Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
Guatemala, C.A.

Guatemala. 5 July 2013
Document no. MI-371-2013/MRSG

Mr. Mario Boccucci
UN-REDD Programme Secretariat

Dear Mr. Boccucci,

Request to the UN-REDD Global Programme for support to REDD+ legal readiness activities in Guatemala
[bookmark: _GoBack]
In my role of REDD+ Focal Point in Guatemala, I hereby request the assistance of FAO, under the UN-REDD Programme, to develop a comprehensive analysis of rights-related legal issues on environmental goods and services linked to REDD+ in Guatemala.

The main purpose of the requested support is to help the Government of Guatemala, through the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources and the Inter-Agency Coordination Group (involving the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food, the National Forestry Institute, the National Council for Protected Areas and this very Ministry) to contribute to the development of legal capacity within multidisciplinary teams by carrying out an analysis of the existing legislation on property rights to environmental goods and services, and their link to REDD+.

The assistance will be integrated into Guatemala’s Readiness Proposal (R-PP), version 6, currently under drafting by the Inter-Agency Coordination Group, with the purpose of coordinating the project in the future in Guatemala. The project operates under the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF), and is an important complement to the REDD+ readiness activities in Guatemala.

The amount requested for support is of US$21,000.00, which would be managed by the FAO Regional Office in Guatemala. These resources would support the five components detailed in the attached action plan.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Yours sincerely,


[SIGNATURE]
Marcia Roxana Sobenes García
Minister of Environment and Natural Resources


[STAMP OF THE MINISTRY VISIBLE NEXT TO SIGNATURE}




Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources
MARN

Legal Action Plan on Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+)

Goal:

Supporting the Government of Guatemala through the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN) and the Inter-Agency Coordination Group (GCI) to develop legal capacity within multidisciplinary teams by presenting a work plan proposal on property rights to environmental goods and services, and their link to REDD+.

Components of the Proposal:

1. Institutional strengthening: The legal assistance unit of MARN will be supported to obtain timely information on legal issues related to climate change and REDD+, specifically.
2. Producing strategic information: The need to analyze the current legislation on and collect information related to environmental and climate change issues is deemed a priority, as well as assessing the legal instruments likely to be used in REDD+ and within the REDD+ national strategy for reducing deforestation.
3. Workshops and Work Forums: It is necessary to organize one or two workshops and working forums in collaboration with the different public institutions: in the first place, with environment-related institutions, such as the National Council for Protected Areas (CONAP), the National Forestry Institute (INAB) and the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food (MAGA); later on, with the Academia and Law schools, the Judicial Body and organizations specializing in legal topics.
4. Organization of public events for dissemination and socialization: Aimed to socialize results, lessons learned and proposals of REDD+ legal instruments, rules of procedure and complementary environmental laws with an emphasis on climate change and REDD+.
5. Hiring consultancy services: In support of the aims of the aforementioned assistance, drafting a solid proposal comprising and proposing a concrete legal instrument for environmental regulation with an emphasis on climate change and REDD+ is deemed important in order to establish rights to REDD+-related environmental goods and services.

Implementation timeline

· There is a proposal to start in May-June 2013 and operate for 6 months for the first phase.
· The second phase could start in 2014 in order to complement results obtained during the first phase.

Fund management body

It is suggested that FAO Guatemala manage funds, as these would be channeled from FAO-Rome, and this would facilitate coordinating the transfer upon approval from the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (MARN).

Proposed budget and amount 

Component 1: US$1,000.00
Component 2: US$5,000.00
Component 3: US$5,000.00
Component 4: US$5,000.00
Component 5: US$5,000.00

Total: US$21,000.00
