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In the REDD+ context, corruption risks associated with powerful interests that benefit from maintaining the status quo and those related to new incentives (such as the allocation of property rights and related benefit distribution) will both have to be addressed. Failure to address these risks can lead to undermining the credibility of REDD+ systems and the support from both investors and local users of forest resources, hence threatening the success of REDD+ mechanism overall. Corruption can undermine sustainable forest and land use management, cement injustice and bad governance, distorts markets and reduce revenues for the public sector. In addition, it puts at risk the successful implementation of safeguards under REDD+, especially social and socio-economic safeguards for indigenous peoples and local communities. 
UNDP’s Democratic Governance and Environment & Energy groups have initiated their collaborative work on anti-corruption and REDD+.  These activities have already included: 
· Collaboration on the development of the UN-REDD anti-corruption criterion set out in the UN-REDD Programme “Risk Assessment Tool for Social Standards for REDD+”, which will be open for formal feedback on 22 June.
· Joint support of an expert workshop on monitoring governance safeguards in REDD+, organized by the UN-REDD Programme and Chatham House (London, 24-25 May), whose resulting draft framework for governance monitoring includes corruption as one key element to take into consideration. 

· Development of a REDD+ chapter within an overview paper mapping corruption risks and anti-corruption opportunities related to climate change, that includes an overview of corruption risks and anti-corruption opportunities in national REDD+ mechanisms(including payment distribution, allocation of property rights, etc) ; identification of these corruption risks and opportunities at different scales (from global level to community levels); and how lessons learned from anti-corruption measures in the forestry sector may inform the design of multi-stakeholder processes assessment of specific corruption risks.
· Organization at the 14th International Anti-Corruption Conference (Bangkok, Thailand, 10-13 November)  of a roundtable on REDD+ and corruption, in partnership with GTZ, and participation in the plenary on “Climate Governance: Ensuring a Collective Commitment” 
UNDP’s anti corruption and UN-REDD teams are now in the process of developing a concept note on anti-corruption and REDD+. This note will build on the work mentioned above and be in line with: 
1. UNDP’s Global Thematic Programme on Anti-Corruption for Development Effectiveness (PACDE)
2. The experiences of UNDP’s anti-corruption community of practice in sectors such as non renewable natural resource

3. The UN-REDD Programme strategy of supporting effective and inclusive national governance systems for REDD+
4. UNDP’s comparative advantage in the following areas : 
· Stakeholder engagement, focusing on the complementary role of different groups and actors, and in particular the role of civil society in preventing and curbing corruption through greater demand for oversight, transparency and accountability
· Capacity development & institutional strengthening

· Multi-stakeholder country-led governance assessments 

· Improved awareness and knowledge on anti-corruption norms, standards, and methodologies and their application through the development and sharing of knowledge products. 

In order to develop this concept note, members of UNDP’s UN-REDD and anti-corruption teams are jointly participating in the Transparency International (TI) Climate governance workshop (Berlin, 12-14 June) and TI/Inwent Climate Governance conference (Berlin, 15 June) to discuss with other actors in the field of REDD+ and anti-corruption, map out ongoing activities, potential linkages and partnerships that can be forged, and identify gaps to be bridged. This note is expected to be circulated to Norway and other partners by 30 June and finalized, after feedback is received, by the 2nd week of July.  
	


