Teleconference Notes

27 August, 2012
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Clea, Helena, Wahida, Onye, Cheryl
UNDP: Estelle, Kim, Silje, Nicki
FAO: Maria, Adam
UNEP: Julie
1. UNDP updates/upcoming activities 

· Several events related to anti-corruption work through UN-REDD Targeted Support (TS)set to take place in the coming months, especially in Philippines, DRC and Peru, where Estelle will travel to extensively throughout the fall. 
· UNDP is in process of recruiting a consultant for gender screening of the UN-REDD Programme. Regional gender work is also slated to take place this fall, with a workshop in September in Asia-Pacific.
· Internal UN-REDD coordination group on safeguards has produced a concept note to be presented to the MG this week. This note proposes a structure for the Programme's work on safeguards.

· UNDP is currently doing some outreach to ensure UN-REDD MRV work is consistent with the broader work being done on NAMA. There will be a NAMA meeting in October, and Kim will present on MRV issues.

· Budget revision is a bit delayed… UNDP is aiming to send their inputs to the Secretariat tomorrow.

· Tim Boyle is organizing a dialogue with IPs on REDD in Bangkok at UNFCCC (31 August). Clea will participate as well.

2. UNEP updates/upcoming activities 

· UNEP has received clearance from FAO and UNDP on its second Policy Brief topic on multiple benefits, which is currently being written. UNEP aims to launch the brief at the REDD+ Day at CBD COP11.
· UNEP is working with Global Canopy Programme on their next publication called the "Little Forest Finance Book", also set to be launched at CBD COP11.
· UNEP has recently released a P5 vacancy for Indonesia

· UNEP is beginning to engage with Argentina on their TS request. Clea asked Julie to send Argentina's final proposal, as the Secretariat only has the original request sent by Argentina.
· At a signing event in Abuja tomorrow, Nigeria is expected to sign its NP document, advancing the country into implementation.

· Thomas S in Brazzaville this week, on matters related to Republic of Congo's NP, and also liaising with Reem who is there coordinating logistics for PB9. 
· At UNFCCC Bangkok meeting, UNEP FI will do a private sector REDD+ finance event on 7 September, which will explore the topic of bridging the gap between REDD+ experts and the private sector.
3. FAO updates/upcoming activities 

· Emelyne was recently in Ecuador to support their PGA workshop.
· FAO is aiming to send their GP budget revisions to the Secretariat by COB tomorrow.

· At the beginning of September, FAO will attend a conference in Viet Nam, on agriculture and climate change, where Viet Nam will present on REDD. 

· Re COFO: there will be a UN-REDD side event on legal preparedness (UNDP is collaborating on this), and UN-REDD will partner with another side event with Paraguay 

· FAO is preparing a workshop 5-6 November on greenhouse gas software in Rome. Let Adam know if you would like more information or wish to attend.

· FAO is organizing missions to AP (PNG in particular), to speed up some activities of the Programme there.

· FAO is currently working on TS requests from Ivory Coast, Bangladesh and Costa Rica. In the case of Costa Rica, UNEP will liaise with FAO on this work. 
· FAO is organizing a mission to Panama in October.
· FAO issued a reminder to agencies to review and send inputs asap to the revised version of the Programme's MRV document.  The deadline has already passed on the latest round of inputs.
Secretariat issued a friendly reminder to all colleagues to post all events in the workspace calendar so that we are all aware of what's coming up in the fall. 

4. Secretariat updates/upcoming activities: 

4.1 National Programmes 

· In the last month, Argentina sent a message to the PB, asking to delay the invitation to Colombia to submit an NP at PB9. Secretariat will respond to Argentina and the PB by the end of this week, inviting Argentina to share their concerns about an NP in Colombia when it is discussed at PB9, but requesting that Colombia stay on the PB9 agenda. 
· Lasts week, Panama sent a long response to the COONAPIP complaint related to stakeholder engagement in Panama's NP. This response was circulated to all recipients of the original complaint letter. And the Secretariat will send to others who have requested it.

· Report on mission to Bolivia has been circulated and will be included as a PB9 document. 

· Secretariat is currently trying to track down the revised version of PNG progress report before PB9. 
· Republic of Congo and Sri Lanka are working to finalize their NPs in the coming two months, and will report progress at PB9.
4.2 Global Programme 

· The current focus is on finalizing the GP workplan and budget for 2013-2014. The GPWG will hold a video conference on 4 Sept between 11-1 pm to advance this work. Also on 12-14 Sept there will be a face-to-face meeting in Geneva of the GPWG to review proposed budgets and workplan, and have more strategic discussions. 

· On 13 Sept, there will be a video conference with the FMT, to discuss the latest version of the country needs assessment, and to work out a joint response to it. 
· Re: Governance work, there is a preliminary plan to have a joint workshop in Brazzaville on 23 October with FCPF. Tina H and Emelyne are involved.

· Re: TS, Kenya and Suriname have requested TS, and official replies will go out this week: Secretariat will reply to Kenya and UNDP to Suriname, because Kenya's request is multi-agency, whereas Suriname's request is for UNDP only.
4.3 Policy Board 
· Reem is in Brazzaville this week for a site inspection, and setting up logistical arrangements for PB9.
· Re: agenda, the latest version has been sent to MG for approval, and then it needs to go to SG for approval.
· PB9 Invitations will be sent out in a couple of weeks, once contact information has been properly updated. 
4.4 REDD+ Partnership 
· The next Partnership meeting will take place 6-7 Sept at the Four Seasons Hotel in Bangkok.
· Clea and Thais will be there, as well as Clea

· UN-REDD Country focal points will be there so let Wahida know if there is anything you'd like to share or communicate with them.
· As well as UNEP FI side event mentioned by UNEP, Norway, Canada and UK to launch study on drivers of deforestation in a side event on the margins of the Partnership meeting.

4.5 Corporate communications and events 
· The revamped global website is now live. Special thanks to Linda Mumoki (now on maternity leave until December) for all her hard work on that. Still catching a few glitches and things to correct. If you see any needed, please email Cheryl and the new web consultant Sally Mkok (Sally.Mkok@unep.org). 
· Thanks to UNEP for their MG endorsement of our Africa Lessons Learned booklet. Still need to hear from MG members at FAO and UNDP by tomorrow in order to have the booklet ready for launch at COFO during the UN-REDD side event. 
· UN-REDD side event at COFO is scheduled for Tuesday, 25 September 12:30-14:00, in the Iran room at FAO HQ. New concept note has been circulated, focusing on success stories. Secretariat has received comments from all three agencies. UNEP and FAO have endorsed the overall concept with some edits/inputs. UNDP has some concerns with the proposal which will need to be addressed asap in order to move forward. 

· September newsletter will go out 19 September. Deadline for content submissions is Monday, 10 September. 
· Re: UN-REDD guidance on disclosure, UNEP's legal team has cleared it. Still waiting for clearance from FAO and UNDP.

· Re: Vacancies, please send Cheryl and Sally any vacancies you would like posted on the workspace and website.
· Policy Briefs updates:  FAO's Policy Brief concept has now been approved by UNEP and UNDP. FAO is still working towards launching that at COFO, if possible. UNEP's policy brief has now been cleared by UNDP and FAO, and they are aiming to launch that at CBD COP11. 
· Success stories series: UNDP has shared their first two topics. Reminder to UNEP and FAO to share their topics with the CEWG asap, to avoid any duplication.
· Re: KM Action team: UNDP has nominated Denise Martinez and UNEP has nominated Isabelle Pierrard. Secretariat is still waiting for UNDP's nomination, before it can start coordinating the work of this group. 
5. AOB

· No other business was raised.
