Teleconference Notes

25 October, 2010

+1 213 289 5450 Code: 283366
Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Clea, Linda R, Onye, Reem, John Erik, Paida, Cheryl
UNDP: Estelle, Charles, Gaza, Nina, Tim C
UNEP: Julie
FAO:  Alberto
Agenda

1. Policy Board 5 (Yemi & Reem)

· 86 participants are registered to-date
· Reem will send schedule in the coming days of side meetings, participants list, etc

· Welcoming reception will happen after first day of meeting at the IMF building (4 Nov)
· Secretariat will send one-time observer requests (five- IUCN, Interpol, Finland, Peru and Chile) to the co-chairs in the coming day or two
· Independent advisory group just confirmed they will present at PB5. They will take one of the two lunch spots on 4 or 5 Nov, tbc.

2. National Programmes update (Clea)
· Secretariat is up-to-date with submission forms. Last of translated forms are being posted today on the website and workspace.

· National Programmes Working group call couldn't happen last week. Clea is looking to have this on Thurs to review PB5 presentations and other pending issues. Members are asked to confirm with her asap.
· Secretariat has written to Kevin and Fede from PNG to confirm who is presenting for PNG but we have not heard back. Will try again in the coming day or two.  
· We have not gotten confirmations of any representatives attending PB5 from Tanzania, PNG or Philippines. We are reaching out to urgently get this confirmed.

· On 3 Nov in Washington, Clea will dedicate time to work with countries on their presentations.
3. Report from Nigeria mission (Julie)
· Full week mission
· Josef UNDP, Edward FAO, Julie from UNEP represented the agencies in Nigerai.

· Mission was Very well organized and went very well. 
· Started in the field, at Cross River state 

· Federal and state level forestry participated in the mission the whole time

· Met with governors and villagers. We really saw commitment to REDD+, from the federal to local level.

· Observed potential for moving quickly and efficiently to move forward on REDD+ in Nigeria.
· Media reps were there the whole time, covering the mission. Good exposure
· Nigeria is really looking forward to presenting at PB5

· Nigeria is also planning side events in Cancun at COP16 on their REDD+ progress and activities 
· Strong political commitment to REDD+ seems to be there
4. Secretariat budget update (Yemi & Onye)
· Secretariat is working on a two-year budget for the Secretariat, to help us to align the GP budget and Secretariat budget, so that both are in sync with calendar months.
· This draft budget, which will be sent to the agencies this week, will include details that won't be included in the final version presented to PB inter-sessionally. Figures will be explained, etc.
· This will be put forward to PB for inter-sessional decision in December.

· At PB5, on day two during the GP presentation, PB will be given the heads up that this is forthcoming in December. 
Question about Swiss funding:

· Swiss reps in Tianjin said they want to contribute to the UN-REDD Secretariat—how would their contribution be factored into this budget?

· Secretariat has followed up with Switzerland, since Tianjin, and it turns out there was a bit of confusion. They in fact want to contribute to the REDD+ Partnership, through UN-REDD, ie/ by seconding someone to the UN-REDD Secretariat to support the REDD+ Partnership. 

5. Communications update (Cheryl- 5 mins)

a. October newsletter is on track to be distributed this Wednesday. Nice full edition. Thanks to everyone for their contributions this month.
b. The Joint UN-REDD/FCPF/FIP pamphlet is now finalized in three languages, and has been sent to the printers. This will be distributed during our meetings next week in Washington. High-res PDFs will also be uploaded shortly to the workspace so that agencies can do their own printing, as per their needs moving forward.
c. Content for our COP16 publication "Perspectives on REDD+" will need to be finalized this week, so that layout and translation can begin. Everyone is asked to submit final versions by COB Wednesday.
6. AOB
· FAO will soon be sharing the participants list for the land tenure meeting and UN-REDD/Chatham House meeting happening in Rome in November.
· Confirmation that Alex Mueller from FAO is available to speak at the joint meeting on 6 Nov. 
· REDD+ Hours went really well in Nagoya. Provoked great discussion. More on this from Ravi and Niklas on the next call.
· Ravi is now back in Nairobi this week. Either he or Julie will be able to participate in the National Programme working group call on Thurs.
Re: Addition to membership and permanent observers: 
· Currently we have GEF, MDTF, UNFCCC, FCPF. The thinking is we should probably add FIP.

· UNESCO has also requested to become a permanent observer. 
· Should we bring this up at this PB? At least with FIP?
· Guidance sought… how do we proceed on this subject. Who should be allowed to become permanent observers to our PB?
· Suggestion that maybe we have one "World Bank" rep to represent both FCPF and FIP
· Caution was expressed that permanent observers have all the rights except in consensus assessment situations. If we are too liberal, it devalues the current seats.

· Suggestion was that orgs like IUCN and UNESCO not be offered permanent observer status.

· If one of these groups asks for this consideration during PB5, the suggestion was to advise the co-chairs to refer the request to another meeting, since it's not on the agenda for PB5. We'll consider it but not to be done here.

· Interpol has requested to observe PB5, sponsored by Global Witness. GW pushed to have them there. Our rules of procedure state that their request must be sent to PB for consideration so we will do this.

· Secretariat needs contact info for Peru to follow up with their request to observe. UNDP agreed to liaise with Verle's office to track down this information.
