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            Concept Note

REDD+ Legal Expert Consultation Meeting

“Legal Preparedness for REDD+: Country needs and sources of expert support”  
FAO Headquarters
Tuesday 25th September 2012
Background 
REDD+ is a financial mechanism negotiated in the context of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), with the aim to compensate developing countries for reductions in carbon emissions through specific activities in the forest sector. 

The issues to be addressed through REDD+ are complex in nature and REDD+ in-country implementation will be strongly influenced by the presence or lack of legal frameworks.  Adequate legal frameworks can help to address environmental, social, and economic issues related to REDD+ in a consistent way, in line with international provisions set out by the UNFCCC. Indeed, several countries that are in process of finalizing or implementing their REDD+ national strategies have started identifying needs for reforms of their national legislation related to forest. 

Legal preparedness for REDD+ featured prominently in the Country Needs Assessment recently conducted by UN-REDD and FCPF.  Indeed, the progress made by countries in their REDD+ efforts since the Cancun Agreements, and the rapid development of the UN-REDD Programme, led the UN-REDD Policy Board to request a Country Needs Assessment (CNA) among UN-REDD and FCPF countries in order to inform the planning of future national and global programmes.  In parallel, the Participants Committee (PC) of the FCPF also requested an assessment of REDD+ country readiness needs in order to guide further support to REDD+ countries. 
The CNA report mentions several REDD+ readiness aspects with legal implications, such as: 

· Legal evaluation on how to integrate carbon rights, under the actual legislation, including coordination and consultation on how to assign carbon rights;
· Identification of institutional strengthening requirements, for example to improve law enforcement capacities;
· Formally recognized and applied mechanisms for conflict resolution under REDD+ (carbon rights, IP land tenure, others);

· Assessment of how existing laws, policies, programs and practices incentivize deforestation and forest degradation;
· Identify specific reforms in legislation and policies that can be addressed in the short term;

· Legally defined institutional arrangements with clarified competencies and technical capabilities.
LEG-REDD+ Project 

Based on the expertise of the Development Law Service of FAO, the LEG-REDD+ Project aims to assist developing countries in strengthening their legal capacity for REDD+ implementation, through increasing the understanding of legal and regulatory aspects of the REDD+ mechanisms at global level and supporting the development of robust and coherent legal frameworks for REDD+ at national level.   
Particularly, building on lessons learned from country experiences, and in collaboration with key international partners (UNDP, UNEP, IUCN, Globe International, IDLO, Cambridge Programme Research, etc.), LEG-REDD+ aims to enhance the understanding of legal challenges identified by REDD+ countries, support the legal preparedness for REDD+ and assist in the formulation of legal reforms for REDD+ implementation, adopting a participatory approach.  
Our counterparts are national governments of UN-REDD countries seeking legal support in implementing their REDD+ programmes or strategies, including countries that have identified a need to update or review existing legal frameworks for the successful implementation of REDD+. 
Our approach consists in supporting ongoing national processes in the legislative review, law enforcement or enactment of legal reforms, including the development of capacities and knowledge concerning the main legal aspects related to REDD+.   
The REDD+ Legal Expert Consultation Meeting and COFO
The REDD+ Legal Expert Consultation Meeting will take place on Tuesday 25 September at FAO Headquarters in conjunction with the Committee on Forestry (COFO) and the World Forest Week (24-28 September 2012). The Committee on Forestry is the highest FAO Forestry statutory body. The biennial sessions of COFO (held at FAO headquarters in Rome, Italy) bring together Heads of Forest Services and other Senior Government Officials to identify emerging policy and technical issues, to seek solutions and to advise FAO and others on appropriate action. Other international organizations and, increasingly, non-governmental groups participate in COFO. 
For this year, REDD+ issues have been prioritized by the FAO Regional Forestry Commissions which determine the content of the COFO agenda. Furthermore, COFO can be catalytic for the participants to contextualize REDD+ priorities within the broader context of the sustainable forest management (SFM).  
Objectives
The two objectives of the REDD+ Legal Expert Consultation Meeting are:
· First, to share country experiences and expert views on major legal considerations related to REDD+, in order to identify key lessons learned and legal challenges for REDD+.  In this context, FAO will present a legal analysis of cross-cutting issues for REDD+ implementation, based on lessons learned from Zambia, Mexico and Vietnam.

· Second, to discuss country needs in relation to the type of legal support required to implement REDD+, including their expectations regarding the next phase of LEG-REDD+. Particularly, in response to governments’ requests, for the next phase LEG-REDD+ may provide legislative support to UN-REDD countries. This could include the revision of forest related legal frameworks to identify gaps and inconsistencies impeding REDD+ implementation and the formulation of recommendations to enact legal reforms in response to national priorities.  

Participants  

The participants will be UN-REDD government representatives and members of the civil society as well as international legal experts involved in supporting the legal capacity of REDD+ countries.  
Government representatives of UN-REDD countries, legal experts, representatives of the civil society attending the meeting will have the opportunity to introduce their own perspective regarding the main legal considerations related to REDD+ implementation.  (The programme of the meeting will soon be shared among the invitees).     
Accommodation, Registration and Visa Requirements
1) Details concerning hotel arrangements and transports to FAO Headquarters are available at: http://www.fao.org/forestry/cofo/78122/en/
2) Regarding the registration,  please consider the following aspects:
· REDD+ coordinators and representatives of country delegations will follow the accreditation procedures for COFO.  The participants are requested to use the Main FAO Entrance in Building A and proceed to the Turkish Registration Centre to the immediate left to register and pick up their Building Pass. Building Passes will be issued only after receipt of completed Registration Forms. A valid identity document will need to be presented to registration officials to collect the Building Pass. 

· Members of partner institutions and representatives of the civil society exclusively invited to the REDD+ Legal Expert Consultation Meeting are requested to use the Main Entrance of in Building A at the main Registration Center. A valid identity document will need to be presented to registration officials. 

3) Please remember that a valid passport is needed for your travel, and visas may be also required. Check the expiration of your passport ahead of time, and make sure that it will be valid throughout the trip. Participants requiring visas must obtain these from the Italian Consulate or competent Diplomatic Mission in their country before leaving for Rome. Visa applications must be submitted well in advance of departure, as up to three weeks may be required for an Italian visa to be issued. In case that you need one, please present the invitation letter to the Italian Consulate or competent Diplomatic Mission in your country to facilitate the process. Participants are also advised to contact their Country Representation to FAO for any related matter. 
4) To facilitate registration procedures please fill the form below and send it back to Francesca.FelicaniRobles@fao.org   
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Annex I 

Registration Form
“Legal Preparedness for REDD+: Country needs and sources of expert support”  
FAO Headquarters

Tuesday 25th September 2012

Please return this form to register your attendance by August 31st, 2012 

by e-mailing it to Francesca.FelicaniRobles@fao.org 
	First Name
	

	Surname
	

	Title
	

	Organization/Country

	

	Address


	

	Telephone
	

	Mobile
	

	Fax
	

	Email
	

	Passport number
	


