in April 2019. 

Following the earlier preparation of a na-
tional safeguards framework document 
and SIS design, an excel version of the 
SIS database structure has been devel-
oped with relevant indicators for poten-
tial integration into an online database 
hosted by the Environment Information 
Centre. 

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
As a result of earlier delays in finalizing 
a national REDD+ strategy, known in 
Mongolia as the REDD+ national pro-
gramme, a no-cost extension up to July 
2019 was requested and approved by the 
UN-REDD Executive Board to cover the 
completion of the REDD+ national pro-
gramme as well as the development of 
a narrative action plan and correspond-
ing results template. These documents 
have been submitted to the Government 
by the national REDD+ focal point for 
further endorsement and institutional-
ization.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
Building on the gender and social In-
clusion report that was completed in 
2018, actions were taken to ensure that 
gender considerations and indicators 
were included in the REDD+ national 
programme.
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TIMELINE

June  
Became Partner 
Country

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2019

July  
Approval of 
targeted support

June Approval of 
targeted support (2nd)
July Policy Board 
approval of NP 
October Approval of
targeted support (3rd)

August Signature  
of NPD
November First  
Fund Transfer for NP

January  
NP Final Evaluation
July  
NP EndDate

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)

Moreover, the Forest and Sustainable 
Development Council, a civil society 
organization forum initially supported 
through UN-REDD, has been officially 
registered as a legal entity. The FDSC 
played a key role providing consolidat-
ed civil society inputs into the national 
REDD+ processes. 

PARTNERSHIPS
UN-REDD collaborated with the Forest 
Research and Development Centre of 
the Ministry of Environment and GIZ 
on Mongolia’s first comprehensive and 
multi-purpose NFI, complementing 
an inventory of well-stocked forests 
supported by GIZ with information on 
poorly-stocked forests in 2018 through 
UN-REDD. 

The results achieved and capacities built 
by UN-REDD, in particular the NFMS 
activity data (AD), are leveraged through 
a GEF-Capacity-Building Initiative for 
Transparency project that works on en-
hanced transparency in AFOLU sectors, 
with the land agency (ALAMGC) evalu-
ating the use of Collect Earth – a free and 
open source application for land moni-
toring developed by FAO – for a national 
land-use assessment.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The work on REDD+ contributes to SDG 
15 (life on land), and specifically target 
15.2 (By 2020, promote the implemen-
tation of sustainable management of all 
types of forests, halt deforestation, re-
store degraded forests and substantially 

increase afforestation and reforestation 
globally). Through REDD+, Mongolia has 
identified what the drivers of deforesta-
tion and forest degradation are on its 
territory and what policies and measures 
should be put into place to address those 
drivers, established an FRL and NFMS to 
track emissions reductions and to ensure 
that social and environmental safeguards 
are in place during implementation. Cu-
mulatively, they provide the means and 
data to accomplish SDG 15 (life on land). 
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME

MYANMAR

PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
NS/AP: In recognition of the specific 
context in Myanmar with respect to con-
flict, civil society and indigenous peoples’ 
groups, the Myanmar UN-REDD national 
programme has invested significant 
amounts of time and resources on issues 
of conflict sensitivity, in particular in re-
lation to issues such as consultations on 
the draft national REDD+ strategy, the 
free, prior and informed consent (FPIC) 
principle, the design of an SIS and a 
grievance redress mechanism. The im-
portance of these issues in the Myanmar 
context has been recognized from the 
initial stages of the national programme 
development. As recognized in the UN-
REDD Secretariat’s review of the national 
programme document in 2016: 
“During the preparation process of the 
national programme, the IP and CSO rep-
resentatives of the Asia-Pacific constit-
uency have fielded a mission to support 
their peers in Myanmar in a dialogue 

with government focused on strength-
ened role of forest-dependent people 
and ethnic minorities in the REDD+ 
process. These contributions as well as 
those from other consultative platforms 
have been incorporated into the design 
of both the roadmap and the national 
programme, resulting in highly participa-
tory designs and set of priorities.” 

A specific strategy was prepared to 
guide consultations with ethnic stake-
holders and particularly with ethnic 
armed organizations. Over 50 consul-
tation events have been held on the 
development of the Myanmar national 
REDD+ strategy in 2019 alone, including 
with representatives of the federal gov-
ernment and ethnic armed organizations, 
as well as non-government stakeholders. 
The updated version of the strategy 
was presented at a national validation 
workshop in September 2019 and the 
process of official approval is under way. 
Work began in 2019 on the development 
of a national REDD+ investment plan. 
Options to engage ethnic armed organi-
zations in REDD+ implementation were 
also scoped out during the fourth quarter 
of 2019.

The national REDD+ strategy and the 
national rules for environmental impact 
assessment are anticipated to be the 
first two official Myanmar government 
documents to include explicit com-
mitment to the principle of FPIC (both 
were in draft form at the end of 2019). 
In accordance with the understanding of 
FPIC in the context of REDD+ strategy 
development and implementation, the 
national approach to FPIC was initiated 
after the interventions to which consent 
will need to be sought have been iden-
tified (i.e. after the REDD+ strategy has 
been finalised). The national programme 
accordingly held a national consultation 
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on FPIC in November 2019, developed 
a draft approach to ensuring FPIC in 
implementation of Myanmar’s national 
REDD+ strategy in December 2019 and 
will finalise this approach in consulta-
tion with national stakeholders in 2020. 
Explicit reference is made in the draft 
approach to the need for specific consid-
erations to FPIC in the context of ethnic 
armed organizations.

FREL/FRL: After the completion of the 
technical assessment process with the 
UNFCCC secretariat, the revised FRL 
document was uploaded to the UNFCCC 
website in January 2019. The national 
programme continues to support the 
Government on the development of 
subsequent FRLs, as more and improved 
data on forest carbon pools become 
available and contribute to NDC devel-
opment. 

NFMS: The development and testing of 
NFI design, sampling and data collection 
approaches were finalized during 2019, 
including the estimation design and 

data analysis approaches. The SLMS has 
been extended to formally include sam-
ple-based land assessment techniques, 
complementary to the standard wall-to-
wall approaches. The uploading of NFMS 
data started in the fourth quarter of 2019 
and will continue into 2020. 

Capabilities for emission factor reporting 
from forests with the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) tier 3 
level and activity data reporting for land-
use change with IPCC approach 2 are 
now established in Myanmar.

SIS: Following the finalization of a review 
of Myanmar forest management and 
land-use policies, laws and regulations, 
a national safeguards clarification was 
published, a draft national safeguards 
approach document was reviewed 
and submitted for endorsement to the 
REDD+ task force, and the final draft 
SIS design document was shared with 
stakeholders. In 2019, information needs 
were identified, relevant information 
systems and sources were assessed, 

and an information structure (including 
draft indicators) developed. Discussion 
on the operationalization of the SIS is 
ongoing. The final draft summary of in-
formation was prepared with the support 
of summary drafting group members and 
consultation with stakeholders and was 
submitted to Forest Department in De-
cember 2019. 

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION 
Options for management of REDD+ fi-
nance – both investment finance and re-
sults-based payments – were developed 
and presented to the technical working 
group on drivers and strategy, and en-
dorsed by the REDD+ task force.
In June 2019, UN-REDD submitted to the 
Norwegian Agency for Development Co-
operation a proposal for integrating man-
groves into REDD+ implementation in 
Myanmar. Comments from the Agency 
were received by the UN-REDD secretar-
iat in September 2019 and the proposal 
was resubmitted in December 2019.

U
N

-R
ED

D
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e

40	 2019 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UN-REDD PROGRAMME FUND



CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
The consultation process with ethnic 
armed organizations, necessary to en-
sure that the national REDD+ strategy 
had broad acceptance by the largest 
possible pool of stakeholders, and in con-
sideration of the complex and dynamic 
political situation in Myanmar, proved to 
be more extensive and required higher 
than anticipated investment of national 
programme resources. In recognition 
of the evolving conflict and political sit-
uation in Myanmar since the national 
programme document was signed, the 
REDD+ strategy consultation process 
required an additional US$99,000, 
which necessitated budget revision and 
exploration of co-financing options from 
in-country sources. 

The initial approach to the development 
of the REDD+ investment plan anticipat-
ed information on deforestation rates at 
subnational scales which was not avail-
able. Alternative approaches have been 
presented to stakeholders for consider-
ation in order to ensure that this output 
is completed within the time frame.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
Acting on the briefing note on gender 
gaps and recommendations prepared by 
the REDD+ task force secretariat in 2018, 
actions have been taken to strengthen 
gender inclusion within the engagement 
processes of the national programme. 
Initial consultations on the national 
strategy in 2017 averaged 21 per cent 
women’s participation; during 2019, this 
figure reached 42 per cent. Additional 
efforts are required, however, to increase 
women’s participation in the Myanmar 
REDD+ task force; of the 14 seats avail-

able, only 2 are occupied by women and 
no seat is reserved for a representative 
from a women’s and/or gender-focused 
organization. There is also an opportu-
nity to increase women’s participation 
in the technical working group on stake-
holder engagement and safeguards, 
where just 27 per cent of members are 
women (4 women, 11 men). 

With respect to social inclusion, Promo-
tion of Indigenous and Nature Together 
(POINT), an indigenous peoples’ orga-
nization, and Myanmar Environmental 
Rehabilitation-Conservation Network 
(MERN), a national civil society organi-
zation, continue to represent their con-
stituencies in the Programme’s Executive 
Board, and other such organizations con-
tinue to participate actively through the 
technical working groups. Further, ethnic 
armed organizations remain key stake-
holders in the Myanmar REDD+ national 
programme, since the decision has been 
made that REDD+ will be implemented 
at the national scale, and significant 
areas of forests are under the control of 
such organizations. By the end of 2019, a 
total of 16 consultation events had been 
held with ethnic armed organizations or, 
where such organizations are still consid-
ered “unlawful associations”,  
with representative organizations.

In areas under control of ethnic armed 
organizations, discussions were begun 
in 2019 on the development of ethnic 
armed organizations REDD+ action plans 
to complement the national REDD+ 
strategy, in recognition of the fact that, 
regardless of their participation in 
REDD+ strategy consultations, for polit-
ical reasons ethnic armed organizations 

may not be able to formally commit to 
implement a strategy which is under the 
legal and operational leadership of the 
Government of Myanmar. These discus-
sions, which will affect the implementa-
tion of the national REDD+ strategy in a 
large proportion of natural forest area, 
will continue during 2020.

PARTNERSHIPS
The improvement of the SLMS has been 
supported by the Myanmar UN-REDD 
national programme in partnership with 
the SERVIR-Mekong programme, and the 
web-based geoportal for the NFMS will 
be hosted on the OneMap platform.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The focus on engagement with ethnic 
minorities continues to contribute to 
progress on SDG 16 (peace, justice and 
strong institutions) in Myanmar. The 
National Ceasefire Agreement calls for 
cooperation between the Union Govern-
ment and ethnic armed organizations on 
environmental conservation, but there 
have been no examples of such cooper-
ation as yet. Given that REDD+ in Myan-
mar will operate at the national level, the 
endorsement of specific REDD+ actions 
by the Union Government and ethnic 
armed organizations is essential. REDD+ 
in Myanmar will also contribute to SDG 
target 15.2 (By 2020, promote the imple-
mentation of sustainable management of 
all types of forests, halt deforestation, re-
store degraded forests and substantially 
increase afforestation and reforestation 
globally). 

TIMELINE

October 
Became Partner 
Country

2011 2013 2014 2016 20202017

February 
Approval
of targeted 
support (1st)

May Approval
of targeted 
support (2nd)

July Approval of NP
November Signature 
of NPD
November First Fund 
Transfer for NP

November 
Planned NP 
End Date

June Approval 
of 2018-2020 
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation
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(COP19)

2015

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)
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Guided by REDD+, a new era of forest manage-
ment is unfolding in Myanmar. In a country 
where deforestation and forest degradation 
account for some 80 per cent of greenhouse 

gas emissions, protecting forests is more important than 
ever. In 2010, Myanmar had the third highest annual 
rate of deforestation after Brazil and Indonesia, accord-
ing to a report by FAO. In the face of this environmental 
challenge, the Government of Myanmar is committed to 
REDD+, and, since 2016, the country has been elaborat-
ing its national REDD+ strategy with technical support 
from UN-REDD.

“REDD+ is very important for us because Myanmar is 
very sensitive to climate change,” says Ohn Win, Min-
ister of Natural Resources and Environmental Conser-
vation of Myanmar. “We need to protect our forests in 
order to protect our future.”

In 2019, Myanmar marked a milestone in its REDD+ 
journey when it presented its national REDD+ strategy to 
diverse stakeholders for validation at a two-day work-
shop attended by nearly 200 participants in its capital 
city Nay Pyi Taw. The workshop was the culmination of a 
long and arduous two-year process during which 50 con-
sultations were conducted across the country, spanning 
diverse sectors, including with government departments, 
line ministries, expert review committees, ethnic groups, 
ethnic armed organizations, civil society and indigenous 
peoples organizations. 

“If we are to collectively conserve and sustainably 
manage our forests, we must overcome our history and 
establish an era of trust,” says Ye Myint Swe, Deputy 
Minister at the Ministry of Natural Resources and Envi-
ronmental Conservation of Myanmar. “It is an exciting 
time as we move towards a new era of forest manage-
ment in Myanmar.”

Myanmar’s national REDD+ programme has created 
an invaluable forum for the Government to engage with 
groups it would not ordinarily interact with. “This is the 
first time that such a process has happened in Myan-
mar,” says Naw Ei Ei Min, director of POINT, an indige-
nous organization that works to ensure that the rights 
of indigenous peoples are protected during the REDD+ 
process. “The forestry department is the first Govern-
ment agency to discuss indigenous peoples’ rights. By 
engaging in REDD+, we are engaging in our country’s 
peace process.”

The degree of difficulty of drafting the country’s 
national REDD+ strategy with so many diverse, and at 
times competing, voices and amid its ongoing internal 
conflict, should not be minimized. As noted by workshop 
participant, Sonny Mahinder, General Secretary of the 
All Burma Students’ Democratic Front: “Before 2013, I 
was in the jungle fighting against the military. Since then, 
I’ve become involved in the ongoing peace process. Our 
country is facing problems with deforestation. Everybody 
needs to work on fighting climate change, not only as a 
country, but also as individuals. REDD+ allows us to work 
together.”

Impact Story: Myanmar
A NEW ERA IN FOREST MANAGEMENT IN MYANMAR 
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE, NATIONAL PROGRAMME

PERU

PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK
NS/APs: In 2019, UN-REDD support 
focused on assisting the Government 
to set up a framework to implement the 
national strategy on forests and climate 
change (ENBCC) of Peru. This included: 
(i) five participatory workshops on action 
plans to facilitate the implementation of 
Peru´s ENBCC; (ii) definition of the role 
of community-based forest manage-
ment technical units to strengthen local 
forest governance; (iii) development of 
a capacity-building programme on cli-
mate change, forests, ENBCC and NDCs; 
(iv) identification of prioritized policies, 
actions and measures at the regional 
level towards the implementation of the 
country’s ENBCC/REDD+/NDC; and (v) 
identification of opportunities to develop 
an investment portfolio that contributes 
to the implementation of the country’s 
ENBCC/REDD+/NDC. 

NFMS: Technical support was provided 
to 12 indigenous peoples’ organizations 
to improve their capacity to integrate 
the indigenous-MRV approach into the 
NFMS of Peru. This capacity-building 

exercise was conducted based on needs 
identified in 2018. A technical subcom-
mittee for the integration of the indige-
nous-MRV approach into the NFMS was 
set up, and a road map was approved. 
Pilot community-based forest monitoring 
efforts started in 48 communities in the 
Peruvian Amazon. 

FREL/FRL: A technical subcommittee 
set up to guide the integration of degra-
dation data into the Peru FREL started 
assessing potential methodologies. 
Technical capacities were enhanced at 
the Ministry of Environment (MINAM) 
and the National Forest and Wild Fauna 
Service (SERFOR) through four technical 
workshops to develop methodologies 
with the application of tools such as 
Google Earth Engine and SEPAL, to esti-
mate emissions from forest degradation 
and secondary forests. A webinar to 
exchange experiences on the integration 
of degradation data into the FREL was 
developed, with participants from Co-
lombia, Costa Rica, Honduras, Mexico, 
and Peru.

SIS: Progress was achieved on different 

elements of the national safeguards 
approach, including refining the national 
safeguards interpretation, consolidating 
the process to define REDD+ actions, 
and developing an advanced draft of the 
summary of information, all of which are 
being used to inform the SIS design.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
UN-REDD contributed to advancing 
the following elements of REDD+ im-
plementation: contribution of technical 
inputs (review of governance structure 
and analysis of commitments by Peru 
to reduce deforestation) to forest policy 
instruments; contribution to the final 
design of the project that will execute the 
phase II funding of the joint declaration 
of intent between Peru, Norway and 
Germany (JDI); provision of guidance 
for national discussions on zero-defor-
estation agriculture; development of an 
annotated template for JDI phase II de-
liverable (b); provision of inputs to define 
a common monitoring and reporting 
framework for the country’s ENBCC and 
the JDI; and for the definition of a REDD+ 
national financial structure. 

