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	Training on Remote Sensing Application in Forestry and Land Area Change in Sri Lanka


	TRAINING DETAILS (28 TO 31 JanUARY 2014)


Reduction of emission from deforestation and forest degradation is part of the solution to mitigate climate change. It is now clear that in order to constrain the impacts of climate change within limits that society will reasonably be able to tolerate, the global average temperatures must be stabilized within two degrees Celsius. This will be practically impossible to achieve without reducing emissions from the forest sector, in addition to other mitigation actions.
To understand the technical competency in Remote Sensing and GIS applications to achieve the UN-REDD objectives, a gap analysis was conducted through review and interview of several departments and universities. It was found that GIS capabilities are very good but advance remote sensing processing and information generation abilities are lacking. Keeping in mind the importance of requirement for remote sensing application in UN-REDD programme objectives, especially LULUCF sector, a training was organized (28 to 31 January 2014) at the Ministry of Environment and Renewal Energy Auditorium, Government of Sri Lanka, to strengthen the capability of taskforce members and other officers of the respective departments (Forest, Survey, Wildlife and Central Environment Authority, total 30 participants) who are actively involved in data generation and its analysis. Preparation of land area change matrix and its role in development of Activity Data (AD) for next level GHG inventory was explained. QuantumGIS (QGIS), an open source geospatial software, was also demonstrated for Raster and Vector based data generation and analysis. To ensure the active participation all departments were requested to present their data generation and analysis methods. This also helped in identification of gap areas pertaining to Remote Sensing applications.  
This training programme was focused on the complete possible applications of Remote Sensing and GIS to allow Sri Lanka to be REDD ready. Assessment of forest Degradation & Deforestation and its monitoring through near-real time methods using LANDSAT images and following the good practices were explained. Brainstorming presentations were made to outline the maximum possible application of Remote Sensing in Forestry, Ecology, Environment and Wildlife domains to enable the participants to conduct future research and development for improved decision making ability. This training has come out as an additional step towards making Sri Lanka REDD ready.
At the end a training feedbacks were taken and participants acknowledged that this training has improved their knowledge and similar kind of trainings were requested. Separate customized training for Wildlife department is due in 2nd week of March 2014.  
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Upcoming Trainings:
· GHG Inventory
· Preparation of Allometric Equations

· LCCS
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