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12-14 Sept. 2011, Mexico City
Overview

· This 3-day workshop was commissioned by FCPF and organised by the Centro de Investigaciones en Geografía Ambiental of the Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (CIGA-UNAM).  
· Over 65 participants were involved from 15 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America as well as from Europe, the United States of America and Canada. Participants included governments, IPs, NGOs and academics/researchers.

· The aim was to discuss and reach a consensus on how community monitoring can link with and contribute to national systems of Monitoring, Reporting and Verification (MRV) under national programmes for Reduced Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD+). The workshop focused mainly on MRV of carbon, though there was some attention on MRV of safeguards.
· The UN-REDD Programme was represented by Gaya Sriskanthan (UNDP) and Rosa Roman-Cuesta (FAO).  Patrick Van Laake also participated as UN-REDD staff but gave a presentation based on the pre-UN-REDD work he had carried out with the Kyoto, Think Global, Act Local (KTGAL) project that he has been involved with in the past.
· A number of presentations were given on: examples of community level monitoring; the link between community forest management and REDD+; how community level monitoring can feed into national level MRV systems; how national MRV systems could support community level monitoring; a review of different monitoring techniques; country examples of community involvement in monitoring; 

Key conclusions and outcomes:
· Overall, there was strong, unanimous support for the appropriate involvement of communities in MRV from all parties represented.

· A special side meeting was held between the UN-REDD and FCPF representatives to discuss how the outcomes of the workshop would be used by FCPF and how UN-REDD could potentially coordinate. FCPF noted that the outputs should be used by countries as they felt was appropriate and there would be no targeted activities to support uptake of the outcomes. 
· It was decided that UNDP and FAO should coordinate to understand how the UN-REDD Programme wants to support community involvement in MRV, recognising the significance of the outputs of this workshop.
· The UN-REDD Programme should be aware of the conclusions and recommendations of the workshop, which included the following:

· The contribution of community forestry to REDD+ goals;

· Identification of potential barriers to linking community level data with national level MRV systems;

· What is needed to support community monitoring of biomass; 

· Conditions that would be required to enable mapping, georeferencing and visualising data from communities to be used in nation-wide accounting systems;

· General principles on how data gathered by communities be used in the context of safeguards for REDD+;
· Actions that could be taken to convince actors that were skeptical of the value and applicability of community level monitoring to REDD+
· Important messages and next steps were developed by the following separate sub groups: each region represented (Africa, Asia, Latin America); civil society; indigenous peoples; and researchers and service providers. 
· General consensus was formed on 4 key messages:
1. Community monitoring, both for carbon and for other variables such as those needed for assessing safeguards, can form an important part of national MRV systems for REDD+;  

2. National governments would need to take the lead in developing protocols suited for community carbon monitoring, following international standards, but adjusted to local circumstances such that the data can flow smoothly into the national MRV database.  
3. National governments need to support an inclusive and participatory process with regard to the development of safeguards, including monitoring by local and indigenous communities.  

4. The need for the involvement of communities in these processes should be recognised at the level of UNFCCC.
