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UN‐REDD Programme – Civil Society Representative Nomination Form 

Please limit response length to two pages. Nominations must be submitted to csoselection@un‐redd.org by Friday, 
11 September 2009. Self‐nominations are accepted. 

 

1. Name of the candidate:   

 

2. Name of organization or network: 

 

3. Title (if applicable): 

 

4. Address/Country: 

 

5. Telephone/Fax/e‐mail: 

 

6. Language(s) spoken: 

 

7. Please describe the primary interests and functions of the organization and 
community/constituency that the candidate represents and what countries the organization is 
active in. 

 

 

 

8. Describe briefly the organization’s experience gathering and representing the diverse viewpoints 
of a range of communities or organizations, and disseminating and coordinating information and 
communications among a network of communities or organizations. 

 

 

 

9. Describe briefly your organization’s background and experience with multilateral agency 
programs, social and environmental issues related to forests, and the role of forests in response 
to climate change, including REDD.  

 

 

 

10. Describe the financial, technical and/or advisory arrangements your organization has with the 
UN‐REDD Programme, as well as the governments of the UN‐REDD pilot countries, NGOs, or 
private sector organizations as they pertain to the UN‐REDD process. 

 

 

 

Please send completed form to csoselection@un‐redd.org 


	TextField1: Barrister Rizwana Yusuf
	TextField1: Institute of Hazrat Mohammad SAW
	TextField1: Director
	TextField1: House 22, Road 27, Block K, Banani, Dhaka - 1213, Bangladesh
	TextField1: 0088 2 8860206, 8816478, 00882 8812679; email@ihmsaw.org; ihmsaw@gmail.com; 
	TextField1: English and Bengali
	TextField1: The organization is a research, discourse and dissemination based think tank that focuses on right’s based human development issues at individual and collective level.  The emphasis of its work is peace and peace building processes that requires addressing the challenges towards human security concerns of food, health, education, employment and environment from global perspective to Bangladesh country level impact.  The candidate Barrister Rizwana Yusuf, as a self motivated active member of the organization’s think tank group is concerned with the advocacy and legal rights aspect of environment related issues specifically on public and corporate sector compliance to reduce the environment and related degradation at the country level for mitigating its impact on climate change.  She has represented Bangladesh and the organization in the national and international colloquium at academics, policy and development discourse platforms through participation and paper presentations. Additionally, she has taken up the gender, Diaspora and human rights agenda related to environment and resulting dislocation and its effect within the socio-economic context specifically in relation to poverty alleviation.  In this regard, she has participated in a conference on environmental governance and democracy organized by Yale Law School and UNITAR. She presented a paper on advocating Public Participation for Establishing Environmental Governance. Furthermore, she has done extensive research on the issue of Diminishing Deforestation and Poverty Alleviation through Bio-Energy.
	TextField1: Composed of experts from different fields that represent the public, private and NGO sectors the Institute is a body of learned professionals.  Therefore, even as a young organization the Institute has since its inception made distinct efforts to launch public awareness and advocacy programs through organizing international conferences, participating in global meets and enhancing public-private partnerships to express solidarity with United Nations designated international days.  Through these routes the Institute has engaged multi-sector, discipline and dimensional inputs on the various subjects of its research and advocacy work. The organization participated and presented papers in international conferences on diverse and expansive range such as Climate Change, Rights of people with disabilities and the UN Convention, Globalization and Minorities, Globalization and Communication, Islamic Alternatives to Poverty Alleviation, Environment and Governance, Leadership and Media in World Economy – UN and ICT Paradigm.  Spread all over the world these platforms for participation equipped the organization with the experience of networking and information sharing and gathering.  It significantly, strengthened the Institute’s capacity for advocacy and process research providing impetus for creating the scope to generate diverse viewpoints.  Concurrently, the Institute organized international conferences and seminars in collaboration with the diplomatic and cultural missions of Italy and Germany in Bangladesh.  It also launched the Corporate Social Responsibility aspect of inclusion and compliance through engaging the private business and corporate sectors.  Participated by scholars, academicians, researchers, social scientists and development partners the conference topics included Religion, Globalization and Democracy, Inter-religious Cooperation for Peace Building, Consensus Building and Good Governance, Culture Sensitive HIV/AIDS Prevention Communication, Legal Rights of the Visually Impaired and E-accessibility.  As such the organization helped create an environment conducive for unique opportunities for erudite colloquium on issues that impact humanity and human concerns. The process has generated a modality for wider, effective and qualitative discourse that represents voices of experience from policy to implementation levels and from target community to decision maker aspect.  These innovative approaches provided the organization the distinctive position of accredited member in the World Bank Civil Society Forum and the UN Global Compact.  The organization website www.ihmsaw.org provides detailed information. 
	TextField1: As a research based think tank for advocacy the organization has been working in collaboration and participation with the multi-lateral agencies.  The Institute has actively participated in the World Bank Civil Society meetings specifically on subjects of climate change and its integration on mainstream development agenda of NGO and civil society programs presenting contextually Asian perspective.  Participation in the Annual Bank Conference on Development Economics of the World Bank and presentation on Clean Energy for Rural Bangladesh in the High¬-Level Dialogue on Climate in Asia by Asian Development Bank has put the organization in the regional map for environment degradation impact mitigation policy advocacy paradigm. This presentation emphasized the role of preserving forests to protect against the environmental degradation and thereby, mitigate the negative impact of climate change. The presentation emphasized the role of preserving forests to prevent against environmental degradation, as a source of clean energy and for poverty reduction.  Mitigating the negative impact of climate change through creating a green house gas and carbon emission protection by way of preserving natural forests and establishing reforestation standards was the focus of the discourse by the presenters. Furthermore, the organization has joined the civil society discourse on UN Convention for Persons with Disabilities and carried out the first ever leadership training for non-profit sector in Bangladesh conducted jointly with the University of Peace.  Additionally, it has the experience of interacting with the development partners like the UNDP, UNAIDS, WHO, ICDDR’B at country level on issues of health especially HIV/AIDS and its various socio-cultural aspects for prevention, care and support.  
	TextField1: The organization has not initiated work with the UN-REDD piloting countries.  However, Institute has launched its academic based collaboration in Bangladesh with ITN-BUET, British Council, UCL through participation and ensuing network and discourse on “International Conference on Climate Change Impacts and Adaptation Strategies for Bangladesh”. However, the Institute has worked at International Level  as a research based think tank Organization through participation and presentation of the paper, Advocating  public participation in environmental Governance and democracy” at the conference “ Environmental Governance and Democracy” at Yale Law school, USA and also participated in the High Level Dialogue on Climate Change at ADB . The Institute does not have direct financial technical and /or advisory arrangement with the UN REDD program. As UN REDD process has not as yet been initiated in Bangladesh, the organization could not take up the advocacy or any pilot program based on UN REDD implementation process.