The process to develop a grievance and 
recourse mechanism for Peru received 
technical inputs that were informed by 
an analysis of the example of the San 
Martin regional government´s system 
for attending to citizen’ enquiries. The 
definition of a nesting approach received 
technical inputs using an open dialogue 
with voluntary market REDD+ project 
developers. In addition, an annotated 
template for the REDD+ technical annex 
was provided to MINAM, and technical 
inputs were provided on the technical 
approach of the Peruvian FREL. Tech-
nical support was provided to improve 
the greenhouse gas inventory and to 
use spatial modelling for REDD+ plan-
ning to help prioritize actions and areas 
for REDD+ implementation, including 
through a webinar, meetings and discus-
sions with the Government and the na-
tional subcommittee on degradation. 
Regarding private sector engagement, 
technical assistance was provided to the 
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National Federation of Savings and Cred-
it Cooperatives of Peru (FENACREP) on 
sustainable commodity production. Two 
events were organized for the managers 
of key cooperatives with a high opera-
tional footprint in the agricultural sector 
on sustainable finance as it is related to 
commodity production. Analysis was 
initiated to identify key gaps in sustain-
able finance as it relates to agricultural 
financing for both banks and non-bank 
financial institutions. 

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS
Most challenges encountered in 2019 
related to the evolving dynamic of pri-
orities and political views on forests and 
climate change in Peru, including: (i) 
the need for permanent adjustment of 
technical assistance priorities; (ii) delays 
in the release of inputs from the Govern-
ment that are necessary for delivery; (iii) 
delays in planned activities caused by 
changes in focal points in Government 
entities and changes of indigenous lead-
ers.

Regular interaction with Government 
counterparts resulted in the timely ad-
justment of priorities and approaches to 
accommodate delivery. The Government 
of Peru, in coordination with UN-REDD 
advisors and interested stakeholders, 
drafted a workplan for technical assis-
tance in 2020, taking into consideration 
the evolving dynamics described above, 
including the continuation of some lines 
of work from 2019 to 2020.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
The gender responsive elements that 
were integrated in the design of the Peru 
national programme have been imple-
mented. In addition to capturing sex-dis-

aggregated data for all consultation and 
capacity-building events and dialogues, 
specific actions were undertaken to se-
cure the balanced participation of men 
and women and to promote an environ-
ment that facilitates the participation of 
women. For example, at meetings in the 
Amazon to discuss agendas and plans 
to implement the Peruvian ENBCC or to 
design the capacity-building programme 
on REDD+ and the ENBCC, priority was 
given to women to provide their views, in 
addition to offering additional preparato-
ry spaces for women prior to dialogues 
and participatory meetings. 
When selecting communities to pilot 
the community-based forest manage-
ment technical units, priority was given 
to units that included women, and dia-
logues among women representatives 
were promoted to present their experi-
ences and encourage their participation. 
Capacity-building and communication 
materials included specific examples 
and sections on gender. The gender focal 
points at MINAM and the UNDP country 
office have been actively participating 
in the implementation of national pro-
gramme actions mentioned above.

The intention of the Government of Peru 
to maintain an open dialogue with rel-
evant stakeholders was reinforced. The 
space defined for that purpose, named 
“Dialoguemos”, was used as the main 
platform to discuss issues related to the 
support of UN-REDD. The UN-REDD 
national programme of Peru continued 
to make efforts to ensure the partici-
pation of relevant stakeholders in the 
implementation of its activities. At least 
3 outputs of the national programme are 
specifically targeted to work with indige-
nous peoples.

PARTNERSHIPS 
The delivery of UN-REDD technical as-
sistance provided an opportunity to con-
tinue promoting synergies among all the 
interrelated forest and climate change 
initiatives in Peru while ensuring their 
alignment with the ENBCC and JDI ob-
jectives. Among the main initiatives and 
programmes that are complementary to 
the Peruvian national programme actions 
are the FCPF readiness programme, the 
USAID forest programme, and the GEF 
Amazon Sustainable Landscape Pro-
gramme. The work of the GCFTF in the 
Peruvian Amazon was taken into account 
when supporting sub-national govern-
ments to prioritize policies, actions and 
measures for the implementation of the 
ENBCC. 

LINKAGES TO SDGS
UN-REDD contributed to SDG 5 (gender 
equality) through efforts to ensure the 
effective participation and engagement 
of women in all the participatory pro-
cesses and dialogue spaces promoted by 
the national programme, and in capaci-
ty-building events. It contributed to SDG 
13 (climate action) through the actions 
related to developing and adjusting 
national and subnational multi-stake-
holder platform agendas and subnational 
government prioritization of policies, 
actions and measures, as well as through 
the enhancement of data management 
to assess forest degradation emissions. 
It also contributed to SDG 15 (life on 
land) through the work on promoting 
the creation of community-based forest 
management technical units, capaci-
ty-building for indigenous communities 
on forest monitoring and reporting, and 
supporting the implementation of the JDI 
financial resources.

TIMELINE
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Became Partner 
Country
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Approval 
of targeted 
support (1st)
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of targeted 
support 
(2nd)
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Policy Board 
approval of NP
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Planned NP 
End Date

January  
First Fund 
Transfer  
for NP
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of 2018-2020 
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation
December Signature  
of NPD

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)

44	 2019 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UN-REDD PROGRAMME FUND



U
N

-R
ED

D
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e

VIETNAM
PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
The work by Viet Nam on the Warsaw 
Framework pillars was completed in 
2018, thanks to UN-REDD Phase II. In 
2019, the Government undertook actions 
for MRV. Based on the preliminary find-
ings of the Government’s MRV, which 
indicated positive results, preparations 
are under way to apply for results-based 
payments from the GCF pilot scheme. 
The country’s current focus is the im-
plementation of REDD+ policies and 
measures as outlined in the national 
REDD+ action programme and the re-
lated investment plan. With assistance 
from UN-REDD, a framework has been 
developed to monitor the impacts of 
REDD+ implementation at the provincial 
and national levels, and monitoring ap-
proaches have been considered. 
The country submitted its first summary 
of safeguards information to the UNFC-
CC secretariat in January 2019. In 2019, 
UN-REDD and the Institute on Forest 
Ecology and Environment organized a 
subregional exchange on SIS, entitled 
“Moving from design to operation”. The 
exchange focused on country-to-country 
learning between Cambodia, Myanmar 
and Viet Nam on SIS information struc-
ture and sharing, the development of 
indicators, database design and online 
platforms.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
The monitoring and evaluation frame-
work for monitoring the impacts of 
implementing the REDD+ policies and 
measures, identifies key indicators and 
means of verification, disaggregating 
data by gender where appropriate. As of 
2019, the main indicators for which data 
are present focus on forest resources, 
applying data generated from the nation-
al Forest Resources Monitoring System 
(FRMS). 

UN-REDD engaged in the discussions on 
GCF results-based payments, and has 
provided recommendations to the Gov-
ernment on options for accessing these 
funds, in terms of estimating results and, 
in particular, in terms of reporting on 
uncertainty estimation both for its refer-
ence level and for results. 

UN-REDD supported the development 
of a web-based interface on results 
from the monitoring and evaluation 
framework. The Programme’s technical 
assistance also supported the uptake of 
knowledge and experience on the use of 
spatial planning approaches and results 
across sectors, which has led to the de-
velopment of a European Union-funded 
project on a deforestation-free jurisdic-
tional approach for the Central High-
lands.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
The FRMS has been deployed nationally 
since 2018 to generate data for monitor-
ing REDD+. As of 2019, the Government 
is resolving technical glitches in the 
system to synchronize data inputs from 
subnational to central level. 
An issue that remains for the Govern-
ment is how to reconcile FRMS data with 
what is considered the official forest 
dataset. Technically, this can be resolved 
with the understanding that the two 
datasets co-exist and should be used for 
different purposes, but this needs to be 
endorsed by Government, which to date 
has not happened. 

The Government’s initiative to conduct 
MRV is under way. The timing is import-
ant in terms of Viet Nam being included 
in the GCF results-based payments pilot 
scheme. As Viet Nam’s early submission 
of its FRL meant that it did not include 
the uncertainty assessments that are 
required by GCF, the Programme’s pro-
posal is that this be reported through the 
BUR.

GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
The monitoring and evaluation frame-
work disaggregates data by gender 
wherever appropriate. The European 
Union-funded project’s concept note 
integrates gender considerations and will 
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be acted upon at the project document 
development stage. The Government 
institutions dealing with REDD+ continue 
to be gender-balanced. In that regard, 
the State Steering Committee Office on 
Sustainable Forest Development and 
REDD+ has four staff members, of whom 
at least two are women. The above-men-
tioned monitoring and evaluation frame-
work contains indicators that track im-
pacts on ethnic minorities, which should 
contribute to better policy decisions and 
improved implementation with positive 
outcomes for forest-dependent ethnic 
minorities. The European Union-funded 
project in the Central Highlands identi-
fies ethnic minorities as both beneficia-
ries and co-implementers of the project.

PARTNERSHIPS
UN-REDD continues to coordinate its 
work with the main ongoing REDD+ 
initiatives in the country: FCPF readiness 
and the Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency (JICA) sustainable natural 
resources management project. JICA is 
the anticipated accredited entity for the 
country’s GCF results-based payments 
funding proposal and the UN-REDD 
collaborating agencies will contribute 
to the formulation and eventual im-
plementation of the project according 
to their comparative advantages: FAO 
input on MRV and experience with 
a results-based payments project in 
Chile, UNEP on the safeguards aspect 
and UNDP from its related experience 
in Brazil and Ecuador. UNDP leads the 

above-mentioned European Union-fund-
ed project with a consortium of partners: 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 
Development, UNEP, the International 
Centre for Tropical Agriculture, the Sus-
tainable Trade Initiative and the Europe-
an Forest Institute. 

LINKAGES TO SDGS
Viet Nam is a partner in the NDC sup-
port programme and the partnership 
for the 2030 Agenda. Results from the 
Programme are expected to contribute 
to the achievement of the country’s ob-
jectives in relation to SDGs 5 (gender 
equality), 13 (climate action) and 15 (life 
on land), among others.
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Impact Story: Vietnam
GREENING THE VIET NAM COFFEE SUPPLY CHAIN

Globally, we drink more than 500 billion cups 
of coffee each year, yet most consumers don’t 
know that while 67 per cent of the world’s 
coffee is grown in Latin America, Viet Nam is 

the world’s second largest coffee producer, producing 1.8 
million tons in 2018.

The Central Highlands region produces 95 per cent of 
Vietnamese coffee, with the majority grown by small-
holder farmers like Cil Mup Ha Thoan and his wife, Ro 
Ong K’Son. They have five children and have been grow-
ing coffee for 10 years in a region where forests cover 80 
per cent of the land and the majority of the population 
belongs to the K’Ho ethnic minority group. “We earn de-
cent money by growing coffee. We can pay for our food, 
electricity and water bills. We can pay the tuition for our 
children,” says Cil Mup Ha Thoan. 

With the export revenue of Viet Nam alone totalling 
more than $3.5 billion in 2018, coffee plays an important 
role in the region’s socioeconomic development. But that 
development has come at a cost. Maintaining high levels 
of productivity has generated a series of environmen-
tal challenges, including deforestation and ecosystem 
degradation. “The forest is the main thing we have to 

be concerned about. The second is soil and the third is 
water conservation,” says Hao Duc Bui, an agronomist 
expert in the Central Highlands working for the Sustain-
able Trade Initiative. “Farmers increasingly need more 
land for cultivation, so they cut down trees. We need to 
prevent that.” 

In pursuit of REDD+, Viet Nam is instituting new 
land-use planning processes and moving towards defor-
estation-free, sustainable landscapes, with the Central 
Highlands at the forefront of efforts to conserve natural 
forests and biodiversity while sustaining agricultural pro-
duction. Coffee producers in the Central Highlands face 
multiple challenges, including aging farms that need to 
be replanted, drought, debt incurred to pay for fertilizer 
and falling world coffee prices.

UN-REDD has been working with partners to scale 
up alternative cultivation practices that can support 
the long-term sustainability of the coffee sector. The 
Sustainable Trade Initiative is currently implementing 
a programme in the Central Highlands that supports 
coffee farmers in becoming more climate-resilient and 
cost-efficient while also improving their livelihoods. One 
component of the programme is training for farmers like 
Cil and Ro. Training includes lessons on soil regeneration, 
irrigation, pest control and farming techniques. They also 
encourage the use of agroforestry and intercropping to 
diversify incomes and reduce the impact of coffee price 
fluctuation. 

For smallholders, converting to climate-resilient mod-
els can provide economic benefits. However, the conver-
sion requires a substantial capital investment, making it 
financially challenging for poorer households. Together 
with a consortium of partner organizations, including 
UNDP, the International Centre for Tropical Agriculture, 
the Sustainable Trade Initiative and the European Forest 
Institute, UN-REDD is now working to establish a ze-
ro-deforestation jurisdiction for commodity cultivation in 
the Central Highlands. The work includes fostering part-
nerships and developing financial systems that can chan-
nel the investment capital required for the conversion to 
more resilient agricultural production models. The aim 
is to help green the coffee supply chain of Viet Nam, one 
bean at a time, while increasing farmers’ livelihoods.

 – create 16,000 fair-wage jobs. This successful deal 
is helping an Indonesia natural rubber producer scale up 
production and yield, while setting aside part of the con-
cession for forest restoration, ecosystem conservation 
and community programmes.
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review of a set of more detailed concept 
notes for REDD+ investments.
In 2019, UN-REDD worked on the mobi-
lization of resources, specifically to assist 
the country to acquire additional funding 
for REDD+ implementation from the 
GCF Simplified Approval Process Pilot 
Scheme (SAP) of GCF. The project pro-
posal targets “Reducing greenhouse-gas 
emissions from deforestation and forest 
degradation in Zambia’s North-Western 
Province in support to nationally-deter-
mined contribution implementation and 
for results-based payments”. UN-REDD 
is closely aligning its ongoing work to 
update activity data and emission factors 
with the requirements of the Zambia 
Integrated Forest Landscape Programme, 
which is expected to build an integrated 
NFMS that would deliver estimates for 
historical emissions, activity data and 
emission factors, consistent across sev-
eral levels. UN-REDD will ensure consis-
tency between the benefit-sharing plan 
for the Northern Province, developed 
in the context of the GCF SAP REDD+ 

project, with the benefit-sharing plan 
being developed by the Zambia Integrat-
ed Forest Landscape Programme for the 
Eastern Province.
In 2019, with the support of UN-REDD, 
the Zambian Forestry Department con-
tinued its work on designing an approach 
to nesting subnational REDD+ efforts 
and carbon credit projects. The scope of 
a draft statutory instrument on carbon 
management, which would regulate 
carbon ownership and benefit sharing, is 
being discussed at the country-level.

CHALLENGES AND SOLUTIONS 
During 2019, the delivery of UN-REDD 
technical assistance decelerated due to 
the shortage of human resources in the 
Zambian Forestry Department, and a few 
activities have been slightly postponed. 
The FREL update, which began in 2019, 
will continue and be finalized in 2020.

ZAMBIA
PROGRESS AGAINST THE WARSAW 
FRAMEWORK 
NS/AP: In 2019, REDD+ implementa-
tion efforts in Zambia were guided by 
the national REDD+ strategy. UN-REDD 
provided support for fundraising and 
strengthening the necessary country 
systems to implement REDD+. With the 
support of the Programme, the country 
completed its national REDD+ strategy 
in 2014, which was launched in 2017, 
and, in late 2017, it presented to national 
stakeholders its national REDD+ strategy 
investment plan, which had been devel-
oped with support from UN-REDD.

FREL/FRL: During 2019, Zambia worked 
towards updating its FREL with improved 
activity data and emission factors. The 
final updated submission is planned for 
2020.

NFMS: In 2019, UN-REDD played a 
crucial role in the coordination of inter-
national agencies with relevant presence 
in the country (United States Forest 
Service, FCPF) and other stakeholders for 
the delivery of coherent and robust tech-
nical support on the use of the NFMS, 
which was launched in 2017.

SIS: UN-REDD supported the country 
in the development of its first summary 
of information on safeguards, drafted in 
2018, which was approved and submit-
ted to the UNFCCC secretariat in 2019, 
making Zambia the first African country 
to submit that report.
The report proposed the implementation 
of an SIS website and database produced 
and reviewed by the members of the 
national safeguards technical working 
group and other representatives of key 
institutions. The country advanced with 
the development of the test version, 
which is currently under review.

REDD+ IMPLEMENTATION
The national REDD+ strategy and the 
REDD+ investment plan are guiding ef-
forts for REDD+ implementation, notably 
through the development and ongoing 
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GENDER AND SOCIAL INCLUSION
Gender equality is a guiding principle 
when organizing capacity development 
interventions as part of UN-REDD.
The composition of the national safe-
guards technical working group includes 
various stakeholders, representing Gov-
ernment and civil society institutions, 
and constitutes a platform for participa-
tion with both female and male voices. 
The working group has provided support 
and inputs, and has reviewed and val-
idated all the safeguards processes in 
2019.

Moreover, the country’s first summary of 
information on safeguards resulted from 
an analytical and participatory process 
involving diverse stakeholders: key Gov-
ernment agencies, civil society organiza-
tions, the private sector, academia and 
existing REDD+ projects.

PARTNERSHIPS
UN-REDD work was closely coordinated 
with other REDD+ initiatives in the coun-
try, especially at the subnational level. 
Most notably, during 2019 the country 
developed the Zambia Integrated For-
est Landscapes Programme in Eastern 

Province for results-based funding by the 
BioCarbon Fund.

LINKAGES TO SDGS
The completion of the FREL, the launch 
of the NFMS, and the progress achieved 
towards the SIS contribute to SDG 15 
(life on land).

