Teleconference Notes

11 October, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Tiina, Linda R, Onye, Reem, John Erik, Paida, Cheryl
UNDP: Charles, Tim C, Estelle, Gaya, Asako
UNEP: Julie
FAO:  Alberto
Agenda

1. PB5 Update (Yemi & Reem) 

· Documents are in good shape. We're waiting on submission forms to be completed by end of this week. This time, we will be putting documents on USB keys and online, and will be avoiding printing. 
· Accommodation arrangements: We have a block booking at the Melrose hotel until the end of this week, at which point our blocked rooms will be released. If you wish to make a reservation, you may use the following web address: The Melrose Hotel Online Booking System (24 hours a day) or call reservations at +1.800.MELROSE or + 1.202.955.6400 between the hours of 8:00AM – 6:00PM (EST), Monday through Friday. Please be sure to mention either the group booking name UN-REDD Programme or group code: UNREDD103110.  

The Melrose Hotel

2430 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington DC 20037
Tel: (202) 955-6400
www.melrosehoteldc.com
·  Re: Joint meeting on 6 Nov: registration forms for Charles and Tim Clairs, Peter H,  Alberto, Jose Antonio, Ibrahim, Tim Kasten, Ravi, Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Cheryl, Reem, John Erik have been sent in. If anyone else wishes to take part in that day, please let Reem know.
· There was discussion on who should be speaking on behalf of the UNREDD Programme… should it be the co-chairs? UNDP will follow up with Olav's office on this. Andrew Spear will be representing FCPF on joint day. Representatives from GEF, WB, and UNFCCC will also be presenting. Questions were raised about why GEF will be speaking at the event.  Needs to be further discussion on GEF being there and how that happened without our consent.
2. National Programmes update (Yemi)
· Clea travelling so could not present on this
· Yemi met with Ecuador in Tianjin re: postponing presentating at full NP at PB5 until their stakeholder engagement issue is resolved. It was agreed that Ecuador will still make a presentation and ask for an earmark, but will submit their actual NP doc in March at PB6.

· Yemi also spoke with Cambodia in Tianjin to sort out some concerns and issues on their presentation.
· Independent review from PNG has been received, and sets out concerns WRT stakeholder engagement process. UN-REDD has also received a letter from CSOs re: lack of engagement in PNG and their objections to the document.  

· Need to make sure PNG is aware of the letter from CSOs, and encourage them to discuss directly.

· Clea should craft a strategy on how to reach out to PNG. Secretariat should reach out to CSO and see how we can facilitate. What role can the country office play?

· We need to make sure PNG has followed all the UNREDD rules.

· We should also be reaching out to other influential PB members so they know the potential issues, and can provide informal feedback on how to handle them. 
· We need to keep our PB5 separate from the rest of the REDD+ Partnership issues.

3. REDD+ Partnership & Tianjin Update (Yemi, Tiina, Charles)

· In Tianjin, Partnership held its first technical workshop on gap analysis and database, and the REDD+ Partnership website was launched. All were well received. 
· Stakeholders made presentations in the meetings and by and large accepted the Partnership's engagement document

· Budget for Secretariat services was secured by donors and is now firm 

· Nagoya workshop for safeguards and stakeholder engagement will be postponed to Cancun. No funding for donors. Time is running out for proper arrangements.  Ministerial meeting will still happen in Nagoya.

· Trouble began when Partnership meetings began between 3-9 October. Some were closed, even to the FMT-PT.  Some opposed the our presence. FMT-PT held their ground and were allowed to stay in the meetings. 
· Observations:  there is a good appreciation, trust and need for the Secretariat services on the part of most of the partners. WB and UNREDD solidified our partnership. We need to make sure we our work with the Partnership does not overshadow the work we need to do for the UN-REDD Programme at these meetings. 
4. COP16 & FD4 update (Reem)

· The Secretariat, led by John Erik and Reem, will go through the overall agenda for COP16 and and pull out what is of interest for us in order to help us determine our overall strategy at COP16 and what we want to accomplish there. We can then decide who is going to cover what. 
· UN-REDD comms & event plan for COP16 & FD4
1. The side events working group in collaboration with the communications working group will be putting together a consolidated plan for events and comms activities of UN-REDD and the agencies.
2. We have a slot under the CEB for a UN-REDD joint side events

3. UN-REDD will piggy back at the agencies'  booths

4. A private group is putting together a Living Forest pavilion at The Exposition Center called the Cancunmesse. UN-REDD would be offered a day or half day in collaboration with the FCPF. Still looking into costs, to see if this is feasible for us to participate in. 

5. Three events need to happen for the Partnership… a technical workshop, a half- day session to finalize the work program, and a side event. Japan called today and are proposing 25 November in Cancun, week before COP16. Japan has said they will need support from FMT-PT on all three. Technical workshop on 25 or 26 November and finalization of the work program. Side event would happen within COP16 itself. 
5. Communications update (Cheryl)

· Oct newsletter deadlines- content due by Mon, 18 October. Newsletter will be sent out Wed, 27 October.
	· Tentative list of content for October newsletter: UN-REDD welcomes Gabon and Guyana as partners to the Programme; FAO - INPE advanced workshop on developing remote sensing based solutions to MRV and monitoring at national levels; Biodiversity and REDD+ workshop report from UNEP; article from Santiago on the progress of Paraguay's NP document; report from COFO; report from FPIC workshop in Panama (4-7 Oct) 
	


· Upcoming comms publications that will be ready in the next month: our first report in the "UN-REDD Reports" report, prepared by Linda Rosengren, in collaboration with FAO colleagues; the Joint FCPF-FIP-UN-REDD pamphlet is in its final review before being sent for translation. Goal is to have that read for our meetings beginning of November. Also, comms working group is busy preparing content for our COP16 publication "Perspectives on REDD+", which will look at the debates and issues around some of our work areas. This will be ready in EN, FR and SP in time for COP16. 
· UN-REDD blog has been resurrected and lots of great activity on it over the past two weeks from COFO and Panama and WCMC. 
6. UN-REDD retreat update (Linda R- 5 mins) 
· Dates are now set for 6-8 Feb. The Secretariat is drafting a concept note and terms of reference to hire a facilitator. Looking for good consultants to approach as facilitator. Please send suggestions along to Linda Rosengren. Aiming to interview our consultants in the coming weeks.
7. AOB
· Gaya presented briefly on the UN-REDD FPIC workshop last week in Panama. It went well. Good turn-out. Ended up with strong material to build on and take to Tanzania. Nice achievement for us. 
