Teleconference Notes

18 April, 2011
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Onye, Reem, John E, Cheryl, Linda R
UNDP: Asako, Gaya, Estelle, Nina, Charles
FAO: Jose Antonio Prado, Alberto
UNEP: Ravi
+1 213-342-3050 code: 283366

Agenda:

1. FAO updates 

· Peter is in Geneva for other meetings and will stop by the Secretariat tomorrow afternoon.
2. UNDP updates 

· No updates to report
3. UNEP updates 

· UNEP was only able to join the last 10 minutes of the call
4. Secretariat updates: 

4.1 National Programmes 

Deadline for revisions to NPs presented at PB5 is 5 May. Secretariat has given the green light to Paraguay and Cambodia to processing signatures for NPs. PNG's NP is still up for comments… deadline for comments to PNG's NP revisions is tomorrow. We have not received any comments to date, which is a good sign. Next steps with PNG will be to green light their NP, for them to proceed with the process of getting signatures. 
The following countries have expressed interest in joining the Programme as new partner countries: Ivory Coast, Cameroon, Mongolia, Pakistan, Chile, Ethiopia, Morocco, Suriname, Togo. Mongolis has already been getting Tier 2 support, so in that case, the application would be to formalize the already-existing partnership. Zimbabwe and Equatorial New Guinea have also expressed interest in joining. Once we receive formal requests, we will submit to PB for intersessional decision. Hoping that it will not generate too many expectations, but the new partner country form is very clear that funding is subject to a prioritization process. 

One of the issues with all these new partner countries will be how to manage information on all of them on the workspace. It's already a struggle with 29 partners. There will be challenges but we will need to find ways of meeting these challenges. 

It was raise that it would be useful to get these new partners waiting for funding to help with resource mobilization, by urging them to reach out in their bilateral discussions, to raise that they are now part of the Programme, to persuade donor countries to give.  

Re: Criteria for new national programmes. The working group is aiming to meet in Geneva on 19 May to finalize the criteria and propose a list of countries who should be next in line to receive funding. 
4.2 Global Programme 

Linda R is back from a two month sick leave due to knee surgery, but she will be leaving the UN-REDD Programme in three weeks, since she's accepted a position with Flora and Fauna International in South-East Asia. 

Re: the GP framework document, we've received comments from Denmark, Indonesia, Norway, Spain, PNG and DRC. Global Witness, UNFCCC. They are robust, substantial comments, in some cases harsh but Tiina is confident we can address these. PNG-DRC has asked for a US$14 million reduction in the budget. Good sign that our member countries are committed and caring to take the time. 
Re: themes in the comments, more analysis is needed but PNG and Norway's comments are quite similar, and UNFCCC comments are related as well. We need to better articulate the link between global and national level activities. Need more references to the UNFCCC process, showing support to that process. 

All of us have a lot of work to review these comments and see what can be taken on board. Secretariat will do some analysis and bring some order to the comments. A planning meeting has been scheduled in Rome 5-6 May to finalize the document. Two to three people from each agency are confirmed. Charles will get back to the group on whether or not he can make it. Deadline for comments on the GP framework document was last Friday.  Alexander Mueller has offered to liaise with countries to clarify things.

FYI- Deadline for comments to the full PB report is tomorrow.

4.3 Communications and Events 

Re: Side event in Bonn in June: On Friday, we applied for a side event on 8 June and a booth from 6-11 June. The side event topic title we submitted is: Progress on REDD+ safeguards and reference levels. At this substa session, those will be the main topics of discussion, so side events working group felt that focus will be the best way to showcase work being done in our Programme. FCPF has expressed strong interest in participating in this side event. Group felt that in principle, this would be a good idea to have them participate, but there's concern that the event might get too overloaded with information.
Vineyard dedication: Every year, a vineyard in Geneva dedicates their harvest and operations to an international organization and this year, they have chosen to make that dedication to the UN-REDD Programme. Ceremony will take place in mid-June. All from the Programme as welcome to attend.
Re: Knowledge-sharing exchange between Viet Nam and Mexico and Ecuador: Viet Nam recently made two visits: one to Mexico, and one to Ecuador, to meet with REDD and UN-RED focal points to share lessons and experiences. Patrick Van Laake will produce a report, capturing what lessons emerged in these two exchanges that other partner countries can benefit from. Video footage was also taken and there will be a newsletter article on these exchanges in next month's newsletter. Initial feedback from both exchanges (which included field visits) is that they both went well and were quite valuable.
Reminders: 

· March-April issue of newsletter will be going out this Wednesday

· A reminder to take 5-6 minutes and partipicate in the internal comms survey that is posted in the workspace: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/STRRSMB
The result will help to inform the development of our communications strategy. The comms working group is still planning a face-to-face meeting the first week of May (4-5 May) to develop our longer-term communications strategy.  
4.4 REDD+ Partnership 

· Partnership just had a very successful meeting in Bangkok. Key topics discussed were the development of the voluntary REDD+ database and the gap analysis. Over 30 countries commented on each. Brief report on this meeting will be ready this week and Tiina will share when ready.
5. AOB 

· FAO will let the group know asap what the decision will be in reaction to the letter we recently received from Kevin Conrad and Vincent Kasulu on the meeting on REDD+ governance. 

· FAO has offered to help with bookings for GP meeting in May. 

· Nina and Gaya are liaising with Reem on a possible UN-REDD side Event at the Permanent forum on Indigenous issues in NYC at the end of May. Idea would be to present draft guidance on FPIC. TBC.

· Charles expressed his happiness to be back in touch with everyone, and everyone expressed their happiness and having him back. 