TIMELINE

August  
Became  
Partner  
Country

2008 2010 2013 2014 2015 2017

March Policy Board approval of NP
September Signature of NPD
October First Fund Transfer for NP

September Approval of
targeted support (1st)
December NP end date

October Approval 
of targeted 
support (2nd)

June Approval 
of 2018-2020 
TA for REDD+ 
Implementation

WARSAW FRAMEWORK
(COP19)

PARIS AGREEMENT
(COP21)

2018 2019

TA for REDD+ 
Implementation
(continued)
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LANDSCAPE APPROACHES AND 
PLANNING
Integrated landscape approaches can 
play a key role in the reduction of defor-
estation by balancing trade-offs between 
agricultural productivity and the pro-
tection of forest ecosystems. UN-REDD 
contributes to advancing the state of 
knowledge on transformational change 
in landscapes and technical knowledge 
on spatial planning. 
In 2019, UN-REDD led high-level dis-
course on transformational change in 
the forest and agriculture sector through 
events at the Global Landscapes Forum 
in Kyoto, Japan, the Global Landscapes 
Forum in Bonn, Germany, and during the 
Climate Action Summit 2019 through the 
high-level event on momentum for na-
ture-based solutions to climate change. 
These events emphasized how inclusive 
landscape approaches can facilitate the 
transformational change that is needed 
at the intersection of agriculture and 
forestry. During the high-level United 
Nations leadership dialogue on Turning 
the tide on deforestation, at the twen-
ty-fifth session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change, the Di-
rector-General of FAO highlighted solu-
tions to deforestation. At the twenty-fifth 
session, the Programme organized dis-
cussions on the roles of different types of 
forests in natural landscapes, including 
mangroves, to tackle the climate emer-
gency. 

Transformational change in the forest 
and land-use sector implies that coun-
tries redefine planned development 
pathways to minimize forest loss and 
acknowledge the rights of forest-depen-
dent people. During 2019, collaborative 
research analysed the triggers, drivers 
and barriers to transformational change 
of REDD+ in the context of a broader 
landscape, as well as ways of measuring 
such change. Three case studies are in 
development, to be finalized in 2020, 
that examine how UN-REDD partner 
countries that are engaging with the GCF 
conceptualize transformational change in 
the forest and land-use sector, and what 
they identify as triggers, drivers and bar-
riers to change. 
Increasingly, countries are using 
cross-sectoral land-use planning to 
reinforce linkages between agriculture 
and forests; for example, in Colombia, 
through South-South dialogue on diver-
sified agroforestry systems, and in Chile, 
with restoration activities in the frame-
work of the national programme, which 
boosted Government actions towards 
the restoration of additional areas. With-
out losing the focus on efforts to reduce 
deforestation and forest degradation as 
key actions in the fight to reduce emis-
sions, these actions are strong steps in 
support of the United Nations Decade on 
Ecosystem Restoration. 

As spatial planning is a core tenet of 
many landscape approaches, UN-
REDD is also facilitating the uptake of 
knowledge and experience on its use for 

REDD+, building on earlier UN-REDD 
work. In Viet Nam, lessons from inte-
grated land-use planning for provincial 
REDD+ action plans have informed the 
development of a project on deforesta-
tion free jurisdictions in Lam Dong and 
Dak Nong, and the development of a na-
tional REDD+ monitoring and evaluation 
framework. In Argentina, support has 
been provided to the National Director-
ate of Environmental Planning to map ar-
eas of environmental significance nation-
wide; discussions are ongoing on how to 
build on UN-REDD work on non-carbon 
benefits to achieve results-based pay-
ments for REDD+. In Côte d’Ivoire, plans 
are being made to bring REDD+ spatial 
planning lessons into the cocoa sector. 
A series of blogs on these topics were 
developed. Within the framework of the 
United Nations Decade on Ecosystem 
Restoration, these types of analyses can 
help countries to identify areas with po-
tential for forest restoration to secure a 
range of additional benefits.

As well as work with policymakers, in 
order to demonstrate the value of spatial 
approaches UN-REDD has continued to 
support the technicians who are asked 
to undertake these analyses. New GIS 
tutorials were released in 2019 on: 1) 
mapping multiple benefits; 2) assessing 
the importance of forests for landslide 
mitigation and for reducing wind erosion; 
3) and processing fire data to identify 
potential pressures on forests. These 
have been downloaded more than 40 
times and have been catalytic for other 
initiatives, including the Development 
Corridors Partnership project in East Af-
rica, and the Oil for Development project 
in Myanmar. A GIS newsletter was cre-
ated to share experiences and news on 
spatial analyses in the context of REDD+; 
more than 80 GIS practitioners world-
wide have already subscribed. A web 
story was published to highlight UN-
REDD support provided to more than 
20 developing countries in the past 10 
years to plan for and implement REDD+ 
to achieve additional benefits, from soil 
erosion control, to biodiversity conserva-
tion and support for livelihoods. An in-
fographic showing indicative steps used 
to develop spatial analysis for REDD+ 
decision-making was developed. U
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FOREST TENURE AND THE RIGHTS 
OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES
Throughout 2019, UN-REDD was active 
in raising the profile of securing tenure 
rights, mainstreaming indigenous rights 
and promoting social inclusion in REDD+ 
policy and actions. Major highlights of 
these efforts were: 

i.	 �Collaboration with the launch and in-
ception process of the new UNFCCC 
Local Communities and Indigenous 
Peoples Platform; 

ii.	 �Generation of global knowledge and 
support to expert dialogues on forest 
governance, tenure and the rights of 
indigenous peoples as key to unlock 
the full climate mitigation potential 
for REDD+, for example through 
the Global Landscapes Forum and 
the “REDD+ and forest governance” 
knowledge hub/discussion group; 

iii.	 �Deployment of key UN-REDD knowl-
edge on forest tenure and the rights 
of indigenous peoples, and associat-
ed elements, in several countries: see 
impact stories on Colombia, Myan-
mar, Paraguay and Peru in this report

Specifically on tenure systems, gover-
nance and REDD+, UN-REDD raised the 
global profile of securing tenure rights 
– including collective tenure rights - con-
tributing to a growing coalition of part-
ners (along with the Rights and Resourc-
es Initiative (RRI), the World Resources 
Institute (WRI), the Tenure Facility and 
others) and stressing the key role of for-
est tenure and respect for the rights of 
indigenous peoples as part of a human 
rights-based approach. At the Climate 
Action Summit’s Nature’s Climate Hub, 
UN-REDD launched the information brief 
“Collective tenure rights: Realizing 
the potential for REDD+ and sustain-
able development” Expert dialogues on 
forest governance, tenure and the rights 
of indigenous peoples in the context of 
REDD+ were disseminated through the 
UN-REDD supported “REDD+ and forest 
governance discussion hub”, which con-
tinued growing, reaching 850 members 
from 98 countries, and included the ac-
tive engagement of a variety of partners, 
from RRI to McGill University.

In deploying knowledge in support to 
specific countries, following current 
priorities and demands, the role of 
UN-REDD progressed from analysis 
and assessment of tenure regimes to 
relevant technical inputs in the context 
of climate investment strategies, new 
large-scale funding proposals (e.g., the 
Congo, Equatorial Guinea), key infor-
mation on REDD+ legal issues, carbon 
emission reduction rights/legal titling 
(e.g., Chile, Mexico) and related linkages 
with national laws, and benefit-sharing 
mechanisms (Zambia, including col-
laboration with the World Bank FCPF 
nesting approach). This key work is help-
ing to position countries to attract the 
resources needed to implement tenure 
reform as part of their national REDD+ 
programmes and NDCs, or – such as the 
example of Chile - helping countries to 
lay a stronger foundation to access and 
receive key REDD+ results-based pay-
ments. 

UN-REDD continued to provide key legal 
technical support to countries, helping 
them enact legal reforms and drafting 
legal instruments to advance REDD+ im-
plementation (e.g., Côte d’Ivoire, the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic, Mexico). 
Advice on indigenous peoples’ forestry 
rights (Panama), and institutionalizing 
NFMS legal arrangements (Peru, Hon-
duras) was also provided, with notable 
rights dimensions.

The UN-REDD experience in community 
forestry and community monitoring in 
Latin America over past years was fur-
ther disseminated through intense and 
fruitful South-South cooperation, includ-
ing local communities and indigenous 
peoples from different countries in the 
region.

Concerning multi-stakeholder engage-
ment, democratic governance and 
indigenous peoples’ rights in REDD+ 
action, UN-REDD supported the incep-
tion and launch of the UNFCCC Local 
Communities and Indigenous Peoples 
Platform in diverse ways. For instance, 
UN-REDD mobilized selected indigenous 
leaders who are experienced in REDD+ 
and financed their participation in the 
Platform’s inception meetings. UN-REDD 

also engaged with the UNFCCC secretar-
iat and the Platform itself to provide best 
practices to manage this new initiative, 
particularly with regard to bringing local 
indigenous knowledge to global policy 
arenas. UN-REDD coalesced a detailed 
response to a request from the UNFCCC 
Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Tech-
nological Advice at its fiftieth session on 
lessons and opportunities for partnership 
support to the Local Communities and 
Indigenous Peoples Platform, including 
experiences and entry points for 12 
countries around the world. UN-REDD 
also collaborated with the International 
Indigenous Women’s Forum, providing 
training and advice for mainstreaming 
gender in forest processes.

UN-REDD was active in a special rights 
conference of the Global Landscapes 
Forum, held in Bonn in June 2019. In par-
ticular, UN-REDD generated spaces for 
indigenous and forest community stake-
holders to share their experiences and 
make their voices heard on issues related 
to the climate-forest-landscape nexus. 
UN-REDD also disseminated knowledge 
and lessons on how to integrate tenure, 
the rights of indigenous peoples and gen-
der equality in forest and REDD+ actions 
(blog). At the Forum – with major partic-
ipation from the international indigenous 
peoples’ caucus to the UNFCCC, the In-
ternational Indigenous Peoples Forum on 
Climate Change, as well as members and 
partners of the new UNFCCC Local Com-
munities and Indigenous Peoples Plat-
form – UN-REDD hosted the “Making 
climate action inclusive” event, jointly 
with indigenous organizations and indig-
enous-rights partners, which included a 
dozen high-level and technical speakers, 
from indigenous leaders to Government 
officials and development practitioners. 
It served to share knowledge on best 
practices for inclusive policy processes in 
the climate-land-forest interface. In ad-
dition, UN-REDD was offered one of the 
slots at the special Earth Speakers ses-
sion, which served to highlight how in-
digenous knowledge can be a catalyst of 
policy reforms, with specific references 
to UN-REDD supported processes in 
Colombia and the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo over recent years.
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Peru is home to one of the world’s largest tropical 
forests, surpassed only by those in Brazil, the 
Congo and Indonesia. Forests occupy more than 
half of the country’s territory, with the largest 

area being in the Amazon. Peruvian forests are home to a 
great diversity of species and provide goods and ser-
vices that are fundamental to the country’s development 
and to the well-being of its inhabitants, especially the 
indigenous peoples. But every year, between 118,000 and 
177,000 hectares of the country’s natural forests are de-
stroyed. Without proper land titling and zoning, forests 
in indigenous communities are being further threatened 
and risk disappearing rapidly.

The Awajún people live in the Peruvian Amazon 
rainforest, near the border with Ecuador. Currently, they 
possess titled community lands in four regions: Amazo-
nas, Cajamarca, Loreto and San Martin. Land titling of 
indigenous peoples’ territories is one of the REDD+ pilot 
measures being implemented through a bilateral agree-
ment between Peru and Norway. Trained indigenous 
technicians have made this work at the community level 
possible, as they possess both the technical knowledge 
to implement the process, and the trust of their commu-
nities.

“The titling of our community lands has been an 
important step to better protect our territories and our 
forests,” says Oswaldo Juep Danduck, who grew up in 
the Awajun community of San Martin. “I am happy I was 

able to support this rather difficult process in several 
communities.”

Danduck was one of 325 indigenous technicians 
trained in REDD+ processes and sustainable forest 
management by UN-REDD. His REDD+ training not only 
enabled him to provide advisory and technical assistance 
to the indigenous communities of San Martin, but also 
to share his knowledge on climate change and its impact 
on livelihoods and forests. There were some significant 
hurdles to overcome, as some titles overlapped with ti-
tles from other communities; certain areas were already 
defined as forest concessions; and other areas were 
occupied by outsiders. Although forests are very import-
ant to indigenous peoples in the region, every community 
member has their own interests and economic needs 
that can sometimes lead to logging or selling parts of the 
land. 

“Even though our lands are titled, there is still a long 
way to go,” says Danduck. “We are working on zoning 
the territory and creating a plan for the future to manage 
our territory well and ensure our people, as a community, 
make good use of it.”

“Forests are everything to indigenous peoples,” he 
says. “The forest contains our ancestral indigenous 
knowledge. Our medicine, our cosmovision, our food, 
how we live, our crafts, how we dress. All is to be found 
in the forest.”

Impact Story: Peru
PROTECTING FORESTS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES THROUGH LAND TITLING IN PERU
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Finally, UN-REDD helped design and 
consult a new phase for the Communi-
ty-based REDD+ Initiative. This includ-
ed convening stakeholder discussions 
during the Climate Action Summit in 
September 2019 and global stakeholder 
consultations, and defining a partner-
ship approach with the Tenure Facility. 
In addition to community grants, the 
proposed Community-based REDD+ 
Initiative has two new goals: to serve the 
UNFCCC Local Communities and Indig-
enous Peoples Platform and to promote 
the participation of indigenous peoples in 
country NDC processes. This new phase 
of the Initiative received support from 
the UN-REDD Executive Board in 2019 
and hopes to secure funding in 2020.

Several knowledge products and com-
munication pieces were released during 
2019; including: 

 �Reflecting on the linkages between 
REDD+, forest tenure and indige-
nous peoples’ rights 

 ��Indigenous peoples and local com-
munities, a recognized puzzle piece 
for climate crisis solution

 �Community-based REDD+ projects 
in Iko Esai (Nigeria)

 ��Supporting Cambodian women in 
the sustainable management of 
forests

 �Indigenous voices, a policy spark to 
protect the world’s  
forests

 ��Community REDD+ action in Nige-
ria (video) 

 �Advancing indigenous peoples’ land 
rights in Peru along the national 
REDD+ process (video)]

In addition, several guidance and knowl-
edge products on gender equality were 
released, including:

 �Asia-Pacific gender equality dis-
patch dedicated to REDD+ (includ-
ing gender and REDD+ cases in four 
countries of the region)

 ��Marking progress on gender 
 �French version of the UN-

REDD methodological brief
 �Information note on gender marker
 �a checklist on gender responsive 

workshops (in English, French and 
Spanish)

FINANCING AND THE PRIVATE  
SECTOR
There is a growing interest on the part of 
businesses in tackling emissions related 
to deforestation and forest degradation. 
UN-REDD work on financing and the 
private sector is focused on building 
the business case for more sustainable 
ways of producing soft commodities, 
especially by ‘decoupling’ production 
from deforestation, as well as identifying 
what kinds of policies and measures 
Governments can develop and embed, 
for instance in national REDD+ strate-
gies. In 2019, UN-REDD contributed to a 
number of business cases at the country 
level and novel partnerships with impact 
investors, and provided support to coun-
tries in raising results-based payments:

 �Two UN-REDD partner countries 
that received support with business 
case analysis

•	 �Costa Rica (business case on live-
stock): A business case analysis 
was developed for the adoption of 
sustainable production practices 
in beef and dual-purpose farms in 
Costa Rica. The report is accom-
panied by an economic model to 
assess the potential economic and 
environmental performance of 
different practices. The model was 
developed to support both the Live-
stock Development Corporation, a 
non-State public actor, and the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Livestock 
to document the performance of 
the practices promoted under the 
national low-carbon development 
strategy, which includes the integra-
tion of trees into beef and dual-pur-
pose farms. 

•	 �Viet Nam (business case study 
on Robusta coffee): The analysis 
focused on assessing the economic 
viability of interventions that will 
support smallholder livelihood de-
velopment in order to assess the 
potential for attracting investment 
capital for cultivation improve-
ments. Intercropping was identified 
as a model that would generate im-
mediate improvements in the coffee 
business, while also improving live-
lihoods for smallholders. However, 
positive returns cannot be realized 

until after the replanting phase, 
leading to an income gap. The size 
of the investment gap depends on 
the price of coffee and cost of con-
version, and represents a significant 
barrier to conversion for poorer 
households. These initial findings 
and the analytical tool for assessing 
the economic impact of cultivation 
decisions on the smallholder over 
a 25-year period, were presented 
to Central Economic Committee 
and the Institute for Policy and 
Strategy for Agriculture and Rural 
Development in October 2019. Both 
the findings and the tool were well 
received and their potential for in-
forming policymakers was raised by 
the Institute. 

 �Best practice cases on public-pri-
vate partnerships to promote 
increased investments in deforesta-
tion-free productive activities. 

•	 �The Dutch Government and Ra-
bobank announced anchor invest-
ments in the AGRI3 Fund, enabling 
it to become operational and act 
as a much-needed vehicle to “de-
risk” private finance for banks and 
(impact) investors looking to fi-
nance sustainable agriculture and/
or forestry activities. The fund has 
net-positive targets for the mitiga-
tion of greenhouse gas emissions 
from land use, as well as protecting 
and restoring forests. The engage-
ment between the Dutch Govern-
ment as public financier, as well as 
Rabobank and other AGRI3 consor-
tium members, intensified in 2019, 
culminating in the launch at the 
annual meeting of the World Eco-
nomic Forum in 2020. The fund will 
focus specifically on sub-Saharan 
Africa, Latin America and South-
East Asia.

