Teleconference Notes

23 April, 2012
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Yemi, Thais, Clea, Onye, Reem, John Erik, Cheryl
UNDP: Nina, Tina H, Leo, Kimberly
FAO: Adam, Emelyne 
UNEP:  Julie
Dial-in number: 1 213 406 8520 Code 2250731

Agenda:
1. FAO updates/upcoming activities 

· Alberto is in Tanzania this week, meeting with IP groups in Africa on REDD+ and informing them of FAO's environmental safeguards. It could not be confirmed on the call if the agencies had reach out to each other to coordinate activities and messaging in Tanzania, as UNDP and UNEP are there as well this week. Tiina is in NYC in preparation meetings for Rio+20. 
· Re: FAO's MRV training courses, FAO will take the opportunity at the UN-REDD retreat to reach out for feedback on what has been developed so far. Adam at FAO also requests that colleagues sent him any MRV materials or curricula to feed into that process. Course for the moment is sticking to a regional and global approach, and bringing groups of countries together to share experiences. The plan is to also take into account what comes out of country needs assessment. FAO is also reaching out to the CD-REDD group, to look at possible collaborations with their training work. 

· Re: legal preparedness work, FAO is developing another paper on the topic, leveraging and expanding the work done in the legal preparedness studies launched at COP17 looking at Zambia, Mexico and Viet Nam. The new paper will look at cross-cutting legal issues involved in REDD+ implementation, and options to address those issues. In 2012, goals are to develop this new paper, to hold a workshop at COFO in September, and review climate change laws in 9-10 countries. Next year, aim is to support countries directly in drafting laws, upon formal requests.

2. UNDP updates/upcoming activities 

· UNPFII is happening 7-18 May in NYC, and UN-REDD will hosts an event on 15 or 16 May to present an update on our FPIC guidelines, and will give a report on the recent FPIC workshop in Bogor, in which 12 countries exchanged lessons and experiences on FPIC. A lessons learned publication from the workshop in Bogor will also be launched at UNPFII UN-REDD side event.
· Recruitment of stakeholder engagement consultants in the regions is happening, and the aim is to have them on board by the end of May.

· Gaya in Tanzania this week for the FCPF FPIC Africa dialogue.
· Re: recent PGA workshop in Bogor, the workshop went quite well and achieved its objectives. 55 participants attended from PGA pilots but also from other countries interested in the PGA approach, including Paraguay, Sri Lanka and PNG. Objective was to establish a PGA community of practice to share lessons learned. 

· Re: Viet Nam's kick off for their national approach to safeguards, a similar thing is coming up in Tanzania in the next month. 

· Re: Clarification of how targeted support is working, the Secretariat clarified that requests should be sent to Secretariat, which would in turn liaise with the agencies for a decision. If countries are looking for support with ie/ SEPC, they should write the Secretariat and it will liaise with the agencies to process the request.

· Re: compiling an overview of what countries are doing so far on safeguards, plan is to meet on this topic at the end of the retreat in Rome. Leo is preparing a sort of case study document to feed into that discussion.

· FYI- Estelle and Josep are in Zambia this week attending an anti-corruption and REDD+ workshop

3. UNEP updates/upcoming activities 

· Re: SEPC and Bert, UNEP-WCMC will run a meeting on this on the Friday after the UN-REDD retreat. Also, on 1 May, at CBD SBSTTA in Montreal, presenting on behalf of the SEPC team.
· Nigeria is in the process of finalizing their workplan and budget. Thanks to Clea for her support. 

· As of 2 July, Tim Christopher will join UNEP, taking over Ravi's position.

· Re: Rio+20, UNEP has developed a concept not for a side event in the CBD pavilion, which would present UN-REDD as model for Delivering as One. This idea is to be discussed this week on the CG call.

· UNEP requested that the Global Programme working group start meeting again on a regular basis to discuss a variety of issues, including targeted support 

4. Secretariat updates/upcoming activities: 

4.1 UN-REDD retreat in Rome 

· Happening outside Rome 8-10 May. It will end after lunch on 10 May. Retreat working group has put together a draft agenda which will be shared with retreat participants in the coming day or two, along with an information note and suggested reading list. The retreat will be facilitated by Meridian Institute.

