Teleconference Notes

12 April, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Clea, Tiina, Adelina, Onye, Linda, Cheryl
UNDP: Tim, Asako, Charles, Estelle, Nina, Jen 
UNEP: Julie, Ravi, Niklas
FAO: Alberto
Agenda

1. PB4 Report: 
English version of report cleared by agencies now on workspace. Has been sent to PB for approval. Spanish and French translations when ready will be circulated. 
A few comments have been received. Ie/ Norway commented that we shouldn’t call new countries, “new countries”, but that we should continue to call them “observers”.
2. Finalization of the strategy 

We have started compiling comments, including those from PB members.  So far, Ecuador has provided comments. Norway will be sending soon. We will post them on the workspace to share internally.   

· Secretariat will be meeting on Wednesday, to discuss how to revise document, after which we will be in touch with the agencies.

· We need to make sure the UN-REDD Programme has a role in phase two, and maybe phase three of REDD readiness

3. Oslo Meeting and Follow-up on collaboration with the World Bank 

a. We are exploring dates for consultation with the FCPF as agreed by the CG

b. Some people have received invitations and others not. Who is attending?

c. Staff support from the UN-REDD team to the Oslo process.

People are starting to receive invitations. Yemi received his last week by mail. Helen Clark was invited, as is Charles from UNDP. Achim Steiner has been in invited as well as Kaveh from UNEP. FAO has not received an invitation yet.
The UN-REDD Coordination Group is looking into preparations for Oslo meeting. Several questionnaires are being completed, asking for financial information etc. Yemi was interviewed by Mackenzie consultants last Friday. CG is planning to set up meetings with FCPF.

UNEP has offered a seconded employee to Norway to help with Oslo preparations.
4. Approach and criteria for funding and support to new countries 

Suggestion:  National working group should develop these criteria, share and agree internally and get PB to approve it. Clea will take the first stab at the criteria to have something to discuss in the working group.

 

5. Workplan and budget process: briefing 

· Secretariat has received inputs from all agencies. Tiina and Onye have put a new frame on the budget and work plan, based on inputs from agencies. 
· Secretariat to post a proposed a work plan and budget to the workspace by Wednesday. 

· Will then require a discussion, couple of conference calls to decide on proper budget and figures, with the aim of sending a final version to Norway the last week of April. Norway has indicated they would then be willing to transfer the funds end of April. 

· Tiina is working with Clea to address the funding gap… Norway has indicated they would cover that funding gap, leaving $12-$13 million for national programmes from the Norway funds.

· Spanish funds? Can they be included in 2010 budget? Charles will consult internally this week to get clarification on this and see if there is any soft earmarking etc, etc.
· All budget related emails to the Secretariat should be cc’d to the other agencies, to keep everyone in the loop.
6. Newsletter
· Outstanding articles: FRA analysis article from Petteri Vuorinen and PB4 reaction article both due to be post on the website for review COB midday Tuesday.
· FYI- UN-REDD Programme website recently hit its one millionth visit to the site; We have received a half a million visitors in the last six months alone.
7. AOB

· Linda Rosengren to attend and present at REDD workshop in Germany this week, focusing on UN-REDD Programme and our work with biodiversity and conservation. 

· Next week, Mon-Tues, Ravi in Paris for OECD meeting; the week after, he’ll attend  a WCMC ecosystem co-benefits meeting 27-29 April in Cambridge
· UNEP has developed an events plan for how to bring REDD issues to IYB events; concept note coming out to wider group; Will be brought up during side events call on Wednesday.
· Reminder: side events call on Wednesday. List of proposed events on workspace and consult before the call.

· Reminder:  Please notify the events coordinator at the UN-REDD Secretariat about all upcoming events participation, so that we can field questions, and reflect that on website, newsletters, workspace etc, etc.
· Yemi been asked to contribute 3000 word article on REDD to CDB’s book, due out in December. Achim Steiner will also be contributing to this chapter.

