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LET’S GET TO THE BOTTOM OF THIS!

Policies 

And 

Measures 



Lesson 1: 
Distinguish between deforestation and forest degradation

Primary forest



Lesson 2: 
Analyse indirect drivers

Poor management of forests

High GHG 
emissions

Loss of 
biodiversity

Limited rural 
incomes

Increased 
environmental 

risk

Lack of 
awareness

Perverse 
incentives

Weak law 
enforcement

Corruption

EncroachmentIllegal logging

Greater 
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building

Increase 
transparency and 

accountability

Improve 
governance and 

awareness

CORE PROBLEM

CONSEQUENCES

INDIRECT DRIVERS

INTERVENTIONS

DIRECT DRIVERS



Lesson 3: 
Collate all relevant data sources

• Useful data can come from diverse sources, e.g.

Driver Useful data sources

Commercial agriculture International commodity markets/prices, agriculture census & GDP, 
exports

Subsistence agriculture Population growth figures, agriculture imports/exports, land use 
practice surveys

Commercial logging Timber prices & demand (nationally & internationally); timber 
imports & exports

Infrastructure 
development

Population growth figures, infrastructure development programmes, 
commodity prices/exports (mining)



Lesson 4: 
Work across sectors

• Looking at the forest sector only is not enough

• E.g. huge emissions from Indonesia  drivers include:

• Unclear land tenure

• Poor spatial planning

• High global demand for palm oil

• Weak enforcement of laws

Planning agencies
Provincial governments

Agriculture / Investment / 
Development planning

Police / local government



Lesson 5: 
Identify agents

Understand who
is causing 
emissions

Design PAMs to 
target that 

specific agent
Reduce emissions!



Lesson 6: 
Not many countries have looked at “Barriers”…

• Relevant for countries selecting ‘+’ activities

• Likely to overlap with indirect drivers, e.g.

Weak law enforcement 
capacity

Unsustainable 
logging

PAs not managed 
effectively 



Lesson 7: 
Drivers change over time: Consider future trends

• Solutions!
• Modelling of future scenarios
• Taking conservative approach



Lesson 8: 
Prioritise drivers

Emission 
reductions 
potential

Financial 
feasibility

Practical 
feasibility

Political 
feasibility

National 
development 

priorities Multiple 
criteria 

could be 
considered
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Country Example: Brazil

Clearing forest for 
pasture: cheapest and 

easiest way to establish 
an informal claim to land

Sell land for 
a x8 profit

Government 
policies to colonise

the Amazon
Infrastructure 

projects

Poor agricultural 
practices

New variety of soybean 
that flourishes in tropics

Other crops 
follow

Illegal logging

Illegal 
settlements & 

roads



Country Example: Indonesia

• Direct drivers: logging (legal & illegal) and commercial agriculture
• Mining, infrastructure and subsistence agriculture – to lesser extent

• Complex indirect drivers, including
• Unclear land tenure
• Poor spatial planning
• High global demand for palm oil
• Weak enforcement of laws

• Many agents involved: government (national, provincial), private 
sector (large and medium sized companies), smallholders

• Plus: fiscal framework, including
• Central government transfers cash to provinces for forest restoration
• Incentive for provinces to cut trees then request restoration support
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REDD+ ACADEMY

Nepal

Indirect
Illegal 

logging Encroachment Fuelwood Roads 

Economic High demand for forestland and products 

High dependency on forests 

Policy, 
governance 
and tenure 

Lack of deliberative and inclusive process 

Corruption

Weak law enforcement

Weak tenure

Cultural (Socio-
political) 

Prolonged political transition

Inequality

Demographic Population growth

Migration

Technology 

Organized crime 
makes threats to 
Department of 

Forestry

Poor people 
migrate to Terai

and occupy 
public forest land

High costs of 
alternative fuel, 

increasing 
number of brick 

factories

Matrix of direct and underlying drivers
 Used to identify potential REDD+ policies and measures 
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