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His Excellency Ambassador Eivind Homme of Norway 

His Excellency El-Mostafa Benlamlih, United Nations Resident Coordinator

Honourable Pak Agus Purnomo, Special Advisor for Climate Change to the President of the Republic of Indonesia

Distinguished participants, 

Ladies and Gentlemen:
Assalamu’alaikum warrahmatullah wabarakatuh.

It is my pleasure to address this important workshop, which signifies the start of the long awaited UN-REDD Indonesia Programme.  This kick off workshop is giving a boost to Indonesia’s endeavour to contribute to the global’s climate mitigation and adaptation.

Ladies and Gentlemen

Climate change is a reality and has become a concern of the international community.  Human beings must contribute to concerted efforts to reduce green house gas emissions.  Unfortunately, the UNFCCC conference in Copenhagen was disappointing for most people.  However, Indonesia take this as an extra motivation to work even harder. 
Indonesia has no obligation under the Kyoto Protocol to reduce its emissions. However, Indonesia fully recognizes the importance of reducing emission.  President of the Republic of Indonesia, H.E. Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono has declared Indonesia’s voluntary target to reduce its emissions by 26% compared to the business as usual scenario, using national resources.  Of that target of 26% reduction, most will come from the forestry sector. 
The “Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation” scheme, also known as REDD, is therefore very important in this context.
REDD as a major opportunity to boost the sustainable management of our forest resources. The Ministry of Forestry has already done a lot of work to prepare for REDD. In this regard, I would like to take this opportunity to extend my appreciation to countries and agencies which have provided their continuous support. And I hope that more support will be provided, because there are still so many things to be done.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I would like to take this opportunity to share with you my views on several key topics, that is: (i) Indonesia’s approach on REDD readiness, (ii) key-issues to be addressed, and (iii) expectations for UNREDD
On the implementation of REDD, Indonesia’s approach on REDD readiness is a phased approach.  In phase 1, also known as the “preparatory phase”, we did a quick analysis of our national situation and looked into the state of science, technology and relevant policies.
We are now in phase 2, that is the “readiness phase”. We prepare methodologies and policy framework, including capacity building and demonstration activities. Based on the findings and recommendations of the Indonesia Forest Carbon Alliance (IFCA), the foundation for the regulatory framework on REDD has been established, and the national REDD strategy has been prepared. 

Phase 3 is called the “full implementation” phase. The scheme of the implementation would follow the rules and procedures according to the new climate change agreements after 2012. 

As regards the key issues that need to be urgently addressed, there are three that I would like to emphasize.   Firstly is coordination. REDD is a cross-cutting issue that needs to be coordinated with all relevant stakeholders: Ministries, local governments, local communities, and international development partners. This includes coordination within the Ministry of Forestry, in which many technical institutions are involved and coordination is essential. Therefore, the Ministry is currently in the process of strengthening the internal coordination mechanism for REDD. We will also further strengthen our cooperation with other agencies.
The second issue is communication. With so many stakeholders involved at international, national, provincial, and local level, good communication is essential. That means we must create the same level of understanding, using language that is understood by all stakeholders. We need to be open minded to really listen to each other, find common ground and objectives, and work together. Only then we can succeed. 
The third issue is the role of local communities. In the case of Indonesia and some other countries, there are so many communities dependent on the forests for their income and food security.  Many of these communities still live in poverty. REDD is not only about carbon and forest, but also the communities’ wellbeing. The people who are depending on the forest resources must be at the centre of the discussion. We have to make sure that REDD will help them with getting a better life while preserving our forests and biodiversity.  
We should also endeavour to promote those communities’ roles in the REDD implementation and in relevant policy development.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

Allow me now to touch upon the expectations from the UNREDD programme. The Government of Indonesia has a long and excellent relationship with the UN system, including with the 191 other countries. My expectation from the UNREDD programme is that it can assist Indonesia with coordination and facilitation to promote synergy both in policy and technical aspects, and to better achieve the development target comprehensively, including in addressing the needs of the local communities.  UNREDD programme should also assist us with participating in the international negotiations on REDD. With this high expectation, Indonesia is fully committed to support the implementation of the programme.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

I wish you an effective workshop, where you can work hard to support Indonesia’s mission to reduce Indonesia’s emissions from deforestation and forest degradation.  That is with a view that Indonesia can continue to show its seriousness to continuously push forward the REDD agenda, based on the principles of our triple track development strategy: pro-growth, pro-job, and pro-poor. I am asking your support to make it happen.
With that wish, and by saying Bismillahirahman nirrrahim, I hereby declare the UNREDD Indonesia Programme’s Kick-off Workshop officially open.  
Wassalamu’alaikum warrahmatullah wabarakatuh.

Thank you. 
MINISTER OF FORESTRY

ZULKIFLI HASAN
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