•	 �The &Green Fund, a blended finance 
impact investment fund focused on 
forest protection and tropical forest 
commodities, announced in 2019 
that it was investing $23.75 million 
in sustainable, deforestation-free 
rubber production in Indonesia. The 
investment funds PT Royal Lestari 
Utama (RLU), an Indonesian joint 
venture of the French tire manufac-
turer Michelin and the Indonesian 
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Impact Story: Costa Rica
SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE CATTLE RANCHING IN COSTA RICA 

Costa Rica is a pioneer when it comes to forest 
conversation, sustainable development and 
climate leadership. But despite the fact that 30 
per cent of the country is protected, unsustain-

able cattle ranching and agriculture continue to exert 
pressure on forests. In the national REDD+ strategy of 
Costa Rica, cattle ranching was identified as one of the 
major drivers of deforestation and forest degradation. 
With over 1.5 million hectares of pasture across the 
country, transforming this sector thus holds important 
mitigation potential for combating climate change.

To render farming practices more sustainable and to 
improve the livelihoods of farmers, UN-REDD has been 
supporting the Government of Costa Rica in the tran-
sition to low-carbon activities, including collaboration 
with the private and financial sectors to develop more 
sustainable cattle ranching through access to finance. 

One of the cooperatives that has improved its environ-
mental performance in the livestock sector by convert-
ing to sustainable techniques is Coope-Puriscal. It has 
more than 2,200 members, including Marvin Jiménez, a 
fourth-generation smallholder farmer and cattle rancher. 

“I’ve been living in the region of Puriscal in Costa Rica 
since I was born, but now, we really notice the changes in 
the climate. The sun burns much harder,” says Jiménez. 
“When the cooperative organized meetings to talk about 
climate change, we used to have doubts about what they 
said. Now, we are suffering the consequences.”

A predominantly rural region in Costa Rica, Puriscal 
has many microenterprises and small farmers who strug-
gle to obtain credit from traditional banks. 

“Many producers do not qualify for access to the 
banking system,” says Geovanni Sánchez Salazar, man-
ager of Coope-Puriscal. “For example, when a farmer 
wants to access credit, he will be asked for a pay slip, but 
smallholder farmers cannot provide this type of docu-
ment. In other cases, banks ask farmers to send a project 
proposal, but those are difficult to do, take too much 
time and farmers give up. The added value of what we 
can bring to farmers as a cooperative is not only in the 
low interest rates the farmers can now obtain, but in the 
conditions, paperwork, accompaniment and technical 
assistance that we can offer them.”

With the support of UN-REDD, the cooperative is now 
accredited by the development banking system of Costa 
Rica, enabling them to access capital at lower costs. 
“Coope-Puriscal has given us access to finance and 
technical knowledge, allowing us to invest in better cattle 
ranching practices. Cattle ranching used to lead to defor-
estation, but now we practice it differently. We keep the 
trees and plant even more,” says Jiménez.

Financing the activities of smallholder farmers in Puri-
scal has increased not only the environmental sustain-
ability of their activities, but also their incomes. Slowly, 
young people who left for the big cities are now coming 
back home. “We learned that it’s not that youth don’t 
want to work the farms, but rather the lack of opportu-
nities that makes them move to the cities,” says Salazar. 
“Now, with the credits, we see how opportunities can 
multiply within a family.” 
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Barito Pacific Group. The &Green 
Fund will make the investment 
through the purchase of notes is-
sued by the Tropical Landscapes Fi-
nance Facility. This deal is especially 
relevant given the lack of investor 
demand to buy long-dated bonds 
in the sustainable land-use domain 
given the limited track record and 
(perceived) high risks.

•	 �A new blended facility – called the 
“Responsible Commodities Facility” 
- was launched at the London Stock 
Exchange in July 2019, aimed at fi-
nancing deforestation-free and con-
version-free soy. Given the exten-
sive clearing of Cerrado vegetation 
in Brazil, these kinds of novel part-
nerships between public and private 
entities can act as a model for oth-
ers to follow suit. Once launched, 
the bond’s use of proceeds will be 
used to finance Brazilian farmers 
that adhere to the Brazilian Forest 
Code as well as prioritize the use of 
degraded land for soy production 
(as opposed to clearing more native 
vegetation). 

•	 �A paper was presented at the 
Global Landscapes Forum in Lux-
embourg on 30 November 2019 
about what is preventing successful 
pilot studies in deforestation-free 
commodities production from being 
scaled up. 

FOREST MONITORING SYSTEMS  
AND MEASUREMENT, REPORTING 
AND VERIFICATION
Since 2008, UN-REDD has supported 
the development of a variety of tech-
nical solutions to assist countries in 
REDD+ MRV and for transparency in 
REDD+ efforts. These tools include the 
free and open-source Open Foris suite 
maintained under UN-REDD. Open Foris 
enables countries to design and host NFI 
databases (Collect), enable efficient field 
data collection (Collect Mobile), and 
analyse (Calc). It also includes tools for 
collecting activity data with the help of 
Collect Earth and Collect Earth Online. 
With the help of these tools, countries 
can provide information on NFI and FRL/
FREL reporting to the UNFCCC secretar-
iat.

The Open Foris suite contains a cloud-
based solution for accessing space data 
and applying remote-sensing processing 
chains under SEPAL. A new version, 
SEPAL 2.1 (launched in 2019) – with im-
proved functionality for mosaic creation 
of optical and radar data – continued 
to achieve great success. By December 
2019, it had over 3,000 active users in 
more than 170 countries. In addition, 
UN-REDD developed a new practical R/
Shiny application for forest inventory 
design. These tools have greatly helped 
countries in (re)designing forest resourc-
es and change detection assessments. 
The latest addition to the Open Foris 
toolkit is “Collect Earth Online”, which 
was built in collaboration with NA-
SA-Servir and FAO. It was upgraded in 
terms of data for visual interpretation, 
with high resolution and high cadence 
satellite imagery available for eight coun-
tries in Africa, Latin America and Asia.

In 2019, UN-REDD organized Open Foris, 
allometric modelling and other MRV 
training events in the Bahamas (remote-
ly), Cambodia, Liberia, Myanmar, Papua 
New Guinea, Thailand, Uganda and 
Zambia, as well as at FAO headquarters 
in Rome. The Open Foris suite was also 
presented at the FAO Digital Services 
Portfolio for the Digital Agriculture 
Transformation Seminar in June 2019. 
UN-REDD also provided active online 
technical support to several countries via 
e-mail, Skype and the Open Foris com-

munity site. A total of 150 users’ ques-
tions were received and answered via the 
Open Foris website in 2019.

The Programme continued transparent 
online NFMS web portal development by 
starting the construction of the Liberia 
and Sudan portals. A one-week training 
course was provided for the staff of the 
Bhutanese Forestry Department and 
remote support for portal upgrade and 
further development was given exten-
sively to Bhutan, Suriname and Uganda.

UN-REDD continued combining the 
existing Open Foris tools into a cloud-
based application that will better serve 
NFMS and their related capacities for 
MRV. The new system is planned to be 
operational by mid-2020.

A review was undertaken of lessons 
learned from countries, mostly in Latin 
America, that have made progress in the 
legal and institutional arrangements for 
their NFMS. The publication, planned for 
the first quarter of 2020, provides rele-
vant examples to assist other countries 
in strengthening their legal and institu-
tional arrangements to establish NFMS.

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACHIEVEMENTS IN 
2019:
 �In July 2019, Science magazine pub-

lished a paper entitled, “The global 
tree restoration potential” where 
Open Foris tools were applied. U
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Impact Story: Papa New Guinea
SAFEGUARDING THE BIODIVERSITY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA

The island of New Guinea is home to the world’s 
third largest rainforest after the Amazon and 
the Congo Basin. Papua New Guinea lies in the 
eastern part of the Island, while the Indonesian 

provinces of Papua and West Papua lie in the western 
part. With five per cent of the world’s biodiversity in just 
one per cent of its surface area, the forests of Papua New 
Guinea are ecological goldmines that are home to more 
than 20,000 species of plants, 191 species of mammals, 
750 bird species, 300 species of reptiles and 198 species 
of amphibians. Yet despite the treasures they store, the 
country’s forests are poorly understood scientifically. 
In addition, although they are relatively well-conserved, 
the forests of Papua New Guinea are facing increasing 
pressure from resource extraction through logging and 
clearing for agriculture. 

To address these challenges, UN-REDD, FAO and the 
European Union have been providing support for the 
country’s first-ever multi-purpose NFI since 2014. This 
ambitious initiative has enabled local scientists to gather 
important data on the country’s flora, fauna and carbon 
stock, in order to accurately estimate greenhouse gas 
emissions from deforestation and forest degradation. 

“What makes the NFI in Papua New Guinea unique is 
that we have a comprehensive biodiversity component, 
in addition to the usual tree enumeration and measure-
ment,” says Abe Hitofumi, FAO Chief Technical Advisor 
for the NFI project in Papua New Guinea. The project 
does not focus only on trees, but on the whole ecological 
network of interactions through soil, botany and zoology.

Kipiro Damas is on the NFI botany team. He says, “My 

job as a botanist is to look at the plants and give them 
specific scientific names. Because of a lack of funding, 
we never had a good opportunity to go around the coun-
try to collect information on all the plants. Now with this 
NFI project, we have the opportunity to go to places we 
were unable to go. This is great for us.” 

Grace Luke, a young scientist working with the NFI 
project says that she is proud of being a biologist. “I get 
to know everything in the forest. It’s a good job because 
you protect the rainforest for the next generation.”

The Papua New Guinea national REDD+ programme 
started in 2011, with field assessments for its NFI 
commencing in 2017. Over the years, the older staff in 
the Papua New Guinea Forest Authority began training 
younger staff like Redley Opasa, a post-graduate student 
who recently received a scholarship from the NFI project 
to research and analyse forest data. 

“I’m blessed to be a part of this project,” he says. “The 
thing I enjoy most about being part of the NFI survey is 
the chance to go around my country and discover our 
undisturbed forests. I have learned to really appreciate 
Papua New Guinea’s rich biodiversity.”

The aim of the NFI project is to protect the country’s 
forests; with better data, better policies can be put into 
place to protect those forests. “REDD+ provides that 
pathway for us. It is a mechanism where we can achieve 
transformational change within the country, achieve our 
development aspirations, but in a sustainable way,” says 
Terence Barambi, Manager of the REDD+ Branch of the 
Climate Change and Development Authority in Papua 
New Guinea.
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 �Open Foris tools were applied in the 
world’s first global drylands assess-
ment on trees and forests,launched 
by FAO in December 2019 at the 
twenty-fifth session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. 

 �The adoption and use of Open Foris 
and SEPAL for forest monitoring has 
exceeded all expectations and its 
impact on country reporting to the 
UNFCCC secretariat is a significant 
improvement in comparison to 
previous years, particularly in terms 
of easier access to remote sensing 
data and processing tools when 
countries collect their activity data.

� �Open Foris Collect Online and SE-
PAL platform, as a part of Open Fo-
ris tools, now enable licensed users 
to access high resolution Planet 
Labs daily data in eight countries.

Activity data assessments using Open 
Foris tools were completed in Thailand, 
Uganda and Zambia.

LINKING REDD+, THE PARIS 
AGREEMENT, NDCS AND SDGS
UN-REDD co-led and delivered sev-
eral technical discussion and briefing 
sessions on nature-based solutions in 
the context of NDCs over the course of 
2019. Core messaging on the critical role 
of REDD+ at the heart of nature-based 
solutions for climate change was built, 
disseminated and amplified across 
these events, to enable countries and 
stakeholders to better orient their policy 
efforts:

 In June 2019, UN-REDD partnered 
with The Nature Conservancy to deliver 
a breakout session, entitled Including 
Nature in NDCs – supporting effective 
design and implementation of enhanced 
NDCs, at the Global NDC Conference 
2019. The event communicated the im-
portance of nature-based solutions as a 
systemic approach to implement NDCs, 
for both mitigation and adaptation, and 
offered strategic guidance.

 �During the Climate Action Summit 
2019, UN-REDD supported a knowl-
edge event on Integrating Na-
ture-based Solutions in the NDCs to 

Enhance Ambition and Impact. This 
served to build the case on the con-
tribution of nature-based solutions 
to deliver on the climate mitigation 
and adaptation goals in countries, 
and how this needs to be captured 
accurately in NDCs. REDD+ was 
highlighted as a prominent example 
of a nature-based solution with high 
mitigation potential, while some 
countries shared their experienc-
es and challenges on integrating 
REDD+ into their NDCs and NDC 
implementation plans.

 �UN-REDD played a leading knowl-
edge and advisory role during the 
Latin America and the Caribbean 
Climate Week 2019, structuring the 
nature-based solutions thematic 
block in close cooperation with the 
UNFCCC secretariat and the six 
supporting organizations of this 
regional forum. A key product was 
a nature-based solutions thematic 
block outcome report. Addition-
ally, UN-REDD supported the na-
ture-based solutions track in the 
Asia-Pacific Climate Week 2019. 

 �UN-REDD provided substantive 
inputs to the strategic direction and 
workplan of the NDC partnership 
thematic working group on agri-
culture, forestry and other land use 
through staff participation in the 
working group in 2019.

UN-REDD played a major role contrib-
uting to the visibility of forests in the 
context of NDCs and SDGs at the twen-
ty-fifth session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Framework Convention on 
Climate Change, organizing or contribut-
ing the following high-level events: 

 �UN-REDD organized the official 
SDG 15 side event with the United 
Nations University and the United 
Nations Education, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
The event showcased cooperation 
among United Nations entities to 
address climate issues through the 
lens of SDG 15 (life on land) and the 
2030 Agenda. 

 �UN-REDD participated on an inter-
active panel at the event convened 
by the United Nations Forum on 
Forests and the Collaborative Part-
nership on Forests on Realizing For-
est-based Climate Actions: Global 
Forest Goals, SDGs and the Paris 
Agreement. The event stressed 
the important role of forests to en-
hance and implement NDCs and 
achieve the SDGs. It highlighted 
the important role of partnerships 
at the global and country scales, 
including UN-REDD partnerships, 
and strengthened the commitment 
of United Nations entities and other 
institutions within the Collaborative 
Partnership on Forests to partner in 
support of countries in the context 
of the Paris Agreement and the 
2030 Agenda. 

 �Finally, UN-REDD supported the 
development of the high-level Unit-
ed Nations leadership dialogue, 
Turning the Tide on Deforestation, 
with participation by the heads of 
all the UNREDD partners, as well 
as of the UNFCCC secretariat, the 
Department of Economic and Social 
Affairs, the United Nations Con-
vention to Combat Desertification 
in those Countries Experiencing 
Serious Drought and/or Deserti-
fication, particularly in Africa and 
GEF. The event stressed the need 
to implement the existing REDD+ 
framework to reduce deforestation 
effectively and raise the ambition in 
relation to NDCs. The successes of 
the UN-REDD partnerships shared 
by the Administrator of UNDP, Mr. 
Steiner, clearly indicated that UN-
REDD can provide a platform for the 
United Nations to support countries 
to raise their nature-based NDC 
ambitions.

Beyond this series of high-profile events 
over the course of 2019, UN-REDD sup-
ported substantive contributions to sev-
eral guidance documents and technical 
papers related to enhancing NDCs, and 
the role of REDD+ as a key nature-based 
solution for NDC enhancement. These 
included the UNDP Pathway for In-
creasing Nature-based Solutions in the 
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Nationally Determined Contributions: 
A seven-step approach for national 
Governments to integrate or enhance 
nature-based solutions in their NDCs, 
which provides a framework for Govern-
ments to identify potential nature-based 
solutions with the aim of enhancing their 
climate mitigation and adaptation ac-
tions as well as the WRI/UNDP Guide to 
Strengthening National Climate Action 
Plans by 2020 and the accompanying 
forest sector module, NDC Enhance-
ment: Opportunities in the Forest and 
Land-use Sector.

REDD+ FUNDING MECHANISMS 
In 2019, UN-REDD consolidated its 
knowledge and technical assistance 
stream on REDD+ funding mechanisms, 
with concrete efforts to help countries 
organize, mobilize, sequence, channel, 
co-ordinate and monitor finance for 
REDD+. This support took the form 
of technical advice on a range of is-
sues, from finance for policy reforms 
to incentive schemes and investment 
programmes, and from private-sector 
finance to results-based payments, 
depending on the opportunities, needs, 

circumstances and priorities of each 
country. The focus of technical advice 
and knowledge generation under this 
output was to connect funding (public 
and private, domestic and international) 
with national strategies, policies and 
safeguard measures. 

During the year, UN-REDD generated, 
mobilized, and offered knowledge to 
craft innovative funding arrangements 
in support of implementing REDD+ 
actions in five countries. Most notably, 
UN-REDD provided intense support to 
four countries - Brazil, Chile, Ecuador 
and Paraguay - to access REDD+ re-
sults-based payments from the GCF, for 
a combined total of $228.6 million. UN-
REDD also provided technical support to 
national entities in Ecuador and Hondu-
ras to achieve GCF accreditation. 

