Teleconference Notes

7 Sept, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Linda R, Onye, Reem, John Erik Prydz, Cheryl
UNDP: Asako, Nina, Estelle, Charles, Gaya Sriskanthan
UNEP: Julie
FAO:  
Agenda:

Two new staff members to introduce and welcome:

At the Secretariat, John Erik Prydz is a new JPO from Norway, coming to work on monitoring and evaluation for the Programme. 

In NY, Gaya Sriskanthan, filling in for Elspeth now that Elspeth has moved to Seattle and is only working part time. Gaya has come in to help on IP/CSO work part time.

1) Policy Board (Yemi & Reem)
a. Finalization of draft provisional agenda
1. Deadline for inputs from the agencies was 30 Aug. Secretariat has incorporated comments and will be sending final agenda this week. Biggest challenge is accommodating so many items in two days. 
b. Agency teams planning to attend  
1. Reminder: Secretariat needs to know teams from agencies going. 
2. UNDP will know within the week. 
3. From UNEP, Ravi and Ibrahim going; potentially Tim K and Barney as well
c. Confirmation of UNDP co-chair
1. Olaf or Verle… UNDP should be able to confirm this week.
d. Observers
1. UNESCO asked to observers PB5. Background: UNESCO approached us since they manage world heritage sites, some protected forest areas and saw potential for some of these sites to lend themselves as demonstration sites for REDD+. Especially in countries in implementation phase. 
2. So UNESCO will be at PB5.

3. UNCCD mentioned interest to UNEP in becoming an observer. They should write to Secretariat and provide a short of justification and Secretariat will respond.
Update: Joint Session with FIP and FCPF on 6 Nov 
· Brainstorm happened on this last week with the WB in Washington. Draft initial agenda will be circulated as soon as we get it from the bank, who is in the process of pulling it together. 

· Three items proposed: 1) lessons learned from countries (3-4); 2) substantive item on safeguards; 3) Streamlining and cooperation, with presentation of joint paper
· WB taking care of practical arrangements for the meeting, supported by Reem. 
· Concern expressed that we make sure we have something substantive to offer the discussion on safeguards… concern that this is not our comparative strength
2) REDD+ Partnership progress update (Tiina) 
a. WB Team and UN-REDD team prepared number of concept notes over the past couple of months: 

1. one on the REDD+ database (expert meeting happening today in Rome to look at the development of the database, Japanese co-chair and rep of PNG co-chair are there as well)
2. Gap analysis on financing resources, led by WB

3. Efficiency of REDD initiatives 
4. Lessons learned and cooperation (Comp 4- UNDP led). 

5. Aggregate budget drafted this week and will be shared with CG once ready
6. Website options are being discussed

Other updates:

b. Japanese co-chair visited the Secretariat yesterday, while in town on business. Meeting was largely about the ministerial meeting that will happen in Nagoya. Meeting with co-chair was invaluable and help build a relationship with them. We tabled a point with co-chair on the importance of stakeholder engagement moving forward and requested more clarity on this. He took note of this and will discuss with this colleagues.

c. WB is taking the lead on the workshop in Tianjin including drafting agenda, take notes, report writing
d. Two events happening in Nagoya: ministerial meeting on the Partnership on 26 October, workshop on lessons learned on 25 May, plus a closed-door gathering of the Partnership on the evening of the 25th, to consider the recommendations for the ministers. Workshop on the 25th should finish at 6 pm.
e. Still discussing whether it will be UN-REDD or the WB who will take the lead in Nagoya. We are trying to get WB to take this since we did Brasilia and Bonn but is still under negotiation. 

3) Report from Mexico governance workshop (Estelle &Yemi)
a. Workshop happened last week; UN-REDD got good visibility there through roundtable discussion, etc. Not a lot of new elements on governance came up. Final report already out. Strong emphasis on cross sectoral coordination. Some expressed concern that we are stuck on principles and we need to get into operational details. Turn-out was great… over 200 to the roundtable, good mix of institutions, research, advocacy etc. REDD+ presents a new way to deal with old issues. Excellent field trips and chance to interact with communities. 

4) Report from GEF Meeting (Julie presented on behalf of Ravi)
· Focus on SFM and forest carbon benefits, not exclusively REDD

· Quarter billion to be invested on this agenda and GEF is looking for partners

· Concerned about trade -offs between carbon and biodiversity, so we will focus on this Nagoya
   

5) National Programmes update (Clea) 
a. This item was skipped as Clea was at home sick and could not present. 
6) Newsletter update (Cheryl- 5 mins)
a. September’s newsletter will go out on 22 Sept

b. Deadline for content submissions is 8 Sept
Tentative content for Sept issue:

News

· Recent missions to Indonesia
· Workshop on Remote Sensing in Tanzania 

· Mexico has launched its new REDD+ website 
· DRC’s “l’universite d’ete” -a series of seminars they held for awareness raising throughout the summer
Features and Commentary

· Update on Paraguay’s NJP (Santiago)
· Feature on biodiversity, ecosystem multiple benefits and REDD+ 
· Mission to Republic of Congo (18-20 August
Reports & Analysis

Report on Oaxaca workshop (Estelle)

7) AOB
· Next UN-REDD FPIC workshop will happen in LAC, 4-7 Oct in Panama city
· Next week, UNFF AHEG meeting in Nairobi (Tiina and Ravi will present); 
· Sept 20-24, Global Expert Workshop on Biodiversity Benefits of REDD, organized by the CBD and in collaboration with UN-REDD (UNEP), happening in Nairobi
· FYI- Secretariat will be closed Thurs and Fri of this week.

· FYI- Nairobi and NY offices closed on Friday
