Teleconference Notes

14 June, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Linda, Onye, Adelina, Reem, Cheryl
UNDP: Tim C, Jen Loughlin
UNEP: Hendrica
FAO:  Alberto
Agenda

1. Developments in UN-REDD support to REDD+ partnership (Yemi- 5 minutes):

Update: 
· Our revised proposal was sent to co-chairs, along with a budget. The Partnership met on Fri 11 June, but no feedback yet on what was discussed in meeting. 
· Looking for info on this meeting as well as the Partnership’s meeting 14-15 July in Brazil.

· CG will have a call this week to discuss next steps. Charles will let us know when he could join in once he gets to Hanoi. Maybe Wed or Thurs. In the meantime, Secretariat will try to get more information.  

Charles, Peter, possibly Clea on behalf of Secretariat will go to partnership meeting on 14-15 July.  

2. Report back from the Forestry Carbon Markets & REDD Conference in Washington (10-11 June) (Yemi-  5 minutes)

Update: 

· FCPF was there as well
· Participants included investors, academics, lobbyist, service providers. Strong focus on US. Investors were the most active group there

· Yemi presented on prospects for reaching international consensus on REDD. 

· Participants didn’t seem too interested in the details on the negotiations. More interested in defining things like the size of the market.
· Avoided Deforestation was there and presented on what they are lobbying for on Capital Hill

· Some expressed that REDD+ really doesn’t exist in the real world. REDD is just a lot of noise and big money being wasted on meetings and workshops etc

· They are aware that regulatory framework is needed from UNFCCC to provide predictability the market will require
· Some private sector said they would not take equity risks… public funding should do this. Down the road with private sector could take a market risk.

· Singular focus on carbon and the market. 

· We need to think about how we reach out to the private sector. The kind of money that REDD will need in the long term can only be achieved if private sector is involved. Hard for governments to be committing those dollars.

· Seems interest/urgency around climate change debate has waned since this time last year.
· Yemi will send out a note on this meeting. 

3. Coordination on mission to Brazil on 12 July (Clea– 5 minutes)

Brazil will launch national REDD strategy and invited us to interact with their institutions. Meeting taking place on 12 July. Agenda to be circulated soon. Very general.  One-day overview. Won’t get into details about nature of partnership between UN-REDD and Brazil
Alberto, Pierre Yves, Carlos from UNDP and Clea will attend. GEF and FIP are going too.

4. Update on status of National Programmes (Clea- 10 minutes)

Expecting Paraguay’s document soon. Paraguay should be ready to present at next policy board, as well as at least a couple new pilots countries.
We should communicate with PNG on next steps. Impression that Kevin is now ready to re-engage. We need to communicate with them and get clarity on how to move forward. 
5. June newsletter update (Cheryl- 5 minutes)
Deadline for content submissions is today. Still aiming to distribute the newsletter next week on 23 June.

Content in this month’s newsletter:

NEWS

· UN-REDD side event in Bonn 

· UN-REDD/Chatham House expert meeting on Monitoring Governance Safeguards 

· Short article on upcoming MRV meeting in Mexico 22-24 June 

· UN-REDD Indonesia launches its new website (short announcement)

Features & Commentary

· Josep Gari and Tim Boyle will be contributing an article on UN-REDD support provided to partner countries, with focus on Cambodia and Nigeria

· Follow-up article on IP/CSO reaction to Oslo meeting outcomes (Pacifique- French and English)

Report & Analysis

· Article on latest UN-REDD governance initiatives (Estelle)

· Short write up on an upcoming editorial in the journal Global Environmental Change suggests three broad principles for operationalizing forest people’s rights and the need for nested forest and climate governance in support of effective and equitable REDD+ actions. 

6. AOB
UPDATE: The GP budget was submitted on Friday (11 June) for approval to the Policy Board for intersessional decision. Deadline is 25 June, and on a “no objection basis”, we will assume at that point that it’s accepted.
RE: Transfer of funds from Norway… indications are that will happen next week.  There shouldn’t be any hiccups. Mari is preparing documentation. Norway had no problem with us asking for PB approval.

FYI: FAO will be in Mexico next week, so won’t be on operations call.

FYI: On Friday afternoon we received an email that UN-REDD has been selected for inclusion in a real-time evaluation of Norway’s International Climate and Forest Initiative (NICFI), commissioned by the Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD). 
The Secretariat is in the process of getting a bit more info from Norway on this, re: what this means, what’s expected from us, whether there are different stages to the evaluation, whether agencies will be contacted, etc. Secretariat will report back once we’ve heard.