In addition, UN-REDD supported a 
number of exercises to distil and codify 
knowledge related to REDD+ funding 
mechanisms and results-based pay-
ments. UN-REDD hosted a webinar to 
share information regarding the GCF 
results-based payments proposal of 
Brazil with civil society organizations and 

observers, and presented lessons learned 
from the Brazil results-based payments 
proposal at the GCF REDD+ talks in 
Songdo, Republic of Korea, in February 
2019. UN-REDD also briefed African 
countries on approaches and challeng-
es for REDD+ results-based payments 
during the GCF Africa REDD+ workshop, 
held in Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, in August 
2019. UN-REDD technical advice also 
informed detailed comments to the mid-
term review of the GCF pilot programme 
for REDD+ results-based payments.

In 2019, UN-REDD also provided support 
to Costa Rica, Mexico and Paraguay to 
access REDD+ results-based payments 
from market sources, as these countries 
had already developed strategies to 
access REDD+ results-based payments 
from a variety of market and non-market 
sources.

In Paraguay, UN-REDD technical assis-
tance served to advance an innovative 
collaboration between the country and 
the Dutch Entrepreneurial Development 
Bank (FMO) in an initiative that will 
provide a $240 million concessional 
credit line for cattle ranchers and soy 
farmers to invest in climate-resilient and 
deforestation-free practices. Farmers are 
often hesitant to do so, as such practic-
es require long-term financing, which 
is expensive. FMO therefore aims to 
address this market failure by providing 
farmers with concessional loans that will 
enable them to invest in these practices. 
The loans will be conditional on a no-de-
forestation commitment by farmers. In 
Ecuador, UN-REDD technical assistance 
supported the conclusion of a memoran-
dum of understanding with Lavazza S.p.A 
creating a novel partnership between the 
country and Lavazza to pilot the world’s 
first production and marketing of “defor-
estation-free” coffee. 

CROSS-CUTTING KNOWLEDGE 
MANAGEMENT AND 
COMMUNICATIONS
In 2019, significant political attention 
was focused on nature-based solutions 
for climate and sustainable development, 
from the Climate Action Summit to the 
high-level United Nations leadership 
dialogue on “Turning the tide on defor- U
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estation”, where heads of United Nations 
entities issued a strong call to turn the 
tide on deforestation, including Mr. 
Steiner, UNDP Administrator, who de-
clared that “UN-REDD is a key platform 
to support countries on forests as an 
important nature-based solution to raise 
ambition in the NDCs.”

By organizing a series of successful side 
events at major conferences throughout 
2019, UN-REDD positioned itself as a 
leading voice on forests within the na-
ture-based solutions movement. It held 
two interactive events at the Climate 
Action Summit on “Catalyzing Forest 
Solutions to the Climate Emergency” and 
“Inclusive Forest Action for the Climate 
Crisis: Mainstreaming Gender and the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples and Local 
Communities”; side events at the Global 
Landscapes Forum editions in Kyoto, Ja-
pan; Bonn, Germany; and Accra, Ghana. 
This dynamic momentum was sustained 
through December 2019 at the twen-
ty-fifth session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change with the 
official United Nations side event on 
SDG 15 (life on land) in partnership with 
UNESCO and the United Nations Univer-
sity. To increase its advocacy clout and 
to support the growing movement for 
nature, UN-REDD joined the Nature4Cli-
mate (N4C) coalition. 

To further illustrate the significant im-
pact of forests on both the planet and 
people, UN-REDD engaged in human-fo-
cused storytelling all year long. It pro-
duced 11 multimedia stories across Asia, 
Africa and Latin America, featuring the 
voices of women, youth and indigenous 
peoples. These diverse and powerful 
stories came from the UN-REDD partner 
countries of Colombia, Costa Rica, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Kenya, Myanmar, Papua New 
Guinea, Paraguay, Peru, Viet Nam and 
Zambia. Nine of them were compiled 
and launched on a new dedicated visual 
storytelling website that blended text 
with photos, graphics and videos. 

In 2019, the UN-REDD social media 
reach grew significantly to 45,700 fol-
lowers due to an ambitious engagement 
strategy and the launch of its Instagram 

channel to promote visually-rich sto-
rytelling to a wider audience. The UN-
REDD global advocacy video, “Forests 
are the Fastest and Cheapest Climate 
Solution” was launched at the Climate 
Action Summit as part of its #Better-
WithForests campaign and was watched 
over 250,000 times in its first week.

Thanks to regional media training cours-
es organized by UN-REDD, the number 
of media mentions surpassed previous 
years. These included training with six 
major news outlets in Kenya and training 
held in partnership with CIFOR for 11 
journalists from across South-East Asia 
in Central Kalimantan, Indonesia.

UN-REDD organized a number of knowl-
edge events. These included a knowl-
edge exchange between Colombia and 
Mexico on forest finance products, and 
a regional exchange between Cambodia, 
Myanmar and Viet Nam on safeguards. 
In addition, the use of regional webinars 
allowed conversations to continue be-
yond physical events, such as a series of 
virtual exchanges among national devel-
opment banks in Latin America. Global 
webinars were held on topics such as 
spatial information and REDD+ planning 
tools and tenure rights with more than 
300 people registered for each one.

These knowledge and country-based 
lessons on REDD+ were shared via the 
quarterly REDD+ Resource newsletter, 
which now has 10,000 subscribers, as 
well as through the new bi-monthly 
REDD+ Round-Ups, with regional or the-
matic focuses. A further 62 knowledge 
products (from info briefs to infographics 
to technical reports) were developed 
and made accessible online via the 
Workspace, the UN-REDD knowledge 
management backbone that makes over 
13,000 documents available.

Lastly, 2019 was a year of innovation 
when it came to promoting the uptake of 
knowledge management and communi-
cations through non-traditional formats 
and channels, as a result of which the 
first-ever digital version of the UN-REDD 
Annual Report was launched. In order to 
better engage with young people, UN-
REDD partnered with the International 

Forestry Students’ Association to vlog 
and share their perspectives on forests 
from the Climate Action Summit and 
the twenty-fifth session of the Confer-
ence of the Parties to the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change. Finally, 
to ensure the wider uptake of UN-REDD 
compelling content, and in line with the 
broader United Nations system reform, 
UN-REDD increasingly liaised with the 
communications teams at the offices of 
the United Nations Resident Coordinator 
within its partner countries. 
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Oluwaseun Adekugbe is 25-year-old forestry 
student at the Federal University of Technol-
ogy of Akure in Nigeria and a member of the 
International Forestry Students’ Association. 

Studying forestry was not an obvious choice for Adekug-
be, and her family and friends criticized her preference 
for a career in a field that was neither important, nor able 
to provide a secure source of income.

“People in Nigeria still have very limited information 
about the importance of forests,” she said. “They do not 
valorize forests. They just see them as a means to make 
a living, not as something you need to protect. But we 
all see the changes. When I was a child, I travelled to 
the village of my grandparents during the holidays and I 
loved spending time in nature and in the forest. I remem-
ber how nice the weather was, how nice it was to rest in 
the shade, but now the forests in their village are almost 
gone.” 

Passionate about forests, she decided to take up 
forestry studies, despite the criticism, and to acquire the 
necessary skills to become a knowledge broker in the 
interface between forestry and climate change. When 
she heard about the opportunity to vlog for forests with 
UN-REDD, she started her first vlog immediately. 

“I feel a strong need to share simple stories that will in-
crease people’s knowledge on the importance of forests,” 
says Oluwaseun Adekugbe. “Since people tend to believe 
what they see more than what they hear, vlogging is a 
good way to raise awareness.”

As young people increasingly take the lead in climate 
action, UN-REDD has joined forces with the International 
Forestry Students’ Association to give students a plat-
form to share their views, ideas and stories on forest pro-
tection. In December 2019, youth vloggers attended the 
fifteenth Conference of Youth and the twenty-fifth ses-
sion of the Conference of the Parties to the Framework 
Convention on Climate Change in Madrid to immerse 
themselves in discussions on nature-based solutions and 
forests and to share information through their own per-
sonal perspectives using the hashtag #vlogging4forests.

“Participating in COY and COP was an amazing expe-
rience for me,” says Adekugbe. “I met so many people 
from all over the world. It was amazing to see how many 
young people are engaged in advocating for climate 
change. I learned a lot about forests and how they can 
contribute to the fight against climate change, and I re-
ceived a lot of positive feedback from family and friends. 
Vlogs can tell you many things in simple ways. Through 
vlogging, we can get people’s attention while also pro-
tecting the forests. I would like to continue raising my 
voice and vlog for forests and get more youth involved.”

UN-REDD will continue working with youth vloggers 
in 2020 as part of a broader youth engagement strategy. 
All vlogs are posted on the International Forestry Stu-
dents’ Association’s YouTube channel.

Impact Story: Nigeria
#VLOGGING4FORESTS: YOUTH ADVOCATING FOR FORESTS USING THE LATEST IN VIDEO 
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Expanding on its gender successes 
of previous years, UN-REDD as-
sisted 14 countries1 in breaking 
down gender barriers and inequal-

ities, and integrating gender equality and 
women’s empowerment activities into 
nationally-led REDD+ action. In many 
cases, this work involved moving from 
policy to practice, producing positive and 
tangible outcomes and impacts at the 
national and subnational levels. 

To help illustrate the 
breadth of these results, a 
number of country-specific 
examples are given below.

In Myanmar, acting on 
the 2018 findings of the 
gender and REDD+ analy-
sis, concrete actions were 
taken to strengthen the 
gender-responsiveness of 
the country’s engagement 
processes, whereby wom-
en’s participation in con-
sultations on the national 
REDD+ strategy increased 
from 21 per cent in 2017 to 
42 per cent in 2019. Ad-
dressing findings from its 
2018 gender analysis on 
REDD+ policies, actions 
and measures, Bangladesh 
engaged a gender expert in 
regional consultations on 
policies and measures in 
order to ensure the incor-
poration of a gender ap-
proach. 

At the national level, a gen-
der approach was integrat-
ed into the Honduran draft 
national REDD+ strategy, 
including in its main objec-
tive statement, and support 
is currently being provided 
to integrate a gender per-
spective into the policies and organi-
zational management of the Honduran 
Bank for Production and Housing (BAN-
HPROVI). In addition, a draft technical 
guide was developed to integrate gender 

considerations into the implementation 
of the Argentinian national action plan 
on forests and climate change, as well as 
to inform its REDD+ SIS.
 
Efforts to foster REDD+ action at the sub-
national level in Peru resulted in the 
equitable and meaningful engagement 
of women and representation of their 
interests in community-based forest 
management technical committees. 

In Mexico, a flyer on “Gender equality: 
Tools for the implementation of REDD+” 
was published as part of a series of tools 
to support the application of REDD+ 
safeguards at the State-level.

In 2019, through its efforts in promot-
ing women’s equitable involvement in 
capacity-building efforts, workshops, 
events and training, the Programme also 
successfully registered an increase in 
women’s participation in every region. 
Thus, based on data from 25 workshops, 
women represented 47.5 per cent of 
participants in Africa (a 7.5 per cent in-
crease from 2018), 36.5 per cent in Asia 
and the Pacific (a 3.8 per cent increase 

from 2018) and 51 per cent 
in Latin America (a 4.7 per 
cent increase from 2018).

At the global level, UN-
REDD participated in a 
panel discussion on the 
traditional knowledge of 
indigenous women during 
the International Indige-
nous Women’s Forum’s 
Global Leadership School in 
New York. 
 
Furthermore, in its efforts 
to support its partner 
countries to meaningfully 
integrate a gender perspec-
tive into their policy and 
institutional commitments 
for REDD+, UN-REDD 
drafted a simple and con-
cise “Checklist for gen-
der-responsive workshops” 
(available in English, 
French and Spanish). An 
information brief detailing 
the scale, criteria and ap-
plication of the UN-REDD 
gender marker rating sys-
tem was also developed. 
In addition, Spanish and 
French translations of the 
UN-REDD methodological 
brief on gender are also 
now available.

1	� Argentina, Bangladesh, Chile, Colombia, the Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Honduras, Indonesia, Mexico, Mongolia, Myanmar, Peru, Viet Nam and Zambia. U
N

-R
ED

D
 P

ro
gr

am
m

e

63	 2019 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UN-REDD PROGRAMME FUND

http://www.fimi-iiwf.org/index.php
http://www.fimi-iiwf.org/index.php
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unredd.net%2Fdocuments%2Fglobal-programme-191%2Fgender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044%2Fglobal-gender-resources%2F17255-checklist-for-gender-responsive-workshops.html&data=02%7C01%7Celizabeth.eggerts%40undp.org%7C2ab053efff17487dadde08d7147553b7%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637000366450971178&sdata=07kQKkLSSxWOTaoqy8zb65YRJQuBTj2clKcFOSghEN0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unredd.net%2Fdocuments%2Fglobal-programme-191%2Fgender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044%2Fglobal-gender-resources%2F17256-liste-de-controle-pour-les-ateliers-sensibles-au-genre.html&data=02%7C01%7Celizabeth.eggerts%40undp.org%7C2ab053efff17487dadde08d7147553b7%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637000366450981169&sdata=2WGOn81iG2feGUbPbTxbp1P85UHDZE%2FlJbQLLUGY2c4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.unredd.net%2Fdocuments%2Fglobal-programme-191%2Fgender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044%2Fglobal-gender-resources%2F17257-lista-de-verificacion-para-talleres-sensibles-a-las-cuestiones-de-genero.html&data=02%7C01%7Celizabeth.eggerts%40undp.org%7C2ab053efff17487dadde08d7147553b7%7Cb3e5db5e2944483799f57488ace54319%7C0%7C0%7C637000366450981169&sdata=O69Lf%2BFrc1PtpXse73jHhpoedfWeAyTtBLouvuqlRmE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/17281-information-brief-on-un-redd-gender-marker-rating-system.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/17281-information-brief-on-un-redd-gender-marker-rating-system.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/17281-information-brief-on-un-redd-gender-marker-rating-system.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/17279-informe-metodologico-de-onu-redd-sobre-genero.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/17156-note-methodologique-du-programme-onu-redd-sur-le-genre.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/15952-technical-resource-series-4-un-redd-methodological-brief-on-gender-low-resolution-version.html
https://www.unredd.net/documents/global-programme-191/gender-and-womens-empowerment-in-redd-1044/global-gender-resources/15952-technical-resource-series-4-un-redd-methodological-brief-on-gender-low-resolution-version.html


Impact Story: Gender
INCORPORATING GENDER INTO FOREST AND CLIMATE ACTION: LESSONS LEARNED  
FROM A DECADE OF REDD+ 

For more than ten years, the UN-REDD Programme 
has supported countries that integrate gender 
equality and women’s empowerment into REDD+ 
actions. The approach aims to ensure women, men 

and youth can equitably and meaningfully engage, par-
ticipate in and benefit from more sustainable, national 
REDD+ processes and actions. However, given social, 
economic and cultural inequalities and legal impedi-
ments, women continue to experience exclusion, particu-
larly those from marginalized groups, such as indigenous 
peoples. This limits their ability to fully participate in, 
contribute to and benefit from REDD+. In response, de-
liberate and meaningful efforts are being taken to ensure 
REDD+ actions are inclusive, fair and gender-responsive, 
both in policy and in practice.

Moving from commitments to credible action on the 
ground, the UN-REDD Programme has worked hand in 
hand with women’s groups, indigenous peoples, commu-
nities and other government and civil society organiza-
tions to develop practical solutions to support women in 
their active role in REDD+ as traditional guardians of the 
forest. In 2019, this support focused on identifying and 
breaking down gender barriers and changing perceptions 
to ensure the fair and active participation of women in 
REDD+. 

To illustrate, efforts took place in Peru, to increase 
women’s participation in community-based forest sur-
veillance committees. Data was collected to assess the 
catalytic factors that made women’s participation in the 
committees possible. This information provided an ac-
curate picture of the realities on the ground and allowed 
for improvements and gender-responsive actions to be 
identified, as well as opportunities for good practices.

Similarly, in Chile, UN-REDD support helped to ensure 
women’s involvement in pilot projects for forest man-
agement. For example, as part of ecological restoration 
activities within the Ovalle commune, a group of women 
was included in the formulation and design of the proj-
ect. They decided to offer scheduling flexibility during 
the implementation phase so their absence from home 
was not so radical. This, in turn, increased their capac-
ity to completely engage. Before these efforts began, 
the area where they worked was known as the “Hill of 
Shame.” Today, the community now calls it the “Hill of 
Hope.”

These experiences have helped to inform and improve 
the gender approach of the UN-REDD Programme across 

the regions. In addition, the UN-REDD Programme doc-
umented key good practices and lessons learned from 
the Asia-Pacific region in 2019. This was done to inform 
other gender efforts being undertaken within REDD+ 
and to share the experiences that have resulted from the 
Programme’s gender work in the region. The following 
country case studies on gender and REDD+ are available 
online here. 

•	 �Cambodia - Changing Institutional Culture through 
a National REDD+ Gender Group

•	 �Papua New Guinea - Ensuring Women Have a 
Say: Putting Gender at the Heart of Free, Prior and 
Informed Consent

•	 �Sri Lanka - Making Civil Society Inclusion in REDD+ 
Count for Women

•	 �Viet Nam - Unlocking the Entrepreneurial Power of 
Indigenous Women to Protect Forests

The UN-REDD Programme has integrated these 
experiences into its work in order to help ensure both 
women,men and youth have a seat at the table and an 
equitable voice in REDD+ design, implementation and 
decision-making. This has had a positive impact on both 
forests and forest-dependent communities, bolster-
ing both environmental conservation, as well as rural 
economic development and livelihood enhancement for 
everyone. 
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2019 FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE 
This chapter presents financial data and analysis of the UN-REDD Programme Fund using the pass-through funding modality 
as of 31 December 2019. Financial information for this Fund is also available on the MPTF Office GATEWAY, at the following 
address: http://mptf.undp.org/factsheet/fund/CCF00. 

