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Maps

Maps are a tool for communication, they should tell a
story in a well designed manner




Designing a good map

The following four guidelines should be considered:

1. Define your target audience: How and in which context will the map be used?

Determine the message you want to communicate: What do the data show? Is
there more than one message?

3. Determine the nature of your data: How many variables should be mapped? Is
there a time dimension?

4. Determine the appropriate mapping technique, colours and symbols: How do
you want to present the values of the maps to reflect the accuracy of the data in
relation to the purpose of the map?

What are the conventions for colours or classifications?

Source: http.//www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/documents/writing/MDM_Part2_English.pdf
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Additional design tips

* Keep it simple! Be careful not to distract or confuse your
audience by displaying too much information or too many
visually conflicting elements

* Know your audience — how will they interpret the map?

* Design your maps so that they are independent of story texts
or data tables. A map should be understood on its own,
without need for further reference to surrounding texts or

notes
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Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

Biodiversity benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced i efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity

Map components

The map title should give a
clear idea of what the map is
about. It needs to be short
and concise. Subtitles may be
added to provide more
detailed information (e.g. unit
of measure)
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Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity

Map components B =
P

The legends should identify ﬁafmi i
all the symbols, patterns and
colours used to represent the

data in the map
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Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced i efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity

Map components SO

The map scale should be "":EE%;:”’“”li i
provided to help the user
measure distances and

compare different maps

— -
- o e B ©UNEP.WOUC
This mep was produced %or the UN.REDD programme in indonesia in  The Soundaces and names shown and Be
between UNEPWCMC and e Mty of Foresty of designatons ssed on mags 6o not imply offcial UN-REDD
Iadosesia. DG Forest Planning (Jakarta Ofice and Ofice 1 Forest Pianning o acceptance by the Unded "
Region XV). e Regonal Forest Service Contral Sulawess and Tedulsko  Natons Enmvroament PROGRAMME
Univeesty. Orgamastons =
Method and Data Sowrces: @ I @)
Boomas Total Carbeon foe
[ Amportant tard aveas (GIS data), Sincife intermancaal, Camtndge, UK
Accessed 27062011
g Stes: G5 TNG Insonmsia N
Endangered Forest Types Distribution Range (EFD): GIS dats on datrtuton of forest types cdimned Som TNC indonesis “'CNature
(voe. Camnon. . .. Summers. M., Harting. J R, Kessier, P, J. A (20GT) Developing Conservation Priories Based on Forest ~ A\
Type, Condison, and Thveats in a Posrly Known Ecoregion. Sulswes, ndcness. Buotropca J0(8). 747-759 2007 ) Conservancy
Source- Comtarvation portiolo priorty sAes. Gi5 dta 0n comervaton godicko prorty s oteaead Yom TNG Indonesia (see b ;
. Cannon. C M. Summens, M Haring, J R Kessler, P J A (2007) Developing Conservison Prories Based on Forest Type. Prokecting neture. Preservng e’

Conason, and Threats I @ Poory Known Ecoregion. Sulswes, irdonesia. Bkotropica 39(0): 747-759 2007 )

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/
documents/writing/MDM_Part2_English.pdf

UN-REDD o= B ne

P R O G R A M M E United Nations EEM environment



Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

Biodiversity benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity
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Map components

The data source should be
identified at the bottom of
the map

Source:
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/
documents/writing/MDM_Part2_English.pdf
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Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

Biodiversity benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity
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Map components

The copyright information
should identify the author(s)
responsible for its content at
the bottom of the map

Source:

http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/
documents/writing/MDM_Part2_English.pdf
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benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity
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Map components

An inset map either provides
the overall location of the
place that is mapped, as in
this case, or shows a scale-up
of a part of your map.

Source:
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/stats/
documents/writing/MDM_Part2_English.pdf
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benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity
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Central Sulawesi Province - Important Areas for Biodiversity in relation to Total Carbon

benefits from REDD+ can be enhanced f efforts to maintain
(or restore) natural forest focus on areas important for biodiversity
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Graticules can be added to g0
make it possible to
georeference the map and
provide more accurate

information on scale.
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Consistency
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Symbology

* Try not to use overly bright colours

* Visual hierarchy — use saturated colours if you want
something to stand out and softer colours if not

e Select colours that are familiar e.g. green for forest,
blue for water

 Don’t use colours and symbols that are too similar
which could be easily confused

 But don’t use complete opposites colours either

UN-REDD

PROGRAMME




Map examples

®

Food and Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations

Empowered fives.
Recilent nations.

D[P

ihves.

UN®

environment



Map examples
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Matrix legend

e Useful for showing two variables on one map
A good way to convey your message to policy makers
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Variable 2
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Templates

* Allow you to create maps with the same
layout

e Useful for organisations to produce consistent
maps

environmen



Summary

e Simplify as much as possible! Two simple maps are better than one
complicated map.

 Choose colours appropriate for application — screen presentation,
publishing, both.

* Colour combinations — which themes are most important? What
should be standing out most on the map?

* Think about colour-blindness — e.g. red/green colour combination not
good

Background layers — what should be labelled?
Inset maps
Fonts and text sizes

Crgnmmtuj‘t] of the % environment
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Thank you!

Joe Gosling | joe.gosling@unep-wcmc.org

Connect with us online:
www.un-redd.org
www.unredd.net
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