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	1. Practice area : Environment and Energy


	2. Mission period (incl. of travel days) 

From : 28 August 2012                                  to : 1 Sept 2012

	3. Type of mission : 

Regional dialogue with indigenous peoples (IP) representatives from the Asia-Pacfic region

	4. Clients 

Indigenous peoples’ representatives, CSO representatives, government representatives

	5. Purpose of mission 
To assist in organising and facilitating the meeting; to present on the UN-REDD Programme’s work to support the full and effective participation of IPs; to respond to questions regarding the UN-REDD Programme’s work in this area; to strengthen the relationship between the UN-REDD Programme and key indigenous peoples stakeholders.
	6. Documents, materials, resources
All Information, documents and presentations relating to the Dialogue is available on the UN-REDD Programme workspace:

http://www.unredd.net/index.php?option=com_docman&task=cat_view&gid=2585&Itemid=53


	7. Mission members
Gaya Sriskanthan

	8. Costs
Financed by UN-REDD Programme

	9. Brief summary of the mission 
· The purpose of the Dialogue was to: 
(i)
To provide updates on the UN-REDD Programme’s Asia-Pacific regional and global activities;

(ii)
To discuss the UN-REDD Programme’s approach to governance and safeguards (e.g., social and environmental safeguards, recourse mechanisms, accountability, Participatory Governance Assessments, FPIC, anti-corruption measures and other relevant issues);  

(iii)
To discuss the UN-REDD Programme’s approaches and progress in stakeholder engagement in the region;

(iv)
To review and discuss current views and concerns of indigenous peoples regarding the UN-REDD Programme’s work in the region;

(v)
To discuss and plan activities and mechanisms to improve the engagement of indigenous peoples in the UN-REDD Programme; 

(vi)
To discuss ways of strengthening processes to apply social and environmental safeguards in the region, including the application of FPIC. 
· The Dialogue, held at the request of indigenous peoples representatives from the Asia-Pacific region, was organized jointly by UNDP’s Regional Service Center and UNDP in New York, in collaboration with the Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact, to discuss the UN-REDD Programme’s activities in the region as well as global level guidance on REDD+ readiness

·  Attended by over 70 people, including 40 representatives from IP organizations from 10 countries in the region as well as representatives from Africa and Latin America, 12 government representatives from 7 UN-REDD Partner Countries, UN-REDD Programme staff, donors and other UN and CSO representatives.
· Countries in the Region that were represented by IP and/or government representatives were: Bangladesh, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Nepal, Philippines, Papua New Guinea, Solomon Island, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Vietnam.
· Norway, represented by Ivar Jorgensen, attended the morning session
· The Dialogue was held during the same period as the UNFCCC meetings in Bangkok, capitalising on the presence of participants for the wider meetings. A reception was held after the Dialogue which drew a larger group of government, CSO and IP representatives who were attending the UNFCCC meetings. 
· Clea Paz and Gaya Sriskanthan presented on the the UN-REDD Programme’s work on safeguards and stakeholder engagement; Tim Boyle and Thomas Enters provided an update on progress in the region.

· A series of country and sub-regional clinics to provide government and indigenous peoples’ representatives the opportunitied to dialogue about issues in their country were facilitated.
· A series of working groups examing issues regarding the engagement of indigenous peoples in REDD+ and the issue of safeguards application were also conducted. 

· The dialogue resulted in a number of recommendations and ideas for strengthening the engagement of indigenous peoples in  UN-REDD Programme activities and processes that could be considered for implementation by the UN-REDD Programme.
9.a Findings
· There was a high level of appreciation for the UN-REDD Programme’s efforts to engage with indigenous peoples and for the progress in this area so far, but an understanding that there were still challenges remaining.
· Indigenous participants urged the UN-REDD Programme to ensure specific consultations with indigenous peoples at the local and national levels, not just in multi-stakeholder consultations.

· There were concerns over how governments could be held accountable and the UN-REDD Programme could ensure that they followed safeguards and applied standards such as FPIC.
· The need for indicators to monitor safeguards and the importance of including traditional systems into safeguard systems was raised.
· It is clear that capacity to engage and levels of IP organization/representation vary between the countries – countries that may require more support were identified in the workshop.
· Concrete recommendations were proposed through which to strengthen national IP networks and representation; improve regional representation of country interests via the UN-REDD Programme Policy Board; and on how the implementation of safeguards could be improved. 
· There is a perception that targeted support in the region is not being programmed towards issues relevant to IP participation in REDD+ currently, and the UN-REDD Programme was requested to help faciliate this link. Additionally it was felt that all money for REDD+ under the UN-REDD Programme currently goes through governments, getting ‘stuck’ and not reaching actors on the ground. It was suggested that funding mechanims like the Small Grant Programme could be used to leverage action with non-governmental stakeholders. 
9.b Results achieved (key outputs)

· Recommendations developed through working group sessions was presented for the UN-REDD Programme’s consideration which included recommendations on how:
· Discussions from the global level can be fed back to the national level;
· Grassroots IP groups can better contribute to regional and international processes; 
· The UN-REDD Programme and Governments could link and contribute to IP-led initiatives; 

· Direct funds for IPs could be made more accessible (e.g., via chanelling targeted support);
· Consultation techniques could be streamlined and improved;
· IP stakeholders could be involved in the development of safeguard information systems (SIS);
· Safeguard systems could better be aligned with human rights (HR) instruments, including capitalising on the reporting schedule for key HR instruments that could be used to reduce the burden of SIS; and
· A community of practitioners on safeguards could support safeguard implementation goals. 

· The UN-REDD Programme was able to share information and progress in its work with IP and government stakeholders in the region as well as other relevant parties.
· Collaboration between the UN-REDD Programme and key indigenous networks in the region was strengthened.
· The UN-REDD Programme’s efforts to reach out to IP stakeholders was given further exposure to participants attending the wider UNFCCC meetings in Bangkok who were invited to the evening reception.
9.c Expected outcomes and impacts

· Increased awareness and understanding of key issues by regional indigenous peoples representatives;

· Increased awareness and understanding of indigenous peoples’ perspectives and concerns regarding REDD+ implementation by national counterparts and UN-REDD Programme staff;

· Recommendations for strengthening the engagement of indigenous peoples and associated mechanisms at the national and regional levels that can be implemented by the regional stakeholder engagement consultant who will be joining on 24 September 2012;
· Increased IP stakeholder confidence and engagement with the UN-REDD Programme; and 

· Strengthened relationships between UN-REDD Programme and IP networks.


	10. Key counterparts

Asia Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)


	11. Follow up action matrix

	Action to be taken
	By whom
	Expected completion date

	Develop joint meeting report with AIPP
	Gaya
	End Sept

	Incorporate recommendations into regional workplan for regional Stakeholder Engagement consultant
	Gaya, Nina (+Jen)
	Sept/Oct

	
	
	

	12. Distribution list
· UNDP UN-REDD team