TABLE 1. FINANCIAL OVERVIEW, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

  ANNUAL 2018 ANNUAL 2019 CUMULATIVE

SOURCES OF FUNDS      

Contributions from donors 14,396,887 8,777,288 317,323,126

Fund Earned Interest and Investment Income 20,900 36,578 2,625,843

Interest Income received from Participating Organizations 24,313 71,704 616,526

Refunds by Administrative Agent to Contributors - - -

Fund balance transferred to another MDTF - - -

Other Income - - -

TOTAL: SOURCES OF FUNDS 14,442,100 8,885,570 320,565,495

USE OF FUNDS      

Transfers to Participating Organizations 16,202,478 10,603,695 318,624,284

Refunds received from Participating Organizations (153,480) (156,626) (1,284,839)

NET FUNDED AMOUNT 16,048,998 10,447,069 317,339,445

Administrative Agent Fees 95,851 87,734 2,921,567

Direct Costs: (Steering Committee, Secretariat...etc.) - - -

Bank Charges 91 71 12,395

Other Expenditures 48,118 39 251,664

Total: Uses of Funds 16,193,057 10,534,912 320,525,072

CHANGE IN FUND CASH BALANCE WITH ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT (1,750,957) (1,649,342) 40,423

Opening Fund balance (1 January) 3,440,723 1,689,765 -

CLOSING FUND BALANCE (31 DECEMBER) 1,689,765 40,423 40,423

Net Funded Amount (Includes Direct Cost) 16,048,998 10,447,069 317,339,445

Participating Organizations’ Expenditure (Includes Direct Cost) 23,123,256 17,683,226 294,889,856

BALANCE OF FUNDS WITH PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS     22,449,589
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2. PARTNER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Table 2 provides information on cumulative contributions received from all contributors to this Fund as of 31 December 2019.

The UN-REDD Programme Fund is currently being financed by 7 contributors, as listed in the table below.

The table below includes commitments made up to 31 December 2019 through signed Standard Administrative Agreements, 
and deposits made through 2019. It does not include commitments that were made to the fund beyond 2019. 

TABLE 2. CONTRIBUTORS’ COMMITMENTS AND DEPOSITS, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

CONTRIBUTORS
TOTAL 

COMMITMENTS

PRIOR YEARS 
AS OF 31-DEC-2018 

DEPOSITS

CURRENT YEAR 
JAN-DEC-2019 

DEPOSITS

TOTAL 
DEPOSITS

DENMARK, GOVERNMENT OF 9,898,183 9,898,183 - 9,898,183

EUROPEAN UNION 25,166,420 25,162,505 3,915* 25,166,420

JAPAN, GOVERNMENT OF 3,046,138 3,046,138 - 3,046,138

LUXEMBOURG, GOVERNMENT OF 2,674,100 2,674,100 - 2,674,100

NORWAY, GOVERNMENT OF 270,759,686 261,986,314 8,773,373 270,759,686

SPAIN, GOVERNMENT OF 5,492,939 5,492,939 - 5,492,939

SWITZERLAND, GOVERNMENT OF 285,660 285,660 - 285,660

GRAND TOTAL 317,323,126 308,545,838 8,777,288 317,323,126

* This is the amount of EU contribution reduced from 2018 deposit to UN-REDD in order to offset ineligible cost of a UNDP project that was not administered by MPTF. 

 
FIGURE 1: DEPOSITS BY CONTRIBUTOR, CUMULATIVE AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019
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3. INTEREST EARNED 
Interest income is earned in two ways: 1) on the balance of funds held by the Administrative Agent (Fund earned interest), 
and 2) on the balance of funds held by the Participating Organizations (Agency earned interest) where their Financial Regula-
tions and Rules allow return of interest to the AA. As of 31 December 2019, Fund earned interest amounts to US$ 2,625,843. 
Interest received from Participating Organizations amounts to US$ 616,526, bringing the cumulative interest received to US$ 
3,242,369. Details are provided in the table below.

TABLE 3. SOURCES OF INTEREST AND INVESTMENT INCOME, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

INTEREST EARNED
PRIOR YEARS 

AS OF 31-DEC-2018
CURRENT YEAR 
JAN-DEC-2019

TOTAL

ADMINISTRATIVE AGENT      

Fund Earned Interest and Investment Income 2,589,265 36,578 2,625,843

TOTAL: FUND EARNED INTEREST 2,589,265 36,578 2,625,843

PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION      

FAO 75,504 71,704 147,209

UNDP 421,882   421,882

UNEP 47,435   47,435

TOTAL: AGENCY EARNED INTEREST 544,822 71,704 616,526

GRAND TOTAL 3,134,087 108,282 3,242,369

4. TRANSFER OF FUNDS
Allocations to Participating Organizations are approved by the Steering Committee and disbursed by the Administrative Agent. 
As of 31 December 2019, the AA has transferred US$ 318,624,284 to 3 Participating Organizations (see list below). 

4.1 TRANSFER BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION
Table 4 provides additional information on the refunds received by the MPTF Office, and the net funded amount for each of the 
Participating Organizations.

TABLE 4. TRANSFER, REFUND, AND NET FUNDED AMOUNT BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 
2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

PRIOR YEARS AS OF 31-DEC-2018 CURRENT YEAR JAN-DEC-2019 TOTAL

TRANSFERS REFUNDS NET FUNDED TRANSFERS REFUNDS NET FUNDED TRANSFERS REFUNDS NET FUNDED

FAO 113,095,544 (526,008) 112,569,536 3,191,509 (156,626) 3,034,883 116,287,053 (682,635) 115,604,418

UNDP 118,903,887 (173,496) 118,730,391 3,940,136   3,940,136 122,844,023 (173,496) 122,670,527

UNEP 76,021,158 (428,708) 75,592,450 3,472,050   3,472,050 79,493,208 (428,708) 79,064,500

GRAND TOTAL 308,020,589 (1,128,212) 306,892,377 10,603,695 (156,626) 10,447,069 318,624,284 (1,284,839) 317,339,445
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FIGURE 2: TRANSFERS AMOUNT BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION FOR THE PERIOD OF 1 JANUARY TO 31 DECEMBER 
2019

5. EXPENDITURE AND FINANCIAL DELIVERY RATES 
All final expenditures reported for the year 2019 were submitted by the Headquarters of the Participating Organizations. These 
were consolidated by the MPTF Office. 

Project expenditures are incurred and monitored by each Participating Organization, and are reported as per the agreed upon 
categories for inter-agency harmonized reporting. The reported expenditures were submitted via the MPTF Office’s online ex-
penditure reporting tool. The 2019 expenditure data has been posted on the MPTF Office GATEWAY at http://mptf.undp.org/
factsheet/fund/CCF00. 

5.1 EXPENDITURE REPORTED BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATION 
In 2019, US$ 10,447,069 was net funded to Participating Organizations, and US$ 17,683,226 was reported in expenditure. 

As shown in table below, the cumulative net funded amount is US$ 317,339,445 and cumulative expenditures reported by the 
Participating Organizations amount to US$ 294,889,856. This equates to an overall Fund expenditure delivery rate of 93 per-
cent. 

The agencies delivery rates are: FAO (95%), UNEP (93%) and UNDP (91%)
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TABLE 5.1 NET FUNDED AMOUNT, REPORTED EXPENDITURE, AND FINANCIAL DELIVERY BY PARTICIPATING ORGANIZA-
TION, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED 
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED 
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE

DELIVERY RATE 
%PRIOR YEARS 

AS OF 31-DEC-2018
CURRENT YEAR 
JAN-DEC-2019

CUMULATIVE

FAO 116,985,379 115,604,418 104,439,491 5,442,230 109,881,721 95.05

UNDP 125,389,602 122,670,527 103,787,614 7,473,040 111,260,655 90.70

UNEP 79,493,208 79,064,500 68,979,525 4,767,955 73,747,481 93.28

GRAND TOTAL 321,868,189 317,339,445 277,206,631 17,683,226 294,889,856 92.93

5.2 EXPENDITURE BY PROJECT 
Table 5.2 displays the net funded amounts, expenditures reported and the financial delivery rates by Participating Organization.

 

TABLE 5.2 EXPENDITURE BY ON-GOING PROJECTS, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

COUNTRY / PROJECT NO.AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED 
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED 
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY 

RATE %

ARGENTINA

00092164 UN-REDD ARGENTINA FAO 1,891,760 1,891,760 1,708,048 90.29

00092164 UN-REDD ARGENTINA UNDP 1,308,610 1,308,610 1,297,107 99.12

00092164 UN-REDD ARGENTINA UNEP 642,000 642,000 628,813 97.95

ARGENTINA TOTAL 3,842,370 3,842,370 3,633,968 94.58

CHILE

00102605 UN-REDD CHILE FAO 856,000 534,465 476,174 89.09

00102605 UN-REDD CHILE UNDP 2,092,954 2,092,954 1,857,426 88.75

CHILE TOTAL 2,948,954 2,627,419 2,333,600 88.82

HONDURAS

00094493 UN-REDD HONDURAS FAO 941,600 941,600 941,709 100.01

00094493 UN-REDD HONDURAS UNDP 1,945,795 1,945,795 1,873,324 96.28

00094493 UN-REDD HONDURAS UNEP 722,250 722,250 695,716 96.33

HONDURAS TOTAL 3,609,645 3,609,645 3,510,749 97.26

MYANMAR

00102606 UN-REDD MYANMAR FAO 2,231,164 2,231,164 1,763,240 79.03

00102606 UN-REDD MYANMAR UNDP 3,015,688 3,015,688 2,625,493 87.06

00102606 UN-REDD MYANMAR UNEP 307,518 307,518 293,833 95.55

MYANMAR TOTAL 5,554,370 5,554,370 4,682,566 84.30
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 COUNTRY / PROJECT NO.AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED 
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED 
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY 

RATE %

00102612 UN-REDD PERU FAO 1,686,688 1,309,897 869,257 66.36

00102612 UN-REDD PERU UNDP 1,983,084 1,625,656 1,157,456 71.20

00102612 UN-REDD PERU UNEP 282,801 282,801 205,015 72.49

PERU TOTAL 3,952,573 3,218,354 2,231,728 69.34

GLOBAL SUPPORT

00103359
UN-REDD - Delivering National 

Programme
FAO 5,466,848 5,466,848 4,758,361 87.04

00103359
UN-REDD - Delivering National 

Programme
UNDP 5,425,556 5,425,556 2,117,837 39.03

00103359
UN-REDD - Delivering National 

Programme
UNEP 2,876,553 2,876,553 2,697,774 93.78

00103784 Direct Cost for Secretariat FAO 500,000 500,000 328,418 65.68

00103784 Direct Cost for Secretariat UNDP 1,289,528 1,289,528 718,988 55.76

00103784 Direct Cost for Secretariat UNEP 3,186,999 3,186,999 2,393,923 75.12

00103788 KM & Global Coordination FAO 2,891,727 2,891,727 1,639,427 56.69

00103788 KM & Global Coordination UNDP 5,194,298 5,194,298 2,041,124 39.30

00103788 KM & Global Coordination UNEP 7,013,901 7,013,901 4,838,266 68.98

GLOBAL TOTAL 33,845,410 33,845,410 21,534,118 63.62

REGIONAL SUPPORT

00103785 AFRICA - Technical Assistance FAO 3,301,404 3,301,404 2,519,170 76.31

00103785 AFRICA - Technical Assistance UNDP 2,464,702 2,464,702 1,919,124 77.86

00103785 AFRICA - Technical Assistance UNEP 1,458,510 1,458,510 1,215,677 83.35

00103786 ASIA - Technical Assistance FAO 3,801,578 3,801,578 2,799,764 73.65

00103786 ASIA - Technical Assistance UNDP 2,759,016 2,759,016 2,160,293 78.30

00103786 ASIA - Technical Assistance UNEP 1,324,380 1,324,380 1,005,852 75.95

00103787 LAC - Technical Assistance FAO 2,778,558 2,778,558 2,124,579 76.46

00103787 LAC - Technical Assistance UNDP 4,958,936 4,958,935 3,856,937 77.78

00103787 LAC - Technical Assistance UNEP 1,707,245 1,707,245 1,373,740 80.47

REGIONAL TOTAL 24,554,329 24,554,328 18,975,136 77.28

GRAND TOTAL 78,307,651 77,251,896 77,251,896 56,901,865 73.66
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5.3 EXPENDITURE REPORTED BY CATEGORY 
Project expenditures are incurred and monitored by each Participating Organization and are reported as per the agreed categories 
for inter-agency harmonized reporting. In 2006 the UN Development Group (UNDG) established six categories against which 
UN entities must report inter-agency project expenditures. Effective 1 January 2012, the UN Chief Executive Board (CEB) modified 
these categories as a result of IPSAS adoption to comprise eight categories. All expenditure incurred prior to 1 January 2012 have 
been reported in the old categories; post 1 January 2012 all expenditure are reported in the new eight categories. See table below.
 

2012 CEB Expense Categories 

1.	 Staff and personnel costs

2.	 Supplies, commodities and materials

3.	 Equipment, vehicles, furniture and depreciation

4.	 Contractual services

5.	 Travel

6.	 Transfers and grants

7.	 General operating expenses

8.	 Indirect costs

2006 UNDG Expense Categories 

1.	 Supplies, commodities, equipment & transport

2.	 Personnel

3.	 Training counterparts

4.	 Contracts

5.	 Other direct costs

6.	 Indirect costs

TABLE 5.3 EXPENDITURE BY UNDG BUDGET CATEGORY, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

CATEGORY
EXPENDITURE PERCENTAGE  

OF TOTAL 
PROGRAMME COST

PRIOR YEARS 
AS OF 31-DEC-2018

CURRENT YEAR 
JAN-DEC-2019

TOTAL

Supplies, Commodities, Equipment and Transport (Old) 1,256,408 - 1,256,408 0.46

Personnel (Old) 23,105,695 - 23,105,695 8.38

Training of Counterparts(Old) 3,596,995 - 3,596,995 1.30

Contracts (Old) 6,914,797 - 6,914,797 2.51

Other direct costs (Old) 2,110,598 - 2,110,598 0.77

Staff & Personnel Cost (New) 108,830,192 10,285,350 119,115,542 43.20

Suppl, Comm, Materials (New) 2,059,858 295,109 2,354,967 0.85

Equip, Veh, Furn, Depn (New) 3,315,324 167,823 3,483,147 1.26

Contractual Services (New) 29,475,916 2,283,213 31,759,129 11.52

Travel (New) 24,849,663 1,477,673 26,327,336 9.55

Transfers and Grants (New) 32,012,404 1,072,286 33,084,690 12.00

General Operating (New) 21,719,361 911,402 22,630,762 8.21

PROGRAMME COSTS TOTAL 259,247,211 16,492,856 275,740,067 100.00

1 INDIRECT SUPPORT COSTS TOTAL 17,959,420 1,190,370 19,149,790 6.94

TOTAL 277,206,631 17,683,226 294,889,856

______________________ 
1 Indirect Support Costs charged by Participating Organization, based on their financial regulations, can be deducted upfront or at a later stage during 
implementation. The percentage may therefore appear to exceed the 7% agreed-upon for on-going projects. Once projects are financially closed, this 
number is not to exceed 7%. 
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6. COST RECOVERY
Cost recovery policies for the Fund are guided by the applicable provisions of the Terms of Reference, the MOU concluded be-
tween the Administrative Agent and Participating Organizations, and the SAAs concluded between the Administrative Agent 
and Contributors, based on rates approved by UNDG. 

The policies in place, as of 31 December 2019, were as follows:

�The Administrative Agent (AA) fee: 1% is charged at the time of contributor deposit and covers services provided on that 
contribution for the entire duration of the Fund. In the reporting period US$ 87,734 was deducted in AA-fees. Cumulatively, as 
of 31 December 2019, US$ 2,921,567 has been charged in AA-fees. 

�Indirect Costs of Participating Organizations: Participating Organizations may charge 7% indirect costs. In the current 
reporting period US$ 1,190,370 was deducted in indirect costs by Participating Organizations. Cumulatively, indirect costs 
amount to US$ 19,149,790 as of 31 December 2019. 

7. ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY 
In order to effectively provide fund administration services and facilitate monitoring and reporting to the UN system and its 
partners, the MPTF Office has developed a public website, the MPTF Office Gateway (http://mptf.undp.org). Refreshed in real 
time every two hours from an internal enterprise resource planning system, the MPTF Office Gateway has become a standard 
setter for providing transparent and accountable trust fund administration services. 

The Gateway provides financial information including: contributor commitments and deposits, approved programme budgets, 
transfers to and expenditures reported by Participating Organizations, interest income and other expenses. In addition, the 
Gateway provides an overview of the MPTF Office portfolio and extensive information on individual Funds, including their 
purpose, governance structure and key documents. By providing easy access to the growing number of narrative and financial 
reports, as well as related project documents, the Gateway collects and preserves important institutional knowledge and facil-
itates knowledge sharing and management among UN Organizations and their development partners, thereby contributing to 
UN coherence and development effectiveness. 
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ANNEX 1
EXPENDITURE BY PROJECT
The below table display the net funded amounts, expenditures reported and the financial delivery rates by Participating Organiza-
tion for operational and financial closed projects.

