Teleconference Notes

8 August, 2011
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Thais, Clea, Reem, John E, Rosa, Cheryl
UNDP:  Estelle, Asako, Tim C
FAO:  
UNEP:  Ravi, Julie, Wahida, Thomas
Agenda:
1. FAO updates 
2.1 REDD+ Partnership update

No one from FAO was on the call to present updates.
2. UNDP updates 

· Gaya, Nina, Jen, Tina H are all cuurently on leave

· Re: UNDP's report on the business case for mainstreaming gender and REDD+, the first draft on report is being finalized. There will be a call later today with consultants. And after that round of comments, UNDP will share the draft with UN-REDD colleagues for internal inputs.
· Re: work on anti-corruption, there are two meetings/events planned in Bangkok, both of which will take place in October. First meeting will be an internal UN-REDD planning meeting related to our anti-corruption work. The second meeting will be aimed at raising awareness about our work to national counterparts, civil society etc. Concept note on both meetings will be circulated this week for inputs.

· Re: Stakeholder engagement, UNDP is collaborating with CIFOR, CBD, and IUFRO to dispatch the CPF press release titled 'Including Indigenous Peoples and traditional knowledge in forest management key to REDD+ success'.  It is going to be distributed on 8 August, International Day of the World's Indigenous Peoples.  In the press release, UNDP introduces its activities and principles under the UN-REDD Programme. 

3. UNEP updates 

· Re: Upcoming workshop to Indonesia, it's taking place at end of this week. It's a scoping workshop to come up with a scenario to place forests in a Green Economy context in Kalimantan (Indonesian Borneo), and work with partners to look at a collaborative program of work that might be delivered by this partnership. Representatives from ILO, FAO, WB, donors, Indonesia institutions, WWF, PricewaterhouseCoopers are expected to participate. Pavan Sukhdev will be a key player in this as well. The workshop will be the first such gathering of people with interest in Green Economy and REDD+ in Kalimantan.  No collaboration has happened yet with "Mangroves for the Future" Programme, but UNEP colleagues in the marine branch plan to reach out and make this connection. 
· Re: Mangroves and multiple benefits, in collaboration with GEF, UNEP is fielding a request from DRC and Angola to advance the study of mangroves and REDD+. A regional study is about to begin, looking at the multiple benefits of mangroves. 
· Re: a high-level event in DRC (Kinshasa) in October, before PB7. Exact dates to be confirmed. This event would bring high-level officials together to talk about moving REDD+ toward the investment phase. It would the first in a series of event expected on this topic. 
· Re: Consultation last werek in Nigeria, it focused on reviewing their National Programme, with particular emphasis on testing the document against the UN-REDD's Social and Environmental Principles and Criteria. This resulting in identifying some additions and changes. It was a good exercise and a very productive meeting. 15 participants in total. 
4. Secretariat updates: 

4.1 National Programmes 

· Re: Countries expected to present at PB7, Nigeria is confirmed, and they will submit their Programme again with updates and addressing comments from reviewers before and after PB6. Deadline for PB7documents to be sent to translation is 5 September. Sri Lanka, Republic of Congo and Guatemala have also been invited to present but they will like be informal presentations. Sri Lanka could make it on time, but it's not sure. If not, all three are expected to present at PB8.

· Re: Processing funding transfer requests, PNG and SI's transfer request have already gone out, and this week, so will the Philippines Cambodia, and Paraguay. We're expecting Ecuador's signed document soon as well.
· Re: National Programme guidelines, Programme is working on a document that will incorporate all our general guidelines into one document, which will be available to people working on national programmes. The Secretariat will send out a questionnaire this week, to help shape guidelines. Working with Chris Cosselett as consultant on this doc.

4.2 Global Programme 

· Today is last day before we upload the final GP document and budget to workspace. We've received no comments since it was last sent to the PB. There might be a small editorial amendment from FAO re: monitoring component and terminology, but not substantive changes are expected at this point. So as of tomorrow, GP is approved and adopted and available on workspace.

· Re: Social and Environmental Principles and Criteria (S&E P&C), there was a call last Friday with the IAG, and UNEP, UNDP and FAO colleagues working on the S&E P&C. Purpose of the call was to address some comments from IAG and express their concerns. The call was a tough one. IAG raised some serious, fundamental points. Their main concern was that they did not understand what exactly is the issue that the S&E P&C intends to address. They said it's not clear if this doc is addressing UNFCCC safeguards or is it just guidance for the UN-REDD Programme. They said further inputs and discussion are needed. Another concern is that some safeguards required by Cancun Agreements are not being handled in the document. A final concern expressed was regarding how will the UN-REDD S&E P&C will connect with the FCPF. They suggest that UN-REDD Programme host an event in Panama at UNFCCC meeting to discuss the doc further and seek inputs from stakeholders.  Elspeth, Lera, and Emelyne were on the call. They responded to most issues.
· Moving forward on our S&E P&C, it was decided that the interagency team working on the S&E P&C should come together on a call this week, to decide on next steps, and involve the CG if their strategic guidance is necessary. Team should think about how to balance IAG's concerns with the reality that the S&E P&C cannot be a solution to all problems. We need to be careful about overburdening the S&E P&C.
· Secretariat will send an email to team working on doc to set up a call this week before Thurs this week. Let's have Tim and Ravi and Barney on that call as well. 

4.3 Policy Board 
· All invite letters have been sent to PB members and observers, and Secretariat is already starting to get RSVP back. All venue/hotel information is up on the workspace on the Calendar. 
· Deadline for documents to be sent to translation is 5 September. 

· Re: PB7 agenda, Secretariat will send out an updated version this week for inputs and feedback. 

4.3 Communications and Events 

· Re: August newsletter deadlines,  22 August is the deadline for content; 31 August is when we will distribute the newsletter. We're a little shy on news content this month so suggestions are welcome. 
· Re: Cop17 publication, comms working group is now actively discussing the shape that our COP17 lessons learned publication will take. We should have this decided in the coming week or two. The group is currently reaching out to regional colleagues for their inputs.
· Re: Policy brief series, UNEP's policy brief concept note has now been cleared by FAO and UNDP so that brief can now proceed. UNDP's concept note has been posted and they are now waiting for feedback from FAO, UNEP, and the Secretariat. UNDP is looking to launch theirs in early October.  FAO has yet to submit a concept note for their brief. 
· Re: Events… concept note for full day event on REDD+ at COP17 will be sent out in the next day or two. Reem will also send out a meeting request this week to discuss that along with other event plans from the agencies at COP17  including FD5 etc.
· The request was made that for the next ops call, that each agency do a short debrief on their FD5 learning events plan. 
· Before COP17, we have the Panama meeting. Very important as well as it will set the stage for COP17. No side events are planned but we should coordinate our efforts there, so everyone going to Panama was asked to post their travel plans on the workspace. 
     5. AOB 

· Re: internal review, consultants are working on an inception report which will be done by end of August and shared with the agencies. Consultants will start to travel in September, starting at the Secretariat, then moving to FAO, UNEP, then Washington, then UNDP. Also looking at dates for a country visit for them. 

· Re: MDTF semi-annual report, Secretariat has National Programme reports from Bolivia, Indonesia, Panama and Viet Nam. Still waiting for DRC, Tanzania and Zambia. UNEP is working on DRC and will get it to the Secretariat asap. Wahida will follow up on the others. UNDP has cleared Tanzania's. 
