PROGRAMME BRIEFING 
PREPARED FOR: Secretary-General, Ban Ki-moon 

ISSUE:  Secretary-General’s High Level Event on REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation) 
EVENT DATE: September 23rd, 2009 – 16:30 – 18:00pm  

LOCATION: ECOSOC Chamber, United Nations’ Secretariat 
ANNOTATED PROGRAMME: 

16:30 – 16:35

Video – “REDD as Part of the Solution”
· The video, produced by UN-REDD and prepared in partnership with Television Trust for the Environment (TVE), will run for five minutes and set the stage for the Head of State statements

16:36 – 16:38

Introduction
· It is my pleasure to welcome you to this High Level Event on REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation)

· I am delighted by the strong attendance of 14 Heads of State, senior Ministers from member countries – with over 70 governments represented here today – along with notable leaders of civil society, including non-governmental organizations, and indigenous peoples organizations 
· We are also supported today by a strong media presence.  The media are critical partners in helping to communicate to the world the urgent action needed on climate change and, today, the importance of halting deforestation and forest degradation.
· Present with me today on the dais are representatives from all three of the forested regions of the developing world, each of whom are making important efforts to demonstrate the potential of REDD. 
· I am joined on the dais by:

· Speaking on behalf of the African Union, President of the Republic of Congo, His Excellency Denis Sassou-Nguesso
· Speaking on behalf of the Coalition for Rainforest Nations, Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, His Excellency Michael Somare.
· President of Guyana, H.E. Bharrat Jagdeo, an articulate spokesperson on the potential of REDD.
· Prime Minister of Norway, His Excellency Jens Stoltenberg, a key partner who has been a driving force, leading the way with generous support to forested developing countries for REDD activities.
· World Bank President, Robert Zoellick, representing our partner in the UN-Bretton Woods system with whom we are working so closely together in support of developing countries to implement REDD.

16:38-16:40

Speech
16:40 – 16:41 

Transition
· Before I invite my first colleague to make a statement, I would like to remind speakers that the honor of having so many distinguished speakers in attendance today obliges us to be brief in our remarks, so that everyone can be heard

· Please keep your statements to three minutes or less.    

16:41 – 16:42 

Introduction to Robert Zoellick
· It is now my pleasure to introduce President of the World Bank, Robert Zoellick
[Robert Zoellick makes statement]

· Thank you, Mr. Zoellick.
16:45 – 16:46 

Introduction to Denis Sassou-Nguesso
· It is now my pleasure to ask President of the Republic of Congo, Denis Sassou-Nguesso, to make a statement on behalf of the African Union
[Denis Sassou-Nguesso makes statement]

· Thank you, Your Excellency.

16:50 – 16:51 

Introduction to Jens Stoltenberg
· It is now my pleasure to introduce Prime Minister of Norway, Jens Stoltenberg

[Jens Stoltenberg makes statement]

· Thank you, Your Excellency.

16:54 – 16:55 

Introduction to Michael T. Somare
· It is now my pleasure to introduce Prime Minister of Papua New Guinea, Michael T. Somare, and invite him to make a statement on behalf of the Coalition for Rainforest Nations  

[Michael T. Somare makes statement]

· Thank you, Your Excellency.

16:58 – 16:59 

Introduction to Bharrat Jagdeo

· It is now my pleasure to introduce President of Guyana, Bharrat Jagdeo 

[Bharrat Jagdeo makes statement]

· Thank you, Your Excellency.

17:02 – 17:03 

Closing and Transition

· Due to an urgent engagement, I will have to leave.  Taking my place as Chair is Under Secretary-General, Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), and former Prime Minister of New Zealand, Helen Clark
· Thank you all for your valuable contributions and leadership on this critical issue.  
NOTABLE ATTENDEES 
Heads of State (speaking)
· H.E. Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister




Australia

· H.E. Denis Sassou-Nguesso, President



Congo

· H.E. Joseph Kabila, President




DRC 

· H.E. Lars Lǿkke Rasmussen, Prime Minister


Denmark

· H.E. Bharrat Jagdeo, President




Guyana

· H.E. Jens Stoltenberg, Prime Minister



Norway

· H.E. Michael T. Somare, Prime Minister



Papua New Guinea

· H.E. Fredrik Reinfeldt, Prime Minister



Sweden

· H.E. Gordon Brown, Prime Minister



United Kingdom

Heads of State (not speaking)

· H.E. Dimitris Christofias, President



Cyprus

· H.E. Hon. Tillman Thomas, Prime Minister


Grenada
· H.R.H. Prince Albert II





Monaco

· H.E. Dr. Danilo Türk, President




Slovenia

· H.E. Dr.  Jose  Ramos-Horta, President



Timor-Leste
Foreign Ministers (speaking)
· H.E. Fander Falconi, Minister of Foreign Affairs


Ecuador

· H.E. Hassan Wirajuda, Foreign Minister



Indonesia

· H.E. Datuk Anifah Hj. Aman, Foreign Minister


Malaysia

· H.E. Hillary Clinton, Secretary of State



United States

Ministers of Environment

· H.E. Hasan Mahmud, Minister of Environment 


Bangladesh

· H.E. Charles Michael, Minister of Development Cooperation 
Belgium

· H.E. Minister of Environment 




Colombia

· H.E. Sakihito Ozawa, Minister of Environment 


Japan

· H.E. Hameed Ullah Jan Afridi, 
Federal Minister for Environment 



Pakistan