TABLE 1: EXPENDITURE BY OPERATIONALLY CLOSED PROJECTS, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

 

COUNTRY / PROJECT NO. AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY 

RATE
%

BANGLADESH

00090410 UN-REDD BANGLADESH FAO 1,070,000 1,070,000 1,068,805 99.89

00090410 UN-REDD BANGLADESH UNDP 1,230,500 1,230,500 1,230,492 100.00

BANGLADESH TOTAL 2,300,500 2,300,500 2,299,298 99.95

BOLIVIA

00074797 UN-REDD BOLIVIA FAO 1,095,679 1,095,679 1,095,430 99.98

00074797 UN-REDD BOLIVIA UNDP 2,280,062 90,143 89,269 99.03

BOLIVIA TOTAL 3,375,741 1,185,822 1,184,699 99.91

CAMBODIA

00076663 UN-REDD CAMBODIA FAO 1,300,050 1,175,656 1,175,656 100.00

00076663 UN-REDD CAMBODIA UNDP 1,551,500 1,550,547 1,550,547 100.00

00076663 UN-REDD CAMBODIA UNEP 149,800 40,095 40,095 100.00

CAMBODIA TOTAL 3,001,350 2,766,298 2,766,298 100.00

COLOMBIA

00087723 UN-REDD COLOMBIA FAO 1,868,687 1,867,322 1,867,322 100.00

00087723 UN-REDD COLOMBIA UNDP 1,484,489 1,484,489 1,483,742 99.95

00087723 UN-REDD COLOMBIA UNEP 646,824 646,824 646,824 100.00

COLOMBIA TOTAL 4,000,000 3,998,635 3,997,888 99.98

CONGO

00082262 UN-REDD CONGO FAO 1,368,262 1,299,879 1,299,879 100.00

00082262 UN-REDD CONGO UNDP 1,813,188 1,813,188 1,825,358 100.67

00082262 UN-REDD CONGO UNEP 818,550 818,550 818,550 100.00

CONGO TOTAL 4,000,000 3,931,617 3,943,787 100.31
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COUNTRY / PROJECT NO. AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY 

RATE
%

COTE D’IVOIRE

00092165 UN-REDD COTE D’IVOIRE FAO 1,599,650 1,599,650 1,600,987 100.08

00092165 UN-REDD COTE D’IVOIRE UNDP 1,246,550 1,246,550 1,246,562 100.00

00092165 UN-REDD COTE D’IVOIRE UNEP 363,800 363,800 355,645 97.76

COTE D’IVOIRE TOTAL 3,210,000 3,210,000 3,203,195 99.79

ECUADOR

00078169 UN-REDD ECUADOR FAO 1,767,908 1,764,477 1,764,483 100.00

00078169 UN-REDD ECUADOR UNDP 1,457,021 1,447,986 1,447,986 100.00

00078169 UN-REDD ECUADOR UNEP 775,071 773,167 773,167 100.00

ECUADOR TOTAL 4,000,000 3,985,629 3,985,636 100.00

MONGOLIA

00092166 UN-REDD MONGOLIA FAO 1,171,650 1,171,650 1,169,739 99.84

00092166 UN-REDD MONGOLIA UNDP 2,396,800 2,396,800 2,396,598 99.99

00092166 UN-REDD MONGOLIA UNEP 428,000 428,000 423,690 98.99

MONGOLIA TOTAL 3,996,450 3,996,450 3,990,027 99.84

NIGERIA

00080129 UN-REDD NIGERIA FAO 1,130,990 1,130,990 1,131,124 100.01

00080129 UN-REDD NIGERIA UNDP 2,400,350 2,400,350 2,352,353 98.00

00080129 UN-REDD NIGERIA UNEP 468,660 468,660 439,170 93.71

NIGERIA TOTAL 4,000,000 4,000,000 3,922,647 98.07

PANAMA

00073510 UN-REDD PANAMA FAO 2,189,000 2,188,669 2,188,669 100.00

00073510 UN-REDD PANAMA UNDP 2,067,350 2,059,635 2,059,635 100.00

00073510 UN-REDD PANAMA UNEP 1,043,650 1,043,650 975,103 93.43

PANAMA TOTAL 5,300,000 5,291,954 5,223,406 98.70

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

00073984 UN-REDD PNG FAO 4,520,750 4,455,709 4,455,708 100.00

00073984 UN-REDD PNG UNDP 1,707,634 1,707,634 1,707,320 99.98

00073984 UN-REDD PNG UNEP 107,000 107,000 107,000 100.00

PAPUA NEW GUINEA TOTAL 6,335,384 6,270,343 6,270,027 99.99
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COUNTRY / PROJECT NO. AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY  

RATE
%

PARAGUAY

00076664 UN-REDD PARAGUAY FAO 2,190,000 2,189,721 2,189,721 100.00

00076664 UN-REDD PARAGUAY UNDP 1,490,001 1,487,117 1,487,330 100.01

00076664 UN-REDD PARAGUAY UNEP 1,040,000 1,040,000 1,040,000 100.00

PARAGUAY TOTAL 4,720,001 4,716,838 4,717,051 100.00

SRI LANKA

00082263 UN-REDD SRI LANKA FAO 2,578,700 2,569,703 2,569,706 100.00

00082263 UN-REDD SRI LANKA UNDP 979,050 979,050 979,036 100.00

00082263 UN-REDD SRI LANKA UNEP 442,250 442,250 442,250 100.00

SRI LANKA TOTAL 4,000,000 3,991,003 3,990,991 100.00

TANZANIA

00073511 UN-REDD TANZANIA FAO 1,498,000 1,479,705 1,479,705 100.00

00073511 UN-REDD TANZANIA UNDP 2,568,000 2,568,000 2,453,336 95.53

00073511 UN-REDD TANZANIA UNEP 214,000 193,841 193,841 100.00

TANZANIA TOTAL 4,280,000 4,241,546 4,126,882 97.30

UGANDA

00094491 UN-REDD UGANDA FAO 684,800 684,179 684,179 100.00

00094491 UN-REDD UGANDA UNDP 643,070 643,070 596,512 92.76

00094491 UN-REDD UGANDA UNEP 470,800 470,800 461,842 98.10

UGANDA TOTAL 1,798,670 1,798,049 1,742,533 96.91

ZAMBIA

00074834 UN-REDD ZAMBIA FAO 2,180,000 2,140,880 2,140,910 100.00

00074834 UN-REDD ZAMBIA UNDP 1,995,000 1,995,000 2,011,247 100.81

00074834 UN-REDD ZAMBIA UNEP 315,000 311,963 311,963 100.00

ZAMBIA TOTAL 4,490,000 4,447,843 4,464,120 100.37

GLOBAL SUPPORT

00080070 UN-REDD Support to Country Action FAO 48,013,327 47,858,066 47,858,066 100.00

00080070 UN-REDD Support to Country Action UNDP 49,110,168 49,110,168 48,338,660 98.43

00080070 UN-REDD Support to Country Action UNEP 40,583,114 40,583,114 39,559,104 97.48

GLOBAL SUPPORT TOTAL 137,706,609 137,551,348 135,755,830 98.69

GRAND TOTAL 200,514,705 197,683,875 195,584,315 98.94
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TABLE: 2 FINANCIALLY CLOSED PROJECTS, AS OF 31 DECEMBER 2019 (IN US DOLLARS)

COUNTRY / PROJECT NO. AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY  

RATE
%

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC CONGO

00071391 UN-REDD DRC FAO 2,926,450 2,907,355 2,907,355 100.00

00071391 UN-REDD DRC UNDP 3,110,690 3,103,899 3,103,899 100.00

00071391 UN-REDD DRC UNEP 1,346,060 1,130,560 1,130,560 100.00

THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC CONGO TOTAL 7,383,200 7,141,814 7,141,814 100.00

INDONESIA

00073509 UN-REDD INDONESIA FAO 1,498,000 1,391,426 1,391,426 100.00

00073509 UN-REDD INDONESIA UNDP 2,996,000 2,938,677 2,938,677 100.00

00073509 UN-REDD INDONESIA UNEP 1,150,250 1,072,285 1,072,285 100.00

INDONESIA TOTAL 5,644,250 5,402,389 5,402,389 100.00

PHILIPPINES

00076668 UN-REDD PHILIPPINES FAO 315,650 276,176 276,176 100.00

00076668 UN-REDD PHILIPPINES UNDP 162,950 162,950 162,950 100.00

00076668 UN-REDD PHILIPPINES UNEP 21,400 21,400 21,400 100.00

PHILIPPINES TOTAL 500,000 460,526 460,526 100.00

SOLOMON ISLANDS

00076666 UN-REDD SOLOMON ISLANDS UNDP 550,000 489,140 489,140 100.00

SOLOMON ISLANDS TOTAL 550,000 489,140 489,140 100.00

VIET NAM

00072449 UN-REDD VIETNAM FAO 1,690,814 1,673,426 1,673,426 100.00

00072449 UN-REDD VIETNAM UNDP 2,501,128 2,489,254 2,489,254 100.00

00072449 UN-REDD VIETNAM UNEP 192,814 192,375 192,375 100.00

VIET NAM TOTAL 4,384,756 4,355,054 4,355,054 100.00
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COUNTRY / PROJECT NO. AND PROJECT TITLE
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATION

APPROVED
AMOUNT

NET FUNDED
AMOUNT

EXPENDITURE
DELIVERY  

RATE
%

GLOBAL SUPPORT

00070986 UN-REDD International Support FAO 4,358,875 4,344,292 4,344,292 100.00

00070986 UN-REDD International Support UNDP 4,679,302 4,665,011 4,665,011 100.00

00070986 UN-REDD International Support UNEP 6,856,866 6,856,866 6,856,866 100.00

00076111 UN-REDD International Support FAO 3,620,810 3,620,810 3,620,810 100.00

00076111 UN-REDD International Support UNDP 2,530,632 2,530,632 2,530,632 100.00

00076111 UN-REDD International Support UNEP 2,537,142 2,537,142 2,537,142 100.00

GLOBAL SUPPORT TOTAL 24,583,627 24,554,753 24,554,753 100.00

GRAND TOTAL 43,045,833 42,403,676 42,403,676 99.13
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BUILDING BACK BETTER FOR  
PEOPLE AND FORESTS
2020 is a pivotal year for nature and for 
people. The intersecting threats present-
ed by the climate crisis and COVID-19 
present a daunting challenge, as well as 
an unprecedented opportunity to chart a 
new societal course in which humankind 
truly cares for nature. Forest solutions 
are central to both climate and biodiver-
sity, with a key role in accelerating action 
and ambition to address the climate 
crisis and improve rural livelihoods in the 
coming decade. 

COVID-19 is impacting the scale and 
scope of key milestones throughout the 
“Super Year for Nature 2020”. The twen-
ty-sixth session of the Conference of the 
Parties to UNFCCC has been postponed 
until 2021. As such, our structures and 
systems must be sufficiently flexible 
and agile to adapt to a rapidly changing 
global landscape. In this regard, efforts 
will be focused on tracking the impact 
of COVID-19 on key milestones and ad-
justing the objectives that have been set 
for 2020 accordingly. Throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the world has wit-
nessed robust leadership and coopera-

tion at unprecedented speed and scales. 
As we forge ahead, the global collective 
response to COVID-19 provides a pow-
erful example of the kind of commitment 
and investment that is required for cli-
mate and forest solutions in the years 
ahead.

UN-REDD can leverage its unique advo-
cacy role by pushing the forest agenda 
to the fore of global consciousness and 
by tabling evidence and experience that 
scaling up and accelerating action is pos-
sible thanks to a critical mass of partners 
who have the economic and political 
leverage to push through the key mile-
stones to achieve the transformations 
that are needed.

UN-REDD POST-2020
As we turn to the new decade – a de-
cade that is critical for consolidating 
the 2030 Agenda and addressing the 
climate crisis – the urgency of action to 
tackle deforestation remains high on the 
agenda of the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, who has called for scal-
ing up action across the United Nations 
on turning the tide on deforestation. 
In response, UN-REDD, as the United 

Nations flagship programme on forests 
and climate, is committed to significantly 
elevating global ambition with the aim 
of helping countries and stakeholders to 
implement articles 5 and 6 of the Paris 
Agreement, including enhancing NDCs 
and their implementation, and mobilizing 
international finance for forest solutions 
to the climate crisis.
Accordingly, UN-REDD intends to ca-
talyse country delivery of forest solu-
tions, which have the potential to provide 
around 20 per cent of the required 
global climate response, as well as to 
help countries to tap into novel climate 
finance and mobilize commensurate 
REDD+ result-based payments.
In the next decade, UN-REDD will focus 
its efforts on supporting Governments, 
the private sector and other stakeholders 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
enhance removals from forest and land-
use sectors through three interrelated 
approaches: innovation, connection and 
action. 
The Programme will advance global in-
novation around REDD+ implementation 
and financing for forests by operating as 
a “spark hub”, fostering innovative part-
nerships to resolve global demand and 
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supply challenges for REDD+. Learning 
and momentum for action will be accel-
erated by deploying the convening power 
of the United Nations system to create 
connections and bring together politi-
cal leaders, the private sector and civil 
society around forest mitigation solu-
tions. The Programme will also provide 
technical assistance and policy advice 
through a mix of tools and technologies, 
long-term commitments and targeted 
interventions, to catalyse forest action at 
the national and subnational scales.
An agile Programme, adhering to the 
principles of flexibility, scale and speed 
of operations, will need to respond to 
highly complex challenges and changing 
opportunities. A renewed UN-REDD 
will benefit from a focused research and 
development phase prior to commencing 

implementation in 2021. Consequently, 
the Programme is investing in 2020 as 
an inception year for the new phase. Op-
portunities and demand at the country 
and global levels will be mapped and a 
multi-donor resource diversification and 
mobilization strategy will be integral to 
the 2020 inception year.

CONCLUDING REMARKS
With the Secretary-General’s historic 
Climate Action Summit, 2019 marked 
a turning point whereby nature-based 
solutions are now recognized as legiti-
mate and essential climate change mit-
igation measures, necessary to keeping 
global temperature rise below the Paris 
Agreement target of 2 degrees Celsius. It 
is now acknowledged that forests alone 
can provide a massive mitigation po-

tential of over 5 GtCO2eq per year by 
reducing emissions from deforestation 
and forest degradation, and large-scale 
carbon removal through sustainable 
forest management, conservation and 
restoration (REDD+). Further, REDD+ is 
now recognized as an effective climate 
mitigation strategy for NDCs to the 
Paris Agreement, which is especially 
important to increasing the ambition of 
developing countries’ climate commit-
ments. Currently, mitigation measures 
contained in NDCs are inadequate to 
bridge the emissions gap to reach the 
Paris Agreement target by 2030. For a 2 
degree Celsius limit to warming, the total 
emissions gap from current conditional 
NDCs is 13 GtCO2eq by 2030; for a 1.5 
degrees Celsius limit, the gap is 29 Gt-
CO2eq. Strongly increased forest action 
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is therefore a critical measure to remove 
CO2 from the atmosphere, at scale, to 
close the emissions gap prior to 2030. 

The year 2019 also marked the first 
year that country-led forest emissions 
reductions have been effectively recog-
nized for financial rewards, within the 
framework of the UNFCCC and the Paris 
Agreement, including REDD+ payments 
from the GCF. The Fund inaugurated its 
pilot REDD+ payments scheme with 
the approval of the first REDD+ re-
sults-based payments for Brazil, Chile, 
Ecuador and Paraguay. 

Novel carbon market mechanisms, suit-
able for forest solutions, in line with the 
provisions of article 6 of the Paris Agree-
ment, were operationalized in 2019, in-
cluding the adoption of the  
California Tropical Forest Standard and 
the development of the Architecture for 
REDD+ Transactions (ART), with The 
REDD+ Environmental Excellency Stand-
ard (TREES). In view of these develop-
ments and opportunities for forest solu-
tions, UN-REDD is adjusting its strategy 
to better serve countries, financiers and 

in-country stakeholders to participate 
effectively in these novel market mech-
anisms that will unfold during the early 
years of the new decade.
As forest solutions gain political traction, 
coupled with a wider range of emerging 
financial mechanisms that recognize and 
incentivize them, UN-REDD becomes 
more valuable to, and valued by, coun-
tries trying to take action and navigate 
the evolving institutional, technical and 
financial landscape. By leveraging the 
knowledge and technical capacity that 
FAO, UNDP and UNEP have gained over 
a decade of “Delivering as one”, UN-
REDD can effectively help partner coun-
tries to reduce deforestation at scale and 
access financial rewards for the associ-
ated emissions reductions. As REDD+ 
transitions from its proof-of-concept 
stage, in which UN-REDD was an instru-
mental partner, to full-scale implemen-
tation and results-based financing, UN-
REDD is already formulating its strategy 
for the period 2021–2030, which will 
be presented to its governing bodies for 
adoption in 2020.

Bold action must be taken urgently to 
safeguard our forests and avert a cli-
mate disaster. We will only succeed by 
working together: reconnecting peo-
ple and nature to implement the Paris 
Agreement effectively and secure a 
sustainable future for all. UN-REDD will 
continue operating in the vanguard of 
forest solutions, building on and sharing 
widely best practices, fostering innova-
tion and replicating efforts at scale. Its 
strength lies in the complementary skills 
and experience of its three collaborating 
agencies working and delivering as “One 
United Nations”, deploying its team of 
technical experts and policy advisors on 
the ground across the world, offering the 
convening capacity of the United Nations 
that has underpinned the success of UN-
REDD since its inception.

