
Expert: 
International expert on reviewing methodologies for establishment of Reference Emission Levels (RELs) and Reference Level (RL) 
Output: 
1.2 

Responsible UN Agency: FAO 

National/International: International P4 level
Duration: 
6 person/weeks on “When-Actually-Employed” basis 
Dec 2009 – March 2010
Duty station: 
Expert’s home base and travel to Hanoi as necessary
Background:
The UN-REDD Programme assists Vietnam to strengthen the country’s capacity to be ready for REDD implementation. One of the key analyses forest changes including the major driving forces of change; development to assess a national Reference Emission Level (REL) from deforestation and/or forest degradation, and national Reference Level (RL) from sustainable management of forests and from enhancement of carbon stocks, leading to a national reference scenario through time of greenhouse gas emissions and removals. The RELs and RL should be consistent with and support the goals of the Vietnam National Target Programme to Respond to Climate Change. Therefore, the REL and RL to be developed should meet international requirements/standards and suit the national circumstances.   
Objectives:
The overall objective of the assignment is to provide technical advice on the establishment of REL and RL for Vietnam.  

Supervision:
Under the general supervision of the Budget Holder of FAO (FAO Representative of Viet Nam) and the NPD; and under the direct supervision of the Lead Technical Officer of the FAO Forest Resources Management Unit (FOMR); and in close collaboration with the National REDD Team Leader, other national and international organizations and donors working towards generating RELs and RL in Viet Nam.
The consultant will take on the following specific responsibilities: 

· Review methodologies for estimation of forest carbon stock and monitoring the changes, and establishment of RELs and RL at the national and sub-national levels proposed by various parties;

· Review literature on the dynamics and trends of forest changes in Vietnam, availability of historical forest inventory and remote sensing data  and its potential use for estimation of forest carbon stock and RELs;

· Review literature on methodologies for the assessment of Vietnam national circumstances and national capabilities and capacities. National circumstances are also related to socio-economic aspects of Vietnam’s development;
· Review requirements of preparing the National Communication to UNFCCC and current systems on forest monitoring and assessment and GHG Inventory in Vietnam;
· Recommend options for establishment of REL and RL that are suitable for Viet Nam situation; 

· Follow-up on international technical dialogue on RELs establishment and reflect the most updated developments in recommended options for Viet Nam; 

· Engage in dialogue with the related National REDD Network and Technical Working Group members to form consensus among members of the most relevant options for RELs establishment in Viet Nam; and 
· Perform other tasks as directed by NPD and FAO designated officer. 

Qualifications, Experience and Competencies 
· Post graduate degree in Environmental Science, Natural Resource Management, Environmental Economics, or similar. 

· At least 5 years of working experience on forest inventory, monitoring and assessment and experience on these fields in Vietnam is required 
· Depth of knowledge of and practical experience on REDD related issues and forest monitoring and assessment. 

· Proficiency in both spoken and written English. 
