SEPC Working Group – Minutes of the call, 19 July 2012

Present
Julie Greenwalt (UNEP), Lera Miles (UNEP-WCMC), Lucy Goodman (UNEP-WCMC), Blaise Bodin (UNEP-WCMC), Leo Peskett (UNDP), Emelyne Cheney (FAO), Helena Eriksson (UN-REDD Secretariat).
Action points
1. UNEP to make minor revisions to the environmental worksheets of BeRT to bring it up to date with the final version of the SEPC; and draft preliminary proposal for broader changes to the BeRT taking into account the range of uses that has been discussed within the SEPC working group.  Both actions planned within next two weeks.
2. We will not submit comments in the current second comment period of the REDD+ SES
3. LG to take the lead on collating the SEPC working group’s comments on the Greenpeace safeguards documents – starting in mid-August, for submission before 2nd of September
4. Costa Rica targeted support to be discussed in a separate call 

Agenda
1. Next steps on stream 1 of SEPC work 
2. REDD+ SES second public comment period deadline - 21st July 2012 
3. Greenpeace document response deadline - 2nd September 2012 
4. AOB

The call started with a brief update on progress within the Safeguards Coordination Group and Monitoring and Information Group.
1. Next steps on stream 1 of SEPC work 
Drawing on the information note, LG presented the two broad elements she envisages for this stream of work (i) work on existing policies and procedures and the entry points for SEPC (ii) updating BeRT to reflect the updates in the SEPC, the comments received during the consultation period, and comments from the PB. LM underlined the need to show progress has been made before PB 9, and the fact that countries are likely to want to use the BeRT soon. 
It was agreed that the Information Note for the MG would not be sent in advance of their discussion on the forthcoming note from the Safeguards Coordination Group. MG comments will help to direct our work programme, some felt that not too much work should be done beforehand.
LP agreed to discuss with UNDP colleagues the potential to take the lead on the review of social and environmental issues in existing policies, procedures, etc. Both Leo and Silje on leave next week.
All agreed that the BeRT should reflect the work that we’ve done on the SEPC and that relatively minimal revisions could be done before agreement on any wider changes to format and structure. 
UNEP-WCMC will lead this work, starting with the environmental aspects, and consulting with UNDP on the social aspects. 
2. REDD+ SES second public comment period deadline - 21st July 2012 
It was agreed not to submit comments in this second period, given that the SEPC working group already submitted comments in the first period and they have been largely taken in account.
3. Greenpeace document response deadline - 2nd September 2012 
It was agreed that the SEPC working group should make comments as this could improve  understanding of the SEPC. LG to take the lead on this work and circulate a first round of comments to the group circa mid-August. 
4. AOB
The Targeted Support request for Costa Rica was briefly discussed, but was postponed to a later call that had already been arranged. 
