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1. Policy Context:
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Lao People’s Revolutionary Party Congress IV 
and Five-Year National Socio-Economic 
Development Plan II (1986) identified:

 To completely stop deforestation (e.g., forest fire).

 To stabilize and completely stop shifting cultivation.

 To maximumly limit exporting timber as export 

commodity.

 The export commodity has to be finished product.

 Harvesting of timber and non-timber forest product 

has to have rehabilitation plan and re-planting plan.
Compilation of Orders

on Forestry Sector

1986-1988 4

1. Policy Context (cont’):



 From 1990-2020, focus on forest 
rehabilitation and an increase in forest cover 
up to 70% (17 million hectare) by:
 Re-planting about 1-2 million hectares.
 Natural regeneration about 8-9 million hectare.

 The former President, H.E. Kaysone PHOMVIHANE, stated 

“forest destruction in the country has reached an 
alarming rate [so] it is the time to change from 
uncontrolled logging and destruction of forests to 
focus mainly on tree planting and forest protection”

 The Party Congress (2001): logging and forest destruction 
that had brought a great loss of the nation forest 
resources, but benefit generated from is very little. 5

1. Policy Context (cont’):

The First National Forestry Conference (1989):

The First National 
Forestry Conference 

22-28 May 1989



 National Strategy on Poverty Eradication 

Program focusing on 72 very poor 

districts country-wide.

 Shifting cultivation stabilization and 

stable occupation programs.

 Land-use planning, forest and forestland 

allocation.

 Law on Forestry (first version in 1996).
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In 1990s, the government promulgated:

1. Policy Context (cont’):



“Strengthening strictness on governance and inspection of timber 
harvesting, timber transportation and timber business”:

 Suspend strictly the export of logs, planks, sawn timber, split 
wood, roots, stumps, knots, branches, and standing trees or 
decorative trees that are harvested from natural forest under 
all circumstances.

 Only finished products are allowed to export.
 Prohibit importing of illegal timber for the purpose of re-

exporting to third countries.
 Timber has to be auctioned at log landing 2 to national wood 

processing companies, Lao furniture association, etc., to buy 
those logs for further processing to be finished products for 
export.

 Border checkpoints should strictly control that only finished 
products of legal source are exported.

2. PM Order No.15 (13/5/2016):
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PM Order Implementation:

 Decision No.40/PM, 2/6/2016 (Special Task 

Force).

 Notice No.769/PMO, 1/6/2016.

 Decision No.253/GIA, 7/6/2016.

 Notice No.1669/MOF.

 Guildeline No.1050/ MOIC. DIMEX.

 Provinces have issued their own legislations 

to implement the Order No.15/PM.

 Minister of Agriculture and Forestry

 Notice No.052/MAF, 31/5/2016.

 Guideline No.0054/MAF, 9/6/2016. 8

2. PM Order No.15 (13/5/2016) – cont’
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2. PM Order No.15 (13/5/2016) – cont’

Source: Forest Trends (March 2017)
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2. PM Order No.15 (13/5/2016) – cont’

Source: Forest Trends (April 2017)



3. Mandate, MOU, commitment:
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Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry

Department of Forest 
Inspection

Provincial Office for Forest 
Inspection

District Unit for Forest 
Inspection

Mandate:

Management, inspection, promotion and 
development of agriculture, forestry and 
rural development

Inspection, investigation, prosecution and 
development forest resources

Patrolling, inspection, detection, disruption, 
investigation, prosecution forest resources in 
provincial level

Patrolling, inspection and detection forest 
resources in district level



3. Mandate, MOU, commitment (cont’):
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Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry

Department of Forest 
Inspection

Provincial Office for Forest 
Inspection

MOU and commitment:

Viet Nam China
South 
Korea

Viet Nam

Viet Nam

Commitment
Joint Press Release by Chinese living in Laos on 
supporting biodiversity conservation and 
combatting illegal trade of wildlife



• Forest law enforcement and governance;

• Preventing and combating illegal logging, 
movement, trade of timber and wildlife;

• Patrolling along the suspected sites and forest 
fire control in border and associated early 
warning practices;

• Transboundary trade agreement;

• Information exchange including FLEGT and 
REDD+.
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3. MOU main text:
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Commitment
Example



4. Challenges:

• Forest encroachment along border occurred: illegal 
logging, timber, NTFP, wildlife movement, hunting 
and trade;

• Inaccessible road for some traditional border-
checkpoints cause weak immediate tackle on 
incidence;

• Co-patrolling and reporting system on the incidence 
between two parties is not yet effective;

• Lack of financial support on implementing some 
activities in the MOU;
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Thank You


