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	Approved Mission Itinerary:
New York – Marrakech – New York
	Documents/Resources: 
· NAMA MRV presentation slides (attached, but also available on LECB Teamworks site as pdf)
· LECB Teamworks page: https://undp.unteamworks.org/node/212578
· Participant list, agenda, presentations, LECB Programme newsletters

	Inclusive Travel Dates:
	Key counterpart(s): 

	29 Sept. – 5 Oct. 2012
	
	UNDP LECB Global Support Unit: Yamil Bonduki, Rebecca Carman, Francisco Avendano, Allison Towle; Steve Gold (Head, Low-Emission and Climate Resilient Development Strategies); number of CO focal points and national government representatives from UN-REDD countries in attendance

	Purpose/Objectives of Mission

1) Present on MRV requirements/considerations for NAMA design and serve as discussion panelist for NAMA MRV discussion during  “Designing NAMAs” session
2) Gather country feedback to inform NAMA MRV component of LECB’s planned “NAMA Guidebook”
3) Engage with participants on synergies between LECB and REDD+ work at national level

	Context
· The UNDP Low Emission Capacity Building (LECB) Programme is a 5 year (2011 – 15) global programme to strengthen capacities in participating countries on the following:
· Development or enhancement of greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory management systems
· Identification of opportunities for nationally appropriate mitigation actions (NAMAs)
· Design of low emission development strategies (LEDS)
· Design of MRV systems
· Design and adoption of mitigation actions by selected industries in some countries
· There are 25 participating countries, with funds per country ranging from $630k-$1M :  
· 14 Phase 1 countries: implementation from 2012-2014
· 11 Phase 2 countries: implementation from 2013-2015 
· 17 of the 25 countries are also UN-REDD Partner countries.
Purpose of workshops: 
· Objectives of the orientation workshop for Phase 1 countries:
· Facilitate an exchange among countries on the ultimate scope-of-work of Programme projects
· Discuss technical and policy relevant issues related to GHG inventory systems, NAMAs, LEDS, MRV, and industrial mitigation actions
· Identify follow-up actions to assist countries with the implementation of their projects
· Identify technical assistance needs and training priorities

· Objectives of the Technical workshop for Phase II countries:
· Kick start detailed technical work in reference and baseline scenarios as a basis for shaping NAMAs and LEDS. 
· Facilitate an exchange of learning among LECB countries on the various Programme outputs 
· Discuss technical and policy relevant issues related to baseline and mitigation scenarios, NAMAs, LEDS and MRV systems 
· Identify follow-up actions for technical assistance and to assist countries with the implementation of their projects and technical assistance needs and training priorities 

Participants: UNDP CO focal points for the LECB Programme and the national government counterparts from the LECB countries, with approximately balanced participation from each group.  Other participants included two of the three donors to the LECB Programme (European Commission, German government, International Climate Initiative). Australia is the other donor.





Summary of Mission Activities/ Findings:


· Several REDD+ countries, in their presentations and interventions, raised the linkages between REDD+ and planning for NAMAs and NAMA MRV in other sectors.  Indonesia described the REDD+ MRV system as the “backbone” for its broader MRV system.  Ecuador presented on its National System of Environmental Information which is a registry platform that will start with REDD+ and will later incorporate other mitigation activities (NAMAs, CDM).
· The importance of coordination between Third National Communication (TNC) work and development/enhancement of greenhouse gas (GHG) inventory management systems under the LECB Programme was emphasized by several countries. The LECB Global Programme team agreed that this is an excellent opportunity to start linking these programmes up, with countries either currently preparing their TNC proposals or are launching the work.
· Some key themes of the MRV discussion included the use of current GHG inventory systems and how these can be upgraded for NAMA MRV, the applicability of CDM experience, particularly Programmes of Actvities (PoAs), to NAMA MRV, and requests for guidance from donors regarding their expectations of MRV rigor.
· Sustainable charcoal is a NAMA being planned by both Uganda and Kenya.  This is a particular example of a NAMA which highlights the importance of NAMA design and MRV to be well-integrated with REDD+ planning and MRV.  From an MRV perspective, there could be the potential to double-count reductions achieved, attributing both under REDD+ as well as to the charcoal NAMA.
· Countries repetitively raised the concern/challenge that more detailed guidance on MRV of NAMAs is not available from the UNFCCC.  There was also much interest in credited NAMAs.  On both of these issues, though, there is a disconnect between what has been politically agreeable in the context of the negotiations (no reference to credited NAMAs and no agreement to lead to more detailed NAMA MRV guidance)  and what government representatives are seeking as part of implementation.  In this regard, participants seemed to welcome more guidance coming from outside of the UNFCCC, such as the planned NAMA guidebook being developed under LECB, but also cautioned that such efforts do not contradict or go too far beyond the UNFCCC.
· LECB has commissioned Charlie Heaps (SEI) to develop “Starter” reference scenarios that countries may choose to use as a mitigation planning tool.  These reference scenarios utilize basic international data, and then countries can improve where possible with national data, where it’s available.
· The planned LECB Programme “NAMA Guidebook” was introduced to countries to gather their feedback on the draft outline.  This guidebook will include MRV design for NAMAs, and I will collaborate with the LECB team on this aspect. Perspectives Consulting has been commissioned for this work.  Examples of country comments during the feedback session included the importance of addressing unique issues for particular sectors, considering those sectors that have been underrepresented in CDM as well as those from CDM that could be simplified in a  NAMA context, and the need to be in line with the UNFCCC process  and be responsive and flexible to future UNFCCC decisions (“living” document online).
 

	Follow up actions: (Kim)
· Discuss linkages between the LECB Programme and Third National Communication Support Programme, raised during the workshop, with the LECB team.  Within this context, discuss collaborative efforts between LECB/TNC Support Programme and UN-REDD work on GHG inventory capacity-building in 2013.
· Upon her request during a brief bilateral conversation, provide participant from Ecuador with information on experts in the field of registries and inform P-Y about this exchange (done).
· Take into account country feedback on NAMA guidebook to revise outline and to guide drafting of NAMA Guidebook (Kim with LECB team).
· Consult with FAO on agriculture/forestry models that can be applied for mitigation scenarios as part of the reference scenario project with SEI. (Kim to consult with Adam).

	Distribution List: 
· UNDP-UN-REDD
· FAO: Adam Gerrand, Maria SanzSanchez
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