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Ministers noted the revival of forestry issues being raised in international forums in recent years. They stressed that the fight

against environmental degradation and climate change cannot be won unless our forests are managed in a sustainable
manner.

They noted the importance placed on reducing emission from deforestation and forest degradation (REDD) and the need to
enhance removals of greenhouse gas emission by forests as stated in the Copenhagen Accord. Ministers stressed that
agreement to provide positive incentives to such actions through the immediate establishment of a mechanism including
REDD-plus, to enable the mobilization of financial resources from developed countries, must be urgently realized. Also
important is to ensure the technology development and transfer and capacity-building to developing countries.

Ministers highlighted enhancing International Environmental Governance (IEG) that supports sustainable development and
sustainable forest management in developing countries is important. They welcomed in this regard efforts that would lead to
an agreement on |IEG in the context of an International Framework of Sustainable Development when we meet at the United
Nations Conference on Sustainable Development to be held in Brazl in 2012.
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Looking forward to 2010, Ministers emphasized that the forthcoming global climate deal must include the issue of forest as an
integral component. Ministers also stressed the importance to ensure that the protection and enhancement of forests are part
of the 2010 biodiversity targets under the Convention on Biodiversity. In this connection Ministers also emphasize the
importance of finalizing the international regime on Access and Benefit-sharing by 2010.

Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to ensure that tropical rainforests, which serve as sources of livelihood and repository
of the cultural heritage of vast numbers of people, as well as serving as habitat for diverse biological species and
storehouses of genetic resources, can help sustain present and future generations.

Ministers welcome the admission of Guatemala, Guyana, and Suriname into the Forest Eleven.

Ministers look forward to participating in the UNEP Governing Council/ Environmental Ministers Forum.
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