Α CHRONOLOGY OF MILESTONES IN THE INTERFACE BETWEEN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES AND THE UNITED NATIONS 
I. Major characteristics of Indigenous Peoples’ issues at the UN 1945 to 1993


Establishing the first international institutional foundations


* In 1957 the ILO began investigations of forced labour of “native populations” and adopted a legal instrument, Convention No. 107—later criticized as assimilationist by the indigenous movement, something that led to the elaboration of ILO Convention No. 169 (see below).

*1972: we had the launch, by the Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of Minorities, of the [Martinez Cobo ]Study on the problem of discrimination against indigenous populations.  Study began at the time of the start of the indigenous movement. Time of an  increased involvement of Native Americans with the civil rights movement of this country-birth of an American Indian  movement in the USA.  This framed the nascent international indigenous movement in human rights terms-a landmark historical moment. 

* 1970's: we witnessed the establishment of an international indigenous movement; first international meeting among indigenous leaders at the UN in Geneva in 1977. The methodology of the UN study was  adapted by the UN Secretariat so as to include indigenous peoples’ input. 37 monographs created.
*1977 – February - Regional meeting in Panama leads to the creation of a Central American Indigenous Organisation (CORPI – Consejo Regional Pueblos Indígenas) to function as a regional constitutent organization within the World Council of Indigenous Peoples (WCIP).
*1977 – June – First Inuit Circumpolar Conference with Inuit from Canada, Greenland, and Alaska hosted by Eben Hopson, Mayor of  the North Slope Borough, Alaska.

*1977 – August - 2nd WCIP conference in Kiruna, Sweden – includes a statement by indigenous women

*1977 – NGO conference on indigenous peoples held in UN facilities in Geneva (Declaration of Principles for the Defense of the Indigenous Nations and Peoples of the Western Hemisphere), and with active involvement of the IITC. 

*1977 - First national Congress of the indigenous peoples of Ecuador

*1977 – IITC obtains consultative status with ECOSOC

* The final UN study on the problem of discrimination against indigenous peoples was published from 1982 to 1984. It is the most voluminous UN study and one that took the longest to complete.[It is on the website of SPFII].

* 1982: we had the establishment of the UN Working Group on Indigenous Populations of the Sub-Commission—the first indigenous-specific body; 5 experts; mandate to “review recent developments regarding the human rights of indigenous populations, and to develop international standards”.

*1983: in an unprecedented breakthrough, the WG decided to allow participation in its work by representatives of indigenous communities/peoples/nations, i.e. even those who do not have consultative status with the UN. From 15 NGOs participating in 1983, today some 2000 indigenous representatives participate at the annual sessions of the UNPFII in New York. 
* In 1984 the UN established a Voluntary Fund for Indigenous Populations to assist indigenous grass roots organizations to travel to Geneva to the Working Group. In other words, there was tremendous emphasis on the direct participation of indigenous peoples at the UN, so that their voice would be heard loud and clear. This Fund still exists to support participation in the UNPFII and another new mechanism of the Human Rights Council.

* In 1989 the ILO adopted Convention No.169 on Indigenous and Tribal peoples in Independent Countries, to replace Convention No 107 that had been critiqued as assimilationist (20  countries have ratified it) .

*1991 – The idea of a “permanent forum” originates in the UN seminar on self-government held in Greenland.

*1992 – UN Conference on the Environment and Development (Rio) calls upon UN organs, programs and specialized agencies to adopt mechanisms that would ensure the coherent and coordinated incorporation of the views of indigenous people in the design and implementation of all policies and  programs.

* In 1993 the WG completed a Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, a document which was held in high esteem by indigenous peoples, created with their participation and expressing indigenous peoples aspirations. States, had little participation at the drafting, taking a back seat until then (as a result, the Working Group on the Draft Declaration of the Commission on Human Rights).
* 1993 was proclaimed International Year of the World’s Indigenous People “to strengthen international cooperation for the solution of problems faced by indigenous communities in areas such as human rights, the environment, development, education and health”.  Rigoberta Menchu was named Goodwill Ambassador for the International Year by the UN Secretary-General.

*1993 the UN World Conference on Human Rights recommends that the General Assembly establish a permanent forum for indigenous issues in the UN system

II. Major characteristics of Indigenous Peoples’ issues at the UN after 1993


From human rights standard-setting to monitoring to programmes

· Monitoring of human rights: Special Rapporteur on the human rights and fundamental freedoms of indigenous people is established in  2000, by the then UN Commission on Human Rights-now UN Human Rights Council

· Other mechanisms are created for the promotion of indigenous peoples’ issues : the two International Decades of the World’s
Indigenous People, 1994-2004 and 2005-2015: opening to the international development agenda

· Establishment and role of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues by the Economic and Social Council, 2000. A high level body with a unique composition of 16 members (8 government-nominated and 8 indigenous-nominated members) and a broad mandate (human rights, economic and social development, environment, health, education, culture; raising awareness about indigenous issues; promoting coordination about indigenous issues; producing relevant material, such as research, publications etc).

· Norm-creation: after more than 20 years of negotiations, the UN General Assembly adopts the UN-Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, September 2007 

· In 2008 the UN Development Group (UNDG, a coordinating mechanism that brings together all UN system agencies dealing with development) adopts the UNDG Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues aiming to bring and implement the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the policies of the UNPFII to the field level.

· In 2008 the Human Rights Council creates the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to advise the Council through the preparation of studies requested by the Council.

