Teleconference Notes

17 May, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Reem, Onye, Cheryl

UNDP: Charles, Nina, Estelle, Tim Clairs 

UNEP: Ravi

FAO: Alberto, Jose-Antonio  

Agenda

1. Partnership Document response and Oslo Conference: (Yemi)

a. A joint WSB and UN response was submitted on the 12 May. A short, precise comment on partnership document, very positive, basically saying that when asked, we’d be open to providing Secretariat services to the POP. 
b. SG and WB President have exchange letters:

1. Encouraging coordination between the UN and WB hosted initiatives 

2. That they send a joint communication AHEAD OF THE Oslo Conference highlighting the commitment of the two systems to coordinate delivery of REDD readiness at the country level.  
3. WB and SG have been asked to provide video presence in Oslo. Charles was involved in script for video message which he believes has not been taped yet. Some adjustments made to text. Hope to hear today.
4. Helen Clarke, Achim Steiner will both attend the Oslo meeting. 

Action:

· Yemi will get in touch with Benoit to start drafting joint communication to the Oslo meeting from the SG and WB, highlighting the commitment of the two systems to coordinate delivery of REDD readiness at the country level.  This needs to get out this week.

2. National Programme: Highlights of activities at country level (Clea: 15 minutes, for information)

a. Clea will send an update in writing this week. She asked everyone on the call to remember to cc her on all communications with national programmes so she can be kept in the loop and provide updates.
b. Yemi clarified that the objective was for the National Programme Working Group to provide updates with the Operations Group as necessary
3. UNFCC: Bonn (Reem and Clea -10 minutes)

a. Who’s going: Clea will be there from the 3 June. Yemi will be there from the 2nd week. From FAO, Peter, Danilo and Alberto are going. Danilo is expected to be there for the full meeting; Alberto will be there for the side event and the day after. Charles will be there the first week, to help with side event. 
b. There might be another event on 5th June over lunch. A more focused and extensive discussion on the event.
Actions:

· Reem to follow up over the next day or two with Alberto and others going to determine who will be blogging from the event and who could author a web story from the event. 

4. PB4 Report: (Yemi – 5 minutes)

a. Final PB 4 Report has been finalized and sent out to members and is also posted on the workspace in three languages. Will be sent out to the regions as well as resident coordinators
5. Newsletter (Cheryl  - 5 minutes)

a. All newsletter content will be posted on the workspace over the next couple of days. Cheryl will send out an email when that’s done. 
b. Colleagues will have this week to review the content.
c. Still aiming to get the newsletter out next Wed, 26 May. 
6. AOB

a. Secretariat received communication from Denmark that they’d like to visit the Secretariat on 1 June.  Indication that they might be able to give us more funding.

b. Secretariat proposed to create and convene a “work areas working group” which would meet weekly to discuss work areas, focusing on MRV and governance to start. Tiina and Clea to convene and facilitate. One suggestion was to call it a “Global programme” working group. Others suggested it should avoid simply reporting on progress and be used to develop thinking, and the best way forward on various issues. The group will convene for the first time next Thurs, 27 May.
c. Clea confirmed a June 21 mission to Ecuador; and meeting on 12 July with Brazil which Clea will attend. 
d. Are we still seeking to solicit an external review of our work? Secretariat: No movement on this. TORs were parked. 
e. What’s the next steps for the Programme strategy? Comments from Norway, Ecuador, Denmark, UNFCCC have been incorporated since the Policy Board. Secretariat very close to being ready to share the next version with the agencies.
f. Status of budget request to Norway? Secretariat has reached out for an update on several occasions. We suspect Norway is buried in preparations for the Oslo meeting. Secretariat will share with the agencies the moment we hear back.