Br
ic

e 
D

el
ag

ne
au

82	 2019 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE UN-REDD PROGRAMME FUND

https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/california-tropical-forest-standard
https://www.artredd.org/trees/
https://www.artredd.org/trees/
https://www.artredd.org/trees/


UN-REDD PROGRAMME 
2021-2025

UN-REDD is the UN knowledge and advisory platform on 
the forest solutions to the climate crisis. It helps its 
65 partner countries to advance the implementation of 
the Paris Agreement, particularly Articles 5 and 6, in order 
to reduce deforestation, promote sustainable land uses, 
advance international cooperative approaches to climate 
mitigation and mobilise climate finance to turn the tide on 
tropical deforestation.

In the 2030 horizon, the UN-REDD goal is to help realise 
forest solutions to the climate emergency by avoiding 
carbon emissions and fostering carbon sequestration. 

In pursuing this international 
goal, UN-REDD will promote 
approaches that ensure the 
environmental integrity of carbon 
emissions reductions while 
supporting non-carbon benefits 
– from safeguarding biodiversity 
to supporting local livelihoods 
and promoting the rights of 
indigenous peoples.

FOREST 
SOLUTIONS 
TO THE 
CLIMATE 
EMERGENCY

As per IPCC report 
and UNEP’s Emissions 
Gap Report, the forest 
potential has been 
estimated in the range 
of 5 GtCO²e per year.
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RESULTS FRAMEWORK 2021-2025

OUTCOME 1. FOREST SOLUTIONS REALISED

Forest-based emission reductions and enhanced removals, of increasing quality 
(accuracy, certainty and permanence), unlocked at a level of 1 GtCO2e per year

1.1. Countries and jurisdictions 
implement REDD+ 
investment plans/
programmes to deliver 
their Nationally Determined 
Contributions (NDCs)

1.2. Forest landscape restoration 
and forest carbon stock 
enhancement accelerated

1.3. Deforestation-free 
commodity supply 

 chains developed

1.4. Countries enabled to 
measure high-quality and 
accurate activity data, 
emission factors, emissions 
and emission reductions 
with policy-relevant 
monitoring systems

1.5. Safeguards addressed, 
respected, monitored and 
reported throughout the 
implementation of 

 REDD+ actions 

• Support transformational cross-sectoral policy design and implementation 
• Promote financing arrangements for scaled up REDD+ action 
• Support design and implementation of integrated land use policies and plans
• Integrate indigenous peoples’ and local community’s development plans into REDD+ programmes
•  Align and leverage REDD+ finance for COVID-19 recovery 
• Integrate and connect REDD policies and actions across geographical scales and ensure integrity 
 of emission reduction accounting

• Scale up investment and action in forest landscape restoration 
• Develop national standards for sustainable and legal forest management 
• Support local income-generating restoration activities for vulnerable groups
• Support the design and implementation of pest and integrated fire management practices

• Reform and align economic incentives to reduce deforestation from commodity value chains
• Provide evidence-based inputs on policy approaches, management and reporting for 
 deforestation-free supply chains 
• Redirect public and private capital to finance deforestation-free commodities 
• Include deforestation-free standards in commodity platforms across multiple scales
• Pilot public-private partnerships in deforestation-free supply chains 

• Ensure accuracy, environmental integrity and overall quality of results
• Provide technical assistance for the continuous improvement of national forest monitoring systems 
• Support development of carbon accounting frameworks, procedures and tools 
• Support resource-efficient solutions for data collection, management and analysis, 
 enhanding accesibility and transparency
• Support generation of policy relevant information and assessments of past actions and policies

• Strengthen policies, procedures and institutional capacities to address and respect safeguards 
• Improve SIS operations to compile, manage and analyse safeguards information
• Ensure a broad range of environmental and social non-carbon benefits
• Mainstream gender across the REDD+ cycles
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OUTCOME 2. FOREST SOLUTIONS REWARDED

Enabling USD 5 bn mobilised for REDD+ from results-based payment (RBP) schemes, carbon 
markets and other transactions under Article 6 of the Paris Agreement

2.1. RBPs accessed for 
measured, reported and 
verified REDD+ results

2.2. Market transactions for 
forest carbon facilitated

2.3. Private-sector forest carbon 
investments mobilised 

• Help countries meet eligibility requirements for, and access to, RBPs from multiple sources 
• Inform the revision of existing, and design of new, scaled-up RBP programmes 
• Provide advice on inclusive and gender-responsive approaches to the equitable use of RBP proceeds
• Establish virtuous cycles of high-quality mitigation results and access to payments

• Help countries meet eligibility requirements of ART-TREES and entry into emerging carbon markets 
• Conduct carbon market readiness assessments and create synergies across carbon finance options 
• Clarify rights related to emission reductions titles
• Provide evidence-based inputs to standard-setting initiatives

• Identify and connect private companies committed to invest in forest-based solutions 
• Stimulate private sector investment in forest-based solutions of high environmental integrity
• Facilitate partnerships between countries and private sector to scale up investment into REDD+

OUTCOME 3. FOREST SOLUTIONS ENHANCED

More than 15 countries enhance significantly the forest component of their Nationally 
Determined Contributions (NDCs) in the 2020-2025 cycle, including quantitative targets

3.1 NDCs mitigation actions 
in the forest and land-
use sectors assessed, 
accelerated and enhanced 
through time

• Facilitate policy coordination and multi-stakeholder dialogues for enhanced forest-related targets
• Scope financing and investment opportunities for the implementation of forest components
• Support expansion of forest and land-use coverage in NDC scope
• Capitalise on synergies between REDD+ finance and enhanced ambition of NDC forest components
• Facilitate stakeholder inclusion in forest and land use aspects of NDC process

OUTCOME 4. CONNECTING ACTORS AND KNOWLEDGE FOR FOREST SOLUTIONS

Forests and REDD+ catalyse a global, transformative Nature-based Solutions (NbS) movement 
to accelerate climate action

4.1. Knowledge on how to scale 
up REDD+ implementation 
is captured, managed and 
disseminated to accelerate 
climate action

4.2. Collective political and 
societal support to NbS 
increased

4.3  Digital cooperation and 
frontier technologies 
deployed to accelerate and 
enhance NbS 

• Produce knowledge and communication products on solutions related to Outcomes 1-3
• Maintain an online repository and collaborative platform as a hub for knowledge management
• Convene South-South, regional and global webinars and knowledge exchange events on REDD+ 
• Service communities of technical practise under Outcomes 1-3 
• Integrate social inclusion and gender equality in knowledge management and communications

• Connect, convene and capacitate global champions and leaders to accelerate ambition on NbS 
• Strengthen the recognition and inclusion of the knowledge of indigenous peoples and youth in NbS 
• Support global and regional NbS networks and initiatives 
• Conduct targeted global and regional public advocacy campaigns to advance NbS 

• Promote frontier technologies and use of big data to support NbS movement
• Support digital cooperation platforms and processes to provide NbS knowledge 
• Facilitate partnerships between NbS networks and technology leaders 
• Identify frontier technology solutions to accelerate systemic change in land management
• Assess barriers to digital cooperation and virtual engagement among marginalised groups 
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TRANSFORMATIONAL APPROACH

INTERVENTION PRINCIPLES

UN-REDD will focus 
its efforts in the 
next decade through 
three inter-related 
approaches:

INNOVATION
Advance global thinking around
climate financing for forests by
operating as a “spark hub”, 
fostering innovative policies, 
partnerships, and approaches to 
REDD+ mechanisms.

SPEED
Greater speed in delivery will be
based on mainstreaming a stepwise 
approach to delivery, a greater 
standarization of products that 
can be deployed more rapidly 
and a more fungible budget 
allocation model, whereby funds 
can be deployed based on 
emerging opportunities.

GOVERNANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS
The Programme will build on the
current decision-making structure,
with possible adjustments to gain
speed and flexibility in operations.
Work plans, country assistance and 
knowledge management will place 
greater emphasis on attaining 
target outcomes, such as 
GtCO2e results and catalysing 
REDD+ finance.

BACKGROUND 
The present strategic 
framework is based on 
more than a decade 
of UN-REDD work and 
lessons on the forest-
climate nexus at global, 
country and community 
levels. It aligns UN-REDD 
to the major international 
development undertak-
ings in the 2020-2030 
decade, when the Paris 
Agreement enters full 
implementation and the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals should be realised.

Executive Board 
(EB) starts 
reflecting on the 
future of UN-
REDD post-2020, 
as the Paris 
Agreement will 
enter into full 
deployment. The 
IPCC confirms 
the critical 
importance of re-
specting the 1.5 
degree limit in 
global warming.

EB discusses op-
tions, UN-REDD 
produces various 
drafts that are 
consulted among 
stakeholders and 
EB members.

The IPPC releases 
a special report 
on climate change 
and land that 
highlights the im-
portance of forest 
solutions. The UN 
holds the Climate 
Action Summit 
and launches the 
Decade on Ecosys-
tem Restoration 
2021-2030, the 
Climate Promise 
and the UNFCCC 
Local Communities 
and Indigenous
Peoples Platform. 

Updated, 
COVID-respon-
sive strategic 
framework 
further refined 
by the EB. UN-
REDD inception 
conducted, 
including 
prospective 
assessments, 
methodological 
approaches, 
inter-institutional 
dialogues and 
portfolio 
development.

The new 
UN-REDD Results 
Framework starts 
implementation, 
in a transition year, 
as countries and 
institutions adapt 
to the COVID-19 
crisis, and the 
2nd round of 
NDCs submission
is due.

CONNECTION
Bring together policy-makers, 
the private sector, indigenous 
peoples and civil society for joint 
forest mitigation, resilience and 
adaptation solutions

FLEXIBILITY
The Programme will regularly scan
horizons for new opportunities for
intervention in additional geo-
graphies and maintain flexibility 
to shift staff and resources to 
those new areas without 
compromising results and impacts 
from existing commitments.

OPERATIONAL 
MODALITIES
The new operational modality 
will focus on attaining the 
indicators of success with added 
flexibility, making work plans, 
country support and stakeholder 
engagement much more result-
oriented. UN-REDD will continue 
to engage in situations that 
require a committed presence for 
an extended period, but will also 
retain enough flexbility to be a 
catalyst for short-term opportuni-
ties. The Programme will 
gain increased political traction 
at country level through the 
UN Resident Coordinator system.

ACTION
Provide technical assistance 
and policy advice to countries 
through a mix of multi-stakeholder 
platforms, knowledge tools, 
digital technologies and starget-
ed interventions.

SCALE
UN-REDD will focus on for-
est-based solutions that are 
commensurate to the climate 
emergency. This means that 
technical assistance, innovation, 
policy advice and knowledge 
management will be planned and 
delivered in ways that are catalytic 
and yield impacts of scale.

RESOURCE 
MANAGEMENT
UN-REDD would have a 
“core budget” to maintain the 
Programme´s institutional 
capacity and technical expertise, 
and a separate “operational 
budget” to finance activities 
and operations. UN-REDD will 
establish interagency teams 
to deliver support services 
and respond to emerging 
opportunities. Different products 
or opportunities will require 
different team compositions.

2018 2019 2020 2021
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Definitions
Allocation
Amount approved by the Steering Com-
mittee for a project/programme.

Approved Project/Programme
A project/programme including budget, 
etc., that is approved by the Steering 
Committee for fund allocation purposes.

Contributor Commitment
Amount(s) committed by a donor to 
a Fund in a signed Standard Adminis-
trative Arrangement/EU contribution 
Agreement with the UNDP Multi-Part-
ner Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office), 
in its capacity as the Administrative 
Agent. A commitment may be paid or 
pending payment.

Contributor Deposit
Cash deposit received by the MPTF 
Office for the Fund from a contributor 
in accordance with a signed Standard 
Administrative Arrangement/EU contri-
bution Agreement.

Delivery Rate
The percentage of funds that have been 
utilized, calculated by comparing expen-
ditures reported by a Participating Orga-
nization against the ‘net funded amount’.

Indirect Support Costs
A general cost that cannot be directly 
related to any particular programme or 
activity of the Participating Organiza-
tions. UNDG policy establishes a fixed 
indirect cost rate of 7% of programma-
ble costs.

Net Funded Amount
Amount transferred to a Participating 
Organization less any refunds trans-
ferred back to the MPTF Office by a 
Participating Organization.

Participating Organization
A UN Organization or other inter-gov-
ernmental Organization that is an 
implementing partner in a Fund, as rep-
resented by signing a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the MPTF 
Office for a particular Fund.

Project Expenditure
The sum of expenses and/or expen-
diture reported by all Participating 
Organizations for a Fund irrespective of 
which basis of accounting each Partic-
ipating Organization follows for donor 
reporting.

Project Financial Closure
A project or programme is considered 
financially closed when all financial 
obligations of an operationally com-
pleted project or programme have been 
settled, and no further financial charges 
may be incurred.

Project Operational Closure
A project or programme is considered 
operationally closed when all program-
matic activities for which Participating 
Organization(s) received funding have 
been completed.

Project Start Date
Date of transfer of first instalment from 
the MPTF Office to the Participating 
Organization.

Total Approved Budget
This represents the cumulative amount 
of allocations approved by the Steering 
Committee.

US Dollar Amount
The financial data in the report is re-
corded in US Dollars and due to round-
ing off of numbers, the totals may not 
add up.
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Abbreviations and Acronyms
AFOLU Agriculture, forestry and other land use
BFIS Bangladesh Forest Information System
BLU Public Service Unit (Badan Layanan Umum)
BRG Peatland Restoration Agency 
BUR Biennial Update Report
CAFI Central African Forest Initiative
CBIT Capacity Building Initiative for Transparency
CBR Community-based REDD+ 
CIFOR Center for International Forestry Research
CNIAF National Center for the Inventory and Management of Forest and Wildlife Resources
CONAF National Forestry Corporation
CONAFOR National Forestry Commission 
CONPES Green Growth Policy Directive
CoP Conference of the Parties
CORSIA Carbon Offsetting and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation
CSO Civil society organizations
DRC Democratic Republic of the Congo
DSP Development Solutions Partnership
EAO Ethnic armed organizations
EIC Environment Information Centre
ENBCC National Strategy on Forests and Climate Change
ENCCRV National Strategy on Climate Change and Vegetation Resources 
FCPF Forest Carbon Partnership Facility
FDA Forestry Development Authority
FIMI International Indigenous Women's Forum 
FINAGRO Fondo para el Financiamiento del Sector Agropecuario 
FIP Forest Investment Program
FLEGT Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade
FMO Dutch Development Bank 
FORMIS Forest Management Information System
FPIC Free, Prior and Informed Consent
FPSA Forest Protection and Sustainable Agriculture
FREL Forest Reference Levels
FRL Forest Reference Levels
FSDC Forest-Sustainable Development Council
GCF Green Climate Fund
GEF Global Environment Facility
GRM Grievance Redress Mechanisms
ICF National Institute of Forest Conservation and Development, Protected Areas and Wildlife
ICIMOD International Centre for Integrated Mountain Development
IDB Inter-American Development Bank
IDH Sustainable Trade Initiative 
IFAD International Fund for Agricultural Development
INGEI National Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
IPLC Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities
IT Information Technology
ITPC International Tropical Peatland Center
JDI Joint Declaration of Intent
LCIP Local Communities and Indigenous Peoples 
LEDS Low emission development strategies
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Abbreviations and Acronyms
LULUCF Land use, land-use change and forestry
MADS Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development
MARD Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
MET Ministry of Environment and Tourism
MGAS Environmental and Social Management Framework
MINAM Ministry of Environment of Peru
MOEF Ministry of Environment and Forestry
MoU Memorandum of understanding
MRV Measuring, reporting and verification
NASA National Aeronautics and Space Administration
NBS Nature-based Solutions
NDC Nationally Determined Contributions
NFI National Forest Inventories
NFMS National Forest Monitoring Systems
NFSDP National Forest Sector Development Programme
NP National Programme
ODA Official development assistance
OF Open Foris
PAM Policies and measures
PANByCC National Action Plan on Forests and Climate Change
PEB Programme Executive Board
PES Payment-for-ecosystem-services
PMU Project Management Unit
RBP Results-based payments
REDD Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation
RIC REDD+ Implementation Centre (Nepal)
SAyDS Ministry of Environment and Sustainable Development (Argentina)
SBSTA Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice
SDG Sustainable Development Goals
SEPAL System for Earth Observation Data Access, Processing and Analysis for Land Monitoring 
SERNANP National Service of Natural Protected Areas (Peru)
SGP Small Grants Programme
SIS Safeguard Information System
SLMS Satellite Land Monitoring Systems
SMM Monitoring and Measuring System 
SNIFFS National Forestry and Wildlife Information System
SNSF National Forest Monitoring System (Democratic Republic of the Congo)
SOI Summaries of information
SUIA Unique System of Environmental Information
TLFF Tropical Landscape Finance Facility
UNCCD United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification
UNDP United Nations Development Programme
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
UNPFII United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
USAID United States Agency for International Development
VGGT Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of Food Security 
WRI World Resources Institute
ZIFLP Zambia Integrated Forest Landscape Project
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UN-REDD Programme Secretariat
International Environment House,
11-13 Chemin des Anémones,
CH-1219 Châtelaine, Geneva, Switzerland

www.unredd.net  
www.un-redd.org

http://www.unredd.net
http://www.un-redd.org

