Teleconference Notes

10 May, 2010

Attendance:

Secretariat: Yemi, Tiina, Clea, Linda, Onye, Reem, Cheryl
UNDP: Charles, Asako, Estelle 
UNEP: Ravi, Max, Julie
FAO: Jose-Antonio 
Agenda

1. Report on meetings with FCPF and FIP: (Yemi) 

Yemi gave a brief overview of the progress and decisions made at the meeting with the FCPF (29-30 April) and FIP (3-4 May)   
With FCPF in New York:

·  Meeting was held to explore how we can improve delivery at the country level. 
· Joint paper will be the main output from the meeting. An outline for this joint paper has been circulated with a list of contributors identified. 
· Key messages from the meeting: We need to move full speed ahead with development of joint delivery mechanism. To do this, we need to look at set of minimum standards to guide the work. Also discussed the development of a central database that could be run between, FIP, FCPF and UN-REDD

· While the meeting was happening, we received the draft proposal on interim partnership… which proposes that secretariat services be provided by FCPF and UN-REDD and listed expected services from this proposed secretariat. Not a formal request. 

· We discussed this with the FCPF and the general reaction to this proposal was positive, looks like a good idea, and we should send positive signals but be careful to not get ahead of process, this is country led. Cannot appear to be taking over.

· Also discussed the letter from SG to WB, calling for follow up to initial commitment to collaborate more strongly… 
· Action steps are identified for all plans moving forward

With FIP in Washington, DC:
· Joined by Amazon Fund, the GEF, the CBFF (by phone) and UNFF. Similar approach to NY meeting

· Joint paper to come out of meeting; the FCPF paper will be a chapter in this joint paper with the FIP
Overall:

· Everyone encouraged by outcomes, all parties seemed open to working together.

· Papers will help us focus on delivery at the country level. Articulating this focus will be key.

· Key principle, whatever we do, we must support the UNFCCC processes. We cannot undermine that. Joint arrangement needs to happen, independent of the Oslo process but communicating this before Oslo is good timing.

Follow up actions:

· Some key decisions remain to be made. The UN-REDD CG will convene tomorrow to make these leading up to Oslo.

2. 32nd session of UNFCCC convention subsidiary bodies in Bonn- 31 May-June 9: 
a. Overview of UN-REDD participation, including our side event 3 June. A briefing on the UN-REDD Programme was prepared for the SBSTA chair, and sent last week in French and English. 

· Charles and Clea are attending. Yemi likely to go the first week.
· Briefing was done for the Chair, something they reached out and asked for, so UN-REDD’s relationship with the UNFCCC seems to be moving in a positive way, and on a good track.

· Aiming to arrange a meeting with the SBSTA chair during the event
· Also aiming to arrange a meeting of UN-REDD countries during first week, to talk about PB meeting in October and regional representation

Follow-up actions:

Clea to write something regarding thinking around these meetings with the countries, and some other issues we could roll into these meetings. 

3. Newsletter & website update: (Cheryl- 5 minutes)

· Reviewed list of content expected to be included in the upcoming newsletter, due out 26 May:

INTRO

· Yemi’s editorial: focusing on the lead up to the Oslo meeting
NEWS
· Article on the Brazzaville declaration 

· Article on the CBD SBSTA side event in Nairobi (Julie)

· Article on the ecosystem co-benefit workshop in Cambridge (Lera)

FEATURES & COMMENTARY

· CSO article on what they’d like to see happen at the Oslo meeting (Pacifique Mukumba)

· National Programme article (Daniela Carrion-Ecuador) 

· Article on safeguards and ecosystem co-benefits (Linda R. & Wahida)

REPORTS & ANALYSIS

· Article on CIFOR’s recent book release “Realizing REDD

· Article on UN-REDD side event on 23 April during the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues here at UNHQ entitled: “Stakeholder Engagement in the REDD Readiness: Examples from the UN-REDD Programme” (Nina, Elspeth)

Upcoming events

· 32nd Session of the UNFCCC Convention in Bonn: 3 June

· World Environment Day: 5 June

· 23rd Session of the Asia-Pacific Forestry Commission in Bhutan: 9-11 June

· Forestry Carbon Markets & REDD Conference in Washington, D.C.: 10-11 June

· 18th Commonwealth Forestry Conference in Edinburgh: 28 June- 2 July  

A reminder was issued for everyone to help build up our readership by forwarding along new contacts to Cheryl and Estelle so they can be added to our contact manager database.
Website update:
· Over the next two weeks, Cheryl and webmaster Linda Mumoki will be working on some housecleaning on the website. Ie/ Refreshing content, adding video interviews taken in Nairobi; bringing news on national programmes to the homepage, consolidating a few sections on the main menu. 

· If anyone has any feedback or changes they’d like to see to the website, please send them along to Cheryl in the next week or two.
4. AOB 

Report back on Cambridge meeting on biodiversity and multiple benefits (Ravi)
· Meeting went well

· Workshop recommendations on multiple benefits: 
· Terminology should be “multiple benefits” instead of “co-benefits”

· Strong agenda developed for the work ahead. Really concrete suggestions on how to move forward. 
· “Do no harm” approach for REDD+ was explored, importance of safeguards for multiple benefits from REDD

· Need concrete examples and case studies

Follow up:

· Ravi will email more detailed meeting report in the coming days. 
FYI: CBD today launched Global Biodiversity Outlook 3—biodiversity not doing great. Link to land use patterns. Can’t just leave it to governments, need to implicate other groups.

Report on REDD+ Readiness Framework workshop on 4th May (Charles)
· Objective of meeting was to explore the development of a common framework for collecting information on REDD+.

· Estelle presented the UN-REDD workspace, how can we work together so we don’t end up with a dozen information platforms… 
· Looked at developing a global platform with FCPF and UN-REDD… how can we do something to help countries at the national level. Put focus on national support. Allow better knowledge sharing.
· Short proposal on this on its way. FCPF is very interested in this area

· Next steps include starting a 1-2 month exploratory exercise. Commission some mock-ups etc. 

Other business:

· Reminder/request to have an update on countries’ progress… have this a more regular feature of the teleconference calls. 
