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Call for Applications
Regional Latin American Workshop on 
“Estimating the Opportunity Costs and Implementation Costs of REDD+ for the National Planning Process”
The World Bank Institute (WBI) and the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF), in collaboration with the  UN-REDD Programme, are organizing a train-of-trainers workshop on  Estimating the Opportunity Costs and Implementation Costs of Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation in developing countries, Conservation, Sustainable forest management and Enhancement of carbon stocks (REDD+) for the National Planning Process.  
Date of workshop: May 16-20, 2011
Location: Cali, Colombia
Language: Spanish
Application deadline: April 01, 2011
Course fee: No course fee. Travel & accommodation to be covered by participants i.e. their funding organizations (e.g. Country Focal Points of UNREDD, FCFP) 
**Individual invitation will be on a competitive basis**
Course
The primary goal of the course is to provide participants with a tool to analyze the opportunity costs and implementation costs of REDD+ as important element to feed into the development of the national REDD+ strategy. Participants will be provided with practical knowledge and software to assess such opportunity costs of REDD+, stipulating the advantages and constraints of this approach. This is the third delivery of this course, now addressing Latin American countries. 

Participants

The course is intended for technical experts from ministries, national research institutes and other organizations who are involved in the preparation, implementation, and/or discussion of a national REDD+ strategy, and who are working on the economics of carbon and/or land use and REDD+.
Instructors

Course instructors are senior experts in environmental economics and carbon forestry who also have extensive field experience and understand the complex relations of carbon credits, forest conservation, social and land-use change issues.  They are drawn from CIAT, The World Bank’s Carbon Finance Unit, the World Bank Institute and other organizations.
Program

Introduction to the context of REDD+
REDD+ is an incentive based instrument intended to influence land use options towards conservation and sustainable use of forests. Opportunity cost calculation provides an approach to orient such decision for national or sub-national projects. However, this can only be successfully done, if they are properly assessed, taking into account the full cost picture including implementation and transaction costs. 
 

Carbon accounting
The diverse forestry, cropping and pasture land use systems are all characterized by their typical ‘time-averaged carbon stocks. Training is provided to determine above and below ground carbon stocks for the different land-uses and their spatial and dynamic patterns at multiple scales, as well as generating carbon stocks from the National MRV (monitoring, reporting, verification) process.
 
Land use change
This workshop will provide guidance, techniques and skills for analyzing land use change in both spatial and temporal dimensions. Typical temporal patterns of land use change will be presented and discussed.

 

Benefit-cost analysis (land use profitability analysis, implementation costs)
Methods and steps for evaluating the cash-flows and calculating the net present values of major types of land use are presented and shall be trained in the work groups, incorporating externalities, sensitivity and risk analysis. 
Opportunity cost curve 

Participants will be trained on how to use the carbon, land use analysis and profitability data to calculate the opportunity cost of REDD+. The interpretations and potential uses of the opportunity cost curve generated will also be discussed.
 

Benefit sharing mechanism in National REDD+ Programs
There is ample experience with payments for environmental services which will be analyzed to draw lessons for a benefit sharing mechanism for the National REDD+ programs.
Excursion
A short field trip will provide a practical background by looking at some of these land use systems and discuss carbon measurement and financial data taking issues.
Data Gathering and Analysis

Participants will be requested beforehand to look at specific data of carbon stocks and profitability of mayor land uses in their home country. These data sets shall be brought along to the workshop and can be further discussed and analyzed in small supervised working groups
Location

The course will be held in Cali, enjoying the facilities of CIAT in a beautiful mountainous surrounding.

About WBI
The World Bank Institute (WBI) is the Bank Group’s principal provider of learning activities. It has delivered training courses and seminars since the 1950s, mostly for government officials in developing countries on such topics as macroeconomic policy, poverty reduction, health, education, and policy reform in other economic sectors. During the past decade, WBI increased its activities on a broader range of subjects aligned with the World Bank’s regional and country development priorities. It also expanded its audiences to include non-state actors such as civil society organizations, the private sector, journalists, and parliamentarians. Climate Change is one of the seven focus themes of WBI which cut across sectors and regions and reflect strong country demand and the World Bank's corporate priorities.
About FCPF
The Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF became operational in June 2008. It is a global partnership focused on reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, forest carbon stock conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks (REDD+). The FCPF assists tropical and subtropical forest countries develop the systems and policies for REDD+ and provides them with performance-based payments for emission reductions. The FCPF complements the UNFCCC negotiations on REDD+ by demonstrating how REDD+ can be applied at the country level. In its first two years, the FCPF has created a framework and processes for REDD+ readiness, which helps countries get ready for future systems of financial incentives for REDD+, in ways that are inclusive of the key national stakeholders.
About CIAT
The International Center for Tropical Agriculture (Centro Internacional de Agricultura Tropical) is one of 15 research centers of the Alliance of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR). It is a nonprofit organization that conducts research in social and environmental fields to mitigate hunger and poverty and preserve natural resources in developing countries. Its headquarters is situated 27 km east of Cali, Colombia.  CIAT manages projects in Latin American countries, as well as other countries in Asia and Africa from its headquarters and regional offices, where half of its staff is located. Like other CIGIAR centers, CIAT is funded through contributions from various countries, private foundations, and international organizations. CIAT aims at making tropical agriculture more eco-efficient through a threefold research strategy: improvement of crops for the poor, improvement of soil fertility management, and programmatic alliances with Latin America and the Caribbean Region. 
About UN-REDD

The UN-REDD Programme is a collaborative partnership between FAO, UNDP and UNEP launched in September 2008 that supports countries to develop capacity to Reduce Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation (REDD) and implement a future REDD + mechanism. It works at both the national and global scale, through support mechanisms for country-driven REDD strategies and international consensus-building on REDD processes. It presently works in nine pilot countries in Africa (Democratic Republic of Congo, Colombia, Zambia), Asia (Indonesia, Papua New Guinea, Viet Nam) and Latin America (Bolivia, Panama, Paraguay) and has granted observer status to Argentina, Cambodia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Kenya, Mexico, Nepal, Nigeria, the Philippines, Republic of Congo, Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka and Sudan.
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