· Venue (Hotel Castel Vecchio) and meeting rooms have been procured, with help from FAO.

· Final list of participants is done. Looking at about 50 participants (15 from UNDP, 15 from FAO, 12 from UNEP, one from MPTF, and 8 from Secretariat).

· Facilitator will reach out and survey about 1/3 of participants in advance of the retreat, with open questions to help inform the retreat. 
4.2 National Programmes 

· There are a few NP related intersessional decisions coming up. The Secretariat is looking at around 8 May to send something out to the PB regarding Nigeria's request for extension to sign their NP; and new requests to join the Programme (from Uganda and Malaysia). 
· Still waiting for clearance from UNEP and FAO on the finalized NP handbook. 
· Re: the PB working group to support national programming efforts, the group will have a teleconference on 7 May. 

· Re: Mission to Bolivia, Secretariat is consulting with the government. Potential dates are looking like the first week of June. Secretariat is working with regional colleagues on a TOR for the mission.
4.3 Global Programme 

· Re: countries needs assessment, countries have now received the survey and guidance to respond. Many are working on the questionnaire now. The consultants have started visits to the six selected countries for indepth assessment (Tanzania, DRC, PNG, Cambodia, Ecuador and Colombia (TBD)), starting in Africa, then to AP, and ending in LAC in early May. Expectation to have draft report by mid-May. Final results will be presented at a workshop on 26 June in Colombia at FCPF PC meeting.
· Re: GP working group, regular teleconference calls will begin again, mostly to coordinate the various decisions of the PB. 
· On 14 May, Helena Erikson from FAO will join the Secretariat (replacing Linda Rosengren's former position) to assist the coordination of the GP. 

4.4 REDD+ Partnership 

· REDD+ Partnership will meeting on the 11 and 13 of May, in the margins of UNFCCC conference in Bonn. On 11th, Partnership meeting will discuss its achievements to date and the future of the REDD+ Partnership ie/ whether or not it should continue beyond 2012. The workshop on 13 May will look at drivers of deforestation. Partnership is planning to invite FAO to make presentation on the FRA. And UN-REDD might present on how it is supporting countries to reduce deforestation. FAO requested more information asap to choose a speaker and make arrangements. 
· New co-chairs (USA and Costa Rica) take over in July and are looking at having their first meeting at the FCPF meeting 1-2 July in Colombia.
· Secretariat is still seeking feedback from the agencies (especially from UNDP) on the draft report on activities of the REDD+ Partnership due to the MPTF. Secretariat asked reps on the operations call to reach out to colleagues to send feedback to the Secretariat. 
4.5 Policy Board 

· Final report is now ready in 3 languages to be sent to the PB for approval. Secretariat is waiting for clarification on one issue before COB today.
· Re: PB review, TORs have been draft and circulated to the PB working group, before it's circulated to rest of the PB. Looking for consultants who know the UN system, and governance, so please send names/suggestions to the Secretariat if you have some. 
· Upcoming intersessional decision email will go out shortly including a few NP items and the Secret budget.

4.3 Corporate communications and events 

· Comms and events working group will have a teleconference call on Monday, 30 April to advance from projects, including the Africa and LAC lessons learned booklet.
· Deadline for content submissions to the May newsletter is Monday, 14 May. 

· Re: UN-REDD side event at Rio+20, Secretariat is putting an info note together for CG, on what if anything we will do at Rio+20, taking into consideration UNEP's concept note regarding a "delivering as one" idea. 
· Just today, FAO offered up a possible side event slot at SBSTA in Bonn, given they will likely not use it. Given the retreat and joint CG-SDG logistics, the Secretariat will likely not be able to lead this one. UNEP has circulated this idea internally and will get back to FAO if they can take advantage of the opportunity. 
5. AOB

· Next Tues, 1 May is a holiday in Nairobi.

