



Draft Terms of Reference
International Consultant
Assessment of progress towards development of a national REDD Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) and Reference Emissions Levels (RELs) and related steps necessary for REDD readiness
Introduction 

The 13th Conference of the Parties (COP 13) of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) agreed in December 2007 to establish an international mechanism to finance Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation (REDD) that can be included in an agreed post-2012 global climate change framework. The Royal Government of Cambodia (RCG) in partnership with FAO and UNDP has begun a process to prepare the necessary strategies and frameworks to allow RCG to access future international REDD markets.  Under the coordination of a national REDD Technical Taskforce (RTT) it is anticipated that the REDD readiness Roadmap, to which this consultancy will contribute, will be completed between January and May 2010.

The consultant responsible for assessing progress towards development of a national REDD MRV and RELs and related steps necessary for REDD readiness will assist the RTT in preparing ToRs to develop an MRV and RELS to be included in an the REDD Readiness Roadmap for possible future financing.  The consultant will work closely with the RTT and other specialists involved in Roadmap preparation and will also liaise between the RTT and members of FAO and UNDP. All efforts will be made to review and build upon relevant past and ongoing national efforts, and to work in an open and participatory manner with attention to upgrading national capacity in focal areas. 

Considerable information and capacity already exist in relation to MRV systems and RELs that might inform the development of a plan for establishing future national level systems including the following:

· Comprehensive assessments of land use exist for Cambodia for the periods 1989, 1992-3, 1997, 2002 and 2006.  Datasets are not necessarily comparable or of equal quality and ONF/AFD have been supporting preliminary analysis of forest and carbon monitoring information in Cambodia;
· A large amount of remote-sensing imagery is available for land-use assessments and is held by the RGC’s Department of Geography and other government agencies;
· Forest inventory data of, as yet, unknown coverage and accuracy;

· Data on carbon stocks at specific sites;
Specific tasks
· Review of planned initiatives in relation to MRV and RELs;

· Assess possible MRV methods in view of anticipated requirements of REDD taking into consideration experience from other countries involved in REDD preparations and guidance provided by working groups associated with the UNFCCC REDD process, this should include a review of existing MRV systems (and implementation costs);
· Review of extent and accuracy of existing land-use assessments and of carbon stock and inventory data;
· Development of a plan for how to integrate sub-national REL and MRV systems, based on existing efforts (Eastern Plains, Northern Plains, Cardamoms), into a national system;

· Determination of required level of accuracy for a Cambodian MRV and of an appropriate system in relation to available RS imagery and related costs;

· Assessment of investment and capacity building requirements associated with developing an MRV system for deforestation and degradation (and isolating forest cover change hotspots); 
· Assessment of investment and capacity building requirements associated with developing a reference scenario of deforestation and degradation; 
· Support for a MRV and REL training and awareness-raising workshop for relevant stakeholders; and
· Assessment of existing coordination mechanisms among different sectors, and developing a system to integrate the REDD MRV into relevant sectors.
Outputs

1. ToRs/workplan for the implementation of a monitoring, reporting and verification system that will meet anticipated requirements of the global REDD markets and align with international norms and standards including:

(i) Work to determine verification mechanisms including by third parties to ensure credibility of carbon assets offered to buyers;

(ii) Acquisition of hard and software.

2. Specification of a workable remote sensing system to estimate and monitor forest cover and carbon density by forest type and condition;

3. Estimate of carbon density by forest type and condition;
4. ToRs/workplan for the development of a reference scenario of deforestation and degradation including: 
(i) assessment of changes in forest area, land cover and carbon density over the past decade(s); 
(ii) development of a historical trend in forest cover and carbon density change by forest type; 
(iii) review, consultation and approval of a national reference scenario by the RTT, other relevant authorities and independent experts and in response to policy guidance from UNFCCC;
5. Assessment of investment and capacity building requirements associated with implementation of activities included in the ToRs.
Expertise and Qualifications


The consultant for assessing progress towards development of a national REDD MRV and RELs and related steps necessary for REDD readiness shall have a minimum of ten years experience in areas including: remote sensing applications; land and forest cover assessment; forest inventory and volume estimation; computer modelling/forecasting, reference scenario construction; and forest management reporting and verification.  In addition, knowledge of forestry and climate change issues and related international processes will be an advantage as will experience of work in Southeast Asia and Cambodia in particular. The consultant is expected to be proficient in English and shall have appropriate qualifications in remote sensing/GIS or forestry/natural resource management at advanced level.

Duration of Assignment and Duty Station

The total duration of the assignment will be 4 months beginning in February 2010.

The duty station will be Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

