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TWELVE KEY
QUESTIONS:




The forestry sector is represented in

more than 80% of NDCs in Asia-Pacific.
What information was used to develop these
commitments, and how was it compiled?

“Establishing a quality
control system to ensure
data consistency and
reliability is key.?’

Vu Tan Phuong
Vietnam Academy of Forest Sciences







Forestry and climate change mitigation:

Is the level of ambition achievable and
realistic with or without external resources?

The level of ambition for the forestry
sector often neglects realities on the ground.

Increasing access to external resources
(domestic and international)
is necessary to meet the NDC targets.




To mobilise domestic funds, national stakeholders must recognise that the responsibility for financing the forestry sector
extends beyond the government. Forest enterprises need to be encouraged or incentivised to invest in NDC objectives.
Commercial banks need to be motivated to invest in forest-based climate change mitigation. Companies involved in
land-intensive commodities such as rubber and oil palm must be incentivised to engage in ambitious interventions such as
zero-deforestation commitments across the region.

Countries can leverage international support to catalyse domestic investments. To do so, they must first develop the
technical tools and policy measures that will facilitate implementation of the NDCs. For example, the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) provided initial funding for crafting the Payment for Forest Ecosystem Services (PFES)
scheme in Viet Nam, which has contributed to an enhanced flow of domestic investments to the forestry sector. Viet Nam
is now preparing a pilot policy on payment for carbon sequestration as an extension of the PFES scheme.

Multilateral funds have a critical role in incentivising the paradigm shifts that are necessary for the forestry sector to
contribute to climate change mitigation goals. However, countries in Asia-Pacific with the greatest need for such funds
often face substantial challenges to access them, through pre-conditions such as completion of the Warsaw Framework
elements for the GCF’'s REDD+ Results-Based Payments (RBPs) window. The recent development of the GCF’'s REDD+
Simplified Approval Process (SAP) can help LDCs to meet these requirements. Furthermore, countries are increasingly
required to demonstrate tangible results in terms of GHG emission reductions, including information on uncertainty. Although
obtaining such data can be technically challenging, more countries in the region are opting to include information on uncertainty

in their FREL/FRLs. This can help improve investor confidence and hence enhance access to international financing for NDCs.




Forestry and climate change adaptation:

Is the level of ambition achievable and
realistic with or without external resources?

“Build local capacities to
help incorporate forestry
adaptation targets into
development plans.”’

Rizaldi Boer

Executive Director

Centre for Climate Risk and
Opportunity Management
at Bogor University (IPB)

1
Adaptation actions in the

forestry sector are critically
under-researched ??

Vincent Gitz

Director

CGIAR Research Program

on Forests, Trees and Agroforestry
at CIFOR




With increasing availability of high quality

information and data, what opportunities exist
for better reflection of forests’ contribution in
NDCs?

13
Building capacity of national

technical staff is critical for
revising and updating NDCs?’

Chhun Delux

Deputy Director of Forest Industry and
International Cooperation Department,
Cambodia Forest Administration
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The Paris Agreement requires parties to submit a Biennial Transparency Report (BTR)
that contains a national greenhouse gas inventory and the “information necessary to track
progress made in implementing and achieving” their NDCs. According to the Katowice
Rulebook, in order to increase the efficiency of activities undertaken as part of the Convention,
the new transparency system should replace the existing reports and the current data review
systems. The Rulebook requires parties to report progress on the implementation of their

NDCs including the following actions:

& &

Describe its NDC in such a way Identify quantitative and/or Clearly indicate its accounting
that progress against its targets qualitative indicators to track its approach and how it is consistent
or goals can be tracked. progress and provide current with its type of NDC.

information for each of these

indicators.

, A
0000 @
000 —
After the conclusion of its Provide a structured summary Provide information on its actions,
contribution period, provide an of the information in its BTR policies and measures, together
assessment of whether it has with estimates, if possible, of the
achieved its NDC. expected and achieved emission

reductions.

This required information must be provided in the BTRs, except for LDCs and Small
Island Developing States (SIDS), which may submit such information as their capacity allows.
Source: Explaining the Paris Rulebook, World Resources Institute 2019



At COP 24, parties decided to adjust Biennial

Update Reports (BURs) to Biennial Transparency
Reports (BTRs). What are the implications for
reporting on forests?

12

(11
There are limits to trans-

parency. You don’t want to
show everything that’s in your
kitchen.”?

Moira Moeliono
Senior Policy Analyst, CIFOR

13
Countries will need very strong

financial and technical support
for collecting data on land-use
change, under

the different management
regimes.”’

Xia Chaozong

Division Director

China Academy of Inventory
and Planning




Lastly, while most significant changes in the transition from BURs to BTRs relate to technical report-
ing requirements, changes in the terminology itself can matter. The word ‘transparency’, for instance, has different
implications for various audiences, and may have connotations with respect to national sovereignty,
human rights, intellectual property rights and corporate law. Transparency of results does not necessarily mean that
all source data is open to public scrutiny. Mistrust within and between countries will not disappear by incorporating the

word ‘transparency’ into reporting frameworks.




Noting that most NDCs have not specified

accounting approaches for land use,
how could countries move towards a common

approach?

14

111
To make harmonised GHG

accounting approaches work,
the highest level of political
support is required.”’

Thaung Naing Oo
Director
Myanmar Forest Research Institute




What are the implications of the Enhanced

Transparency Framework (ETF) for
the forestry sector and what can be learned
from MRV and M&E experience to date?

