Teleconference Notes

1 October, 2012
Attendance:

Secretariat:  Thais, Clea, Cheryl
UNDP: Nina, Nicki, Gaya  
FAO: 

UNEP: Tim, Julie
1. UNEP updates/upcoming activities
· CDB COP11 starts next week, and UNEP is gearing up to lead  REDD+ Day on 16 Oct. The concept note for this event was circulated for inputs and finalized in August via the CEWG. Also, UN-REDD will be partnering with Viet Nam for a side event on biodiversity safeguards. UNEP is still aiming to launch their second UN-REDD Policy Brief at CBD COP11, if it can be finalized in time.
· UNEP will lead a TS workshop 10-12 Oct in Bhutan on safeguards for REDD+

· 5-7 November, UNEP will lead a TS workshop on green economy in Kenya, where a report will be launched on the socio economic role of forests.
· Sometime in November or December, UNEP-RISOE, will launch a publication on forests and REDD+ project financing 

· On 14-15 November, WCMC will host a multiple benefits workshop in Cambridge; invitations for nominations have already gone out to UN-REDD colleagues and partner countries. 

· Nigeria's inception workshop is scheduled to happen the w/o 29 Oct, after PB9.
2. UNDP updates/upcoming activities 

· UNDP continues the process of hiring SE consultants for the 3 regions. The AP SE consultant is already onboard. The SE consultant for Africa is expected to be onboard by 15 October, based in Nairobi. The interview process continues for the SE consultant for LAC.

· UNDP is planning a more indepth training for all the new IP and CSO reps to the PB, in the days leading up to PB9. One extra day of training is planned to ensure they have all info they need. UNDP is working with the Secretariat through Reem on this. 
· UN-REDD has participated in several IP dialogues over the past few months:  in the FCPF regional dialogues in April in Africa; followed by the FCPF regional dialogue in LAC; and the FCPF dialogue last week in AP. These FCPF dialogues have largely focused on safeguards and UNDP's role as delivery partner to FCPF. UN-REDD also hosted an IP dialogue in Bangkok on the margins of the recent UNFCCC meetings there. There is a newsletter article on this dialogue in the Sept issue of the UN-REDD newsletter. 
· UNDP policy brief topic has been approved by UNEP and FAO with comments. UNDP is now writing that, with the goal of submitting it to the Secretariat for editing in mid October, and launching it at COP18.
3. FAO updates/upcoming activities 

· No one on the call
4. Secretariat updates/upcoming activities: 

4.1 National Programmes 

· NPs in DRC, Viet Nam and Indonesia are "operationally closing" (this is the correct term to use) this fall. They are all expected to present at reports at PB9.
· Country panel participants are still being decided for PB9. 
· Two intersessional decisions related to NP are slated to go out this week: requests to join the Programme from Morocco and Lao PDR, the decision of which will likely be officially announcement after PB9; request to extend deadline of signing of NPs in Sri Lanka and RoC. 

4.2 Global Programme 

· SNA Global Programme budget has now been finalized for submission to PB9. 
· Draft response to countries need assessment is being finalized this week, for submission at PB9.

· CNA has been approved by working group and has been proofread. This will also be submitted to policy board document. UNEP raised an issue of inconsistency on how the CNA document refers to Year 1 and Year 2. Secretariat requested that this feedback be sent in writing to be addressed. 
· Semi-annual report has been finalized, cleared and sent for translation for PB9.
4.3 Policy Board 
· The Secretariat is receiving many internal requests from agency staff at various levels to attend PB9. The Secretariat requests that agency HQ focal points consult internally in their respective agencies, and submit a finalized list of agency participants to the Secretariat. 
4.4 Corporate communications and events 
· Success stories: First three success stories have been approved and laid out in EN. These are being used at the various donor meetings happening in Europe this week with SG members and Mette, along with other comms materials. The Secretariat will endeavour to have these first three translated, laid out and printed for PB9.

· Africa Lessons Learned booklet: Advance EN copies were distributed at COFO/World Forest Week last week in Rome. The booklet will be officially launched in EN, FR and SP at PB9 in Brazzaville.

· COFO/World Forest Week: UN-REDD participated/led four side events at COFO last week, in addition to having a booth there throughout the week. Attendance to events and booth was overall quite low. Cheryl will give further feedback to the CEWG this week on their call. 
· KM Action Team: Meets this Thursday for the first time to begin their work, as laid out in the KMAT terms of reference, available on the workspace under the KM folder, under Global Programme folder. Secretariat will coordinate the work of this team.
· New AP section on website: Secretariat is liaising with AP team to finalize a new, robust regional section on un-redd.org.   
5. AOB

· No other business was raised.
