Efforts to combat deforestation and climate change through REDD+ initiative starts in Sulawesi
Palu, 13 October 2010 -- The United Nations- Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (UN-REDD) Indonesia programme kicks off its provincial activities with a formal launch in Palu, Central Sulawesi today. This launch marks a milestone for the programme’s regional activities, as Central Sulawesi is the pilot province for the UN-REDD Indonesia programme. The launching will be opened by several high-level officials, including the Governor of Prov. Sulteng as well as the UN Resident Coordinator.
REDD+ has become an eminent priority for Indonesia and the global community, since deforestation and forest degradation represent a major source of Green House Gas (GHG) emissions, in addition to hindering human development and threatening biodiversity. The Indonesia UN-REDD Programme is a collaborative effort between UNDP, UNEP and FAO which has been launched to assist the Government of Indonesia in its REDD+ readiness efforts. 
Many activities have already taken place, such as activities to build consensus on key issues for national REDD+ policy development. Among these activities, is UN-REDD Indonesia’s ongoing collaboration with the National Development Planning Agency (BAPPENAS) in conducting an inclusive multi-stakeholder consultation process that will produce the world’s first fully participatory National REDD+ Strategy. 
“REDD+ is an effort to address climate change by stopping the deforestation and forest degradation of Indonesia’s vast forests because most of Indonesia’s green house gas emissions come from deforestation and degradation of land,” said Mr. El Mostafa Benlamlih, UN Resident Coordinator in Indonesia. “UN-REDD wants to contribute to a transparent, accountable and participatory process, which will lead to both a reduction of GHG emissions, protection of the unique biodiversity of Indonesia, and improvement of people’s lives, especially potentially affected people and vulnerable groups.”  
On a provincial level, UN-REDD Indonesia will test methodologies related to Measurement, Reporting and Verification (MRV), such as forestry inventory and satellite monitoring, establish a regional Reference Emissions Level (REL) and work on payment mechanisms and multiple benefits, which includes biodiversity, poverty alleviation and maximizing of carbon benefits. 
The UN-REDD Indonesia programme will in all the activities work closely with local institutions and multi-stakeholders, both at provincial and district level. The forest inventory will for instance be implemented by BPKH and Dinas Kehutanan, and implementation of the Free Prior Informed Consent (FPIC) principle will be co-developed with local actors both on provincial and district levels. 