To monitor their NDC contributions through the ETF, countries
need to improve their capacity on MRV, and facilitate learning
exchanges among other sectors and countries.

1]
To ensure transparency in

achieving targets, improve
country specific activity data
and emission factors.”’
RaeHyun Kim

Senior Scientist

National Institute of Forest Science
(NIFoS)

13
Participatory elements of

NAP stocktaking are key to
achieving inclusive processes
in monitoring adaptation
actions in the NDCs.”’

Kalpana Giri

Senior Program Officer
RECOFTC

Monitoring adaptation actions of NDCs can be done in an inclusive manner,
but further research is needed to develop measurable indicators.
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Although many NAPs and NDCs include Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) plans for adaptation actions, there are
comparatively fewer resources available for implementing M&E tools than for MRV of mitigation actions. First, indicators
for measuring progress towards reduced vulnerability or increased resilience are less clear than those used for mitigation
targets. For example, two years of consultations on development of key adaptation indicators has not yet yielded
a national consensus in Indonesia. This process typically involves multiple sectors and different levels of administration,
which takes time. Another challenging task is to link these M&E frameworks to the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and harmonise sectoral approaches. This can be facilitated by a centralised information platform. At regional
level, a climate change adaptation information platform established by Japan can offer a means to pool information and

share knowledge on monitoring approaches.




Maximising forests’ potential as a carbon sink:

What will this require in terms of
policies, regulations, rights, and coordination
between forestry and other sectors?
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“We often forget that
functions are as important
as structures. We need to
question why the structures
that we have in place don’t
work.”?

Moira Moeliono
Senior Policy Analyst
CIFOR at Bogor University (IPB)

111
Countries should strive for

strong commitments from all
actors, especially non-state
actors?’

Haruni Krisnawati

Coordinator of International Tropical
Peatland Centre in Indonesia




What key technical and institutional capacity

building needs for forestry sector stakeholders
are required to fulfil NDC commitments?
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“We must put people at the
centre of the equation. Are
we ready to understand local
realities where these actions
will be implemented???

Kalpana Giri
Senior Program Officer
RECOFTC

13
We should pay more attention

to smallholders, improve their
management practices and
increase their income from
forestry activities.”?

Xia Chaozong

Division Director
China Academy of Inventory and Planning




Furthermore, capacity development must also take account of significant social transitions and changes in objectives of
local communities. For example, the Asia-Pacific region has witnessed rapid urbanisation and a shortage of rural labour in
many areas over the last few decades. Whether forests are viewed as a sink or a source of GHG emissions affects the way
that other functions of forests are viewed. Some countries may choose to reduce access rights or reverse decentralisation
policies as part of their approach to a forest conservation strategy aimed at enhancing the role of forests as carbon sinks.
Safeguards and grievance-redress mechanisms are therefore essential tools for forest-dependent people. It is important
for climate negotiators and government delegates to be aware of these concerns and processes, and thus find ways to

match global aspirations on climate and forestry policies with the needs and realities in local communities.




What are the challenges to raising

domestic investments to achieve
forestry goals in NDCs, and how can
they be overcome?

Channelling funds to the forestry sector would require significant
changes in the way that we value our forests, distribute public
finance, and work with private finance.

1]
We need to align business

opportunities with our goals
of increasing forest cover and
improving local livelihoods.”?
Thaung Naing Oo

Director
Myanmar Forest Research Institute

Despite these challenges, successful cases of innovative
financing exist, and can be scaled up.
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How can international public and private

investments be effectively targeted towards
forestry actions under NDCs? How can
multilateral funds help?

Responding to the changing priorities of multilateral and private funds,

countries must render the forestry sector more attractive through setting clear
and achievable targets, as well as introducing innovative financing mechanisms.
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13
Effective targeting of forest

sector investments is depen-
dent on complementarity and
coherence in financing ap-
proaches. i

Marc Dumas-Johansen
Senior Forest and Land Use Specialist
GCF

13
We need to look at, and learn

from, the full range of research
results, both positive and
negative.”’

Vincent Gitz

Director

CGIAR Research Program on Forests,
Trees and Agroforestry at CIFOR




The experience of REDD+ RBPs will also allow countries to share the results and impacts of policies and
measures, whether positive or negative. The need for documentation of ineffective or failed projects is becoming
more widely appreciated. Most of this information, if it exists, is contained in informal or grey literature, and there is a
need to encourage more explicit recording and sharing of such lessons. This is more challenging to do at the policy level,
where national governments may not be obliged to admit mistakes, but informal exchanges among technical colleagues

can start to open up such discussions.




How can countries use climate

finance and market mechanisms for
forestry and land use to implement
their NDCs?
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A remaining challenge is nesting of small-scale or sub-national projects and initiatives within a national accounting system for
meeting NDC targets. Though results will be assessed at the national level, many countries, including Cambodia
and Indonesia, already have forestry VCM projects within their territories. Such projects have enabled countries to take
practical, measurable steps towards external investment in forest-based emission reductions, while the international compliance
market is yet to be formalised. Cooperation between countries in the region continues, for example with the Republic of Korea
exploring opportunities to meet its NDC targets through small-scale projects in in Cambodia, Myanmar and Lao PDR. For developing
countries, this poses two key problems. First, there is the technical matter of resolving national-scale MRV with the more
intensive, detailed accounting required for voluntary, small-scale projects. Second, there is the challenge of incorporating
these initiatives into the national accounting system, in order to avoid double counting of emission reductions. To make
this happen, investor confidence in transparency and the rule of law should be improved and implementing countries

must obtain the capacity to resolve these issues.
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