Teleconference Notes

30 July, 2012
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Thais, Clea, Helena, Rosa, Reem, John Erik, Cheryl
UNDP: Kim, Nicki
FAO: Alberto, Catherine
UNEP: Tim, Julie 
NEW DIAL-IN NUMBER: 1-605-475-6700, code 2250731
Agenda:
1. UNDP updates/upcoming activities 

· Philippines mission on corruption risks has been postponed until third week in September. 

· Agenda and dates are being finalized for a regional forum in LAC on anti-corruption

· There was an interagency internal call on 17 July on information and monitoring, following up from a meeting on this topic that took place after the UN-REDD retreat in early May. The recent call focused on the fundamentals of SIS. Call noted that we can't move forward on SIS until we develop broader strategy on safeguards.
· Reminder: this is the last week for nomination for CSO reps to the PB, this is last week. Good feedback so far with 30 nominations to date. Final result reps will be announced on 10 Sept.
2. UNEP updates/upcoming activities 

· UNEP is working on a topic and structure for their 2nd policy brief on multiple benefits. Draft is being finalized and will be shared for MG approval by end of this week.
· UNEP-WCMC recently launched new report on mapping biodiversity benefits. A write up on this is available in the July newsletter. 
· UNEP is currently engaging with Kenya, on it targeted support request, which will likely include holding a workshop on green economy in November.

· UNEP FI is now working with UNEP on Work Area 6 of the GP. A new consultant (Ian Henessen sp?) will be working full time on this in the coming months.

· Events: UNEP will be participating in IUCN's World Conservation Congress in September in Korea. Some activities will focused on gender with UNEP-WCMC. UNEP will share concept note shortly with the operations group. They also agreed to ensure all dates and activities are reflected in the workspace calendar.
· Late October, Gabriel Labatte will participate in an international media training in Costa Rica (10th International Media forum 30-October to 2nd November). 

3. FAO updates/upcoming activities 

· FAO is looking to send someone to IUCN's event in September as well, likely to focus on legal preparedness work. More information to come on participation. FAO will send concept note to internal group looking at legal preparedness once available.
· Peter Holmgren has already left FAO, and the team is currently making adjustments to cover off UN-REDD work. 
· FAO has received a request from the Brazilian Government for more MRV training courses in LAC. More information to follow. FAO looking to do this toward end of September.
4. Secretariat updates/upcoming activities: 

4.1 National Programmes 

· We have requested the board to invite Colombia to present a NP at PB9. Colombia will likely not have a formal submission ready in time, but will at least make an informal presentation at PB9.
· Deadline to finalize Nigeria's NP has been extended until 30 August. Secretariat has seen an advance draft that appears to have addressed all comment received during and after PB7. 
· NP semi-annual reports are due 3 September. Initial request went out in June with revised template in three languages.  Consolidated report will be much shorter, with just main trends. 

· Re: negative IP letter in Panama, a short acknowledge was sent two weeks ago and a longer reply, with point by point responses to the criticism will go out this week from the RC and ANAM. Secretariat and Nina have been consulting on this response.

· UN-REDD's phase two proposal to Viet Nam continues to be worked on internally. Group is aiming to have it finalized by September.

4.2 Global Programme 

· Semi annual reports from GP are due by 10 August.
· Working group for planning (which is a sub-group of the Global Programme Working Group) had its first call. They are now working on how to plan and better communicate the GP budget. This group is also looking at which monitoring tools should be use. Group will meet when needed.

· For targeted support, process for tracking this is now much clearer. For those requests that come from countries with UN-REDD NPs, the NP working group will deal with the request (ie Zambia) to ensure no duplication with current NP activities.
· A joint internal meeting will take place 11-13 September in Geneva, to decide on GP work plan and budget for 2013 and 2014.
· CNA final report has gone back to agencies for inputs. The PB CNA working group meets tomorrow afternoon, so agency inputs are urgently needed before this call.

4.3 Policy Board 

· PB9 dates are now confirmed in the workspace calendar: PB9 will take place 26-27 October. Preparatory meetings will happen on 25 October with info session on Tier Two. 24 October is field visit hosted by R of C. 23 October is orientation session on UN-REDD Programme for new members.

· Draft agenda will be presented to MG this week for their first round of edits

· Secretariat has already begun liaising with Government of R of C on logistics

· Deadline for PB documents for translation will be 17 September (this is also reflected in the workspace calendar). Documents will be made available to PB member on 12 October.

4.4 REDD+ Partnership 

· Next Partnership meetings is in Bangkok on 6-7 September, following UNFCCC meetings

· Main agenda item for this meeting is to discuss future of Partnership beyond 2012. They will also discuss future and next steps of the voluntary REDD+ database.

· There will not be a workshop on substantial work area this time. 

4.5 Corporate communications and events 
· Corporate External Comms Strategy 2012-2015 was endorsed by MG two weeks ago. The final version of the Strategy, including key messages, target audiences, and communications and events outputs/plans is now available on the workpace: http://www.unredd.net/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=7924&Itemid=53. 

· New Fast-Facts flyer and Event flyer template is now available in three languages on the workspace: http://www.unredd.net/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=2486&Itemid=53
· Redesigned/restructured website will go live 13 August. Thanks to everyone for their inputs over the past couple of months.
· Moving ahead with our 2nd regional lessons learned booklet, this time focusing on Africa. Aiming to launch that at COFO and PB9. Current version is back with the writing teams for a final round of edits. Final version will go to the MG for approval mid August. We will aim to launch the 3rd and final booklet in the series, focusing on LAC, at COP18 end of November.
· New webmaster from August-December: Linda Mumoki leaves for maternity leave as of 20 August. Her replacement is also Nairobi based, web consultant Sally Mkok, who will be with us until 7 December.

· August newsletter goes out on Wed, 15 August. Deadline for content submissions is Monday, 6 August. 
· UN-REDD side event at COFO will likely happen on 26 September. Topic submitted was on SIS, but this focus might change depending on how high-level the event becomes. 
· COP18: Preliminary plans to submit for a side event and booth space. Secretariat will reach out to the Comms and Events working group on this as deadlines emerge.
5. AOB

· No other business was raised.
