Dear Erik and Jørgen,

I refer to our discussions in Panama last week during the first Policy Board meeting of the UN-REDD Programme. I note with appreciation that Denmark is considering to provide funds to the UN-REDD Multi-Donor Trust Fund. In this respect I would like to respond to your question about current priorities in the UN-REDD programme for which we need immediate additional donor support.

As you indicated in our discussions, the currently programmed activities (international support functions and country programmes) are fully funded under the pilot phase of the UN-REDD partnership. However, the demand for further action in several areas is increasing, and also stretching beyond the timeframe of a pilot phase. Further, we take serious note of the requirement for coordinating action with the World Bank-led Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) – which we expect to be well reflected in prioritized actions.  At this moment, the two highest priorities for new actions are (a) Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples involvement and (b) Measurement, Assessment, Reporting and Verification. For both of these, we are defining broader programmes and need immediate support to initiate actions:

There is wide recognition that REDD will succeed only with the full engagement of Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples, especially at the local level where land management decisions are ultimately made. In response, the UN-REDD Programme has developed a strategy to ensure the full participation and engagement of civil society, Indigenous Peoples and other forest dependent communities. This strategy includes representation in UN-REDD Programme governance the establishment of a CSO Advisory Group to provide independent advice and guidance to the Programme, and global and national outreach and consultation to ensure that the interests and concerns of civil society and Indigenous Peoples are reflected in the activities and outcomes of UN-REDD Programmes. We are currently defining a 3-year work programme to implement this strategy with an indicative budget requirement of 20 million USD. In 2009, the focus will be on establishing the consultative fora and processes, and to deliver a report on experiences and recommendations from CSOs and Indigenous Peoples before the Copenhagen conference.

Regarding Measurement, Assessment, Reporting and Verification (MARV), there is consensus that considerable investments will be needed at country level, strengthening capacities and institutions to enable successful REDD implementation. It is also clear that international level actions are required to lower MARV technology thresholds for countries, and to exchange experiences and knowledge. We are currently defining a 4-5 year package for institutional strengthening and capacity building that we expect to require an overall budget in the range of 200 million USD, assuming participation of 40-50 countries, in close coordination with needs identified under the FCPF. For 2009, and before the Copenhagen conference, we will execute a design phase for these international and national level investments, and undertake analyses and demonstrations of MARV implementation. 

We expect to provide more detailed programme description by 23 March. Meanwhile, we are grateful if you would take the above indications into consideration in your discussions. We are eager to deliver additional outcomes before Copenhagen and look forward to your support.

Regards,

Tim

on behalf of the UN-REDD Programme partners, FAO, UNDP and UNEP